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I. METHODOLOGY

Sample: N=1000 (18y + respondents on the whole territory of the country) 

Method: face-to-face field survey

Period: 19 February - 10 March 2022 

Statistical error: ±3%.

II. POLITICAL CONTEXT

According to the Constitution, the Assembly holds the legislative power and is currently composed of 120 

MPs. MPs are elected at direct elections using proportional electoral lists for a four-year term. Pursuing 

the informal “tradition “in the country, the Prime minister of the then Government of SDSM, in October 

2019 announced a leadership meeting to propose the fifth early parliamentary elections.¹ Elections came 

as a result of the country’s inability to start the negotiation talks with the European Union (EU) because of 

the French veto and the lowered trust in the SDSM Government which based its platform mainly on the 

uninterrupted path of the country towards EU accession.  In February 2020, the Assembly unanimously 

decided with 113 votes “for “and no votes cast against or abstention to dissolve the Assembly. The following 

day, on the 17 February, the President of the Assembly, Talat Xhaferi, pursuant to constitutional and legal 

powers, announced the elections² on 12 April.“³ Despite the plan to hold the parliamentary elections in April, 

due to the health crisis caused by Covid-19 pandemic, the elections were postponed. 

 

Given the need to immediately respond to the aggravated epidemiological status of Covid-19 in the country, 

in the period from 18 March to 15 June 2020, the President of the country declared a state of emergency 

five times in total4, giving the legislative power to the Government in order to respond to the pandemics. 

¹ „“Zaev: We opt for early parliamentary elections “, Deutsche Welle, 19 October 2019. Access on: <https://p.dw.com/ 
p/3RYux> (last visit: 10 March 2020)

²  Decision for call for early parliamentary elections in Republic of North Macedonia. Decision downloaded from the 
website of the State Election Commission (SEC). Access on: <https://www.sec. mk/parlamentarni-izbori-2020/?_
thumbnail_id=6946> (last visit: 9 March 2020) 

³  Pankovski, M. and other (2020). Handbook for the parliamentary elections in Republic of North Macedonia 2020: 
Second amended edition. Foundation Conrad Adenauer, Institute for Democracy “Societas Civilis“– Skopje 

4  18 March (lasting for 30 days), 16 April (30 days), on 15 May (14 days), 30 May (14 days) and June 15 (8 days)
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According to the Constitution of RNM, declared state of an emergency by the President has to be verified 

by the Assembly; however, the then President of the Assembly, Talat Xhaferi refused to convene the 

parliamentary session, stating that it would be impossible as the Assembly is already dissolved.5 On the 

other hand, 35 MPs signed and submitted an initiative for convening an urgent parliamentary session, 

however, with no success. The initiative was signed by MPs from SDSM, BESA, DPA and the independent 

parliamentary group, and it was not supported by VMRO-DPMNE and DUI. The dissolved Parliament and 

the declared state of emergency posed an increased concern about possible deterioration of democratic 

processes and human rights. The situation in this period was further aggravated due to the lack of 

oversight by the Assembly over the Government which was given legislative powers by being able to 

propose decrees with force of law.6 

After several attempts and negotiations among the political parties, 15th July 2020 was set as the 

date of elections, along with several protection measures from Covid-19 for the citizens. Voting and 

election day itself generally proceeded in an orderly manner and without major incidents or tension.7 

SDSM and the coalition “We Can“ (Mozeme)- won 46 seats, VMRO-DPMNE and the coalition “Renewal of 

Macedonia,“ (Obnova za Makedonija) won 44 seats, whereas the Democratic Union for Integration (DUI) 

won 15 seats. The coalition Alliance for Albanians and Alternativa won 12 seats, Levica won 2 seats, 

and the Democratic Party of Albanians (DPA) won 1 seat. The Government coalition was formed among 

SDSM and the coalition “We Can,“ (Mozeme) DUI and DPA, after several weeks of negotiations among 

the political parties. The coalition ensured a majority of 61 MPs in the Assembly for the Government, 

whereas the opposition was joined by VMRO-DPMNE and the coalition “Renewal of Macedonia,“ (Obnova 

za Makedonija) coalition Alliance of Albanians and Alternativa and Levica. 80 of a total of 120 MPs in the 

new parliamentary composition were newly elected, that is, took the role of parliamentarians for the first 

time in their career.8 The constitutional session of the new Assembly was held on the 4th of August. A 

five-month period passed between the first call for elections and the reconstitution of the Assembly, and 

during the following period, the work of the Assembly was generally stagnant given the reduced capacity 

as result of the gravity of the situation with Covid-19 pandemic. Despites citizens’ support for the majority 

proposal for distance work of the Assembly9 the opposition did not support the initiative and the proposal 

was not adopted.  

On 6 August 2021, the President of the Assembly Talat Xhaferi announced the local elections, and 17 

October 2021 was set as the date to hold the elections.  On the same day, the decision was taken that the 

Assembly will have regular sittings until 23 September 2021, and then will be inactive until the end of the 

5  „Xhaferi: I do not have a mandate to annul the decision to dissolve the parliament with an individual act. Available at: 
<https://360stepeni.mk/>, (last visit: 11 June 2020).

6 Recica V. (2020) What is the general perception of citizens about the Assembly of Republic of North Macedonia? 
Institute for Democracy “Societes Civilis“– Skopje <https://bit.ly/3iOBtMt> 

7 ODIHR Special election assessment mission   
<https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/b/e/465648_2.pdf>

8  Heaslet, R.S. (2020) Lottery in the supermarket: how the political parties use the closed lists to keep the control. 
 Lice v lice. Available at: <shorturl.at/nAHIT>.
 9 Recica V. and Jovevska Georgievik А. (2021) Parliament Watch:  Results of the field survey of citizens’ perception of 

the work of the Assembly of Republic of North Macedonia (17 February – 10 March 2020) <https://idscs.org.mk/
wp-content/uploads/2021/04/MKDWEB_A4_Terenska_anketa_mart_2021.pdf> 
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local elections. Xhaferi explained that the decision is preventive in order to avoid any possibility of shifting 

the political campaign to the parliamentary sittings.¹0  Given the conditions, no parliamentary sittings were 

convened until the second round of local elections on 31 October 2021.  

Results of the local elections created another political instability in the country and new reshape of the 

parliamentary composition and the Government. After the announcement of the official results, and given 

that the expected results were not achieved, Prime Minister Zoran Zaev announced his resignation as 

Prime Minister and President of SDSM. On 8 November 2021, eight days after announcing the resignation, 

total of 61 MPs signed an initiative for vote- of-confidence for the Government. In addition to the MPs of 

the opposition, i.e., VMRO-DPMNE and the coalition ”Renewal of Macedonia,” (Obnova za Makedonija) the 

coalition Alliance of Albanians and Alternativa and the political party Levica, this initiative was joined by 

the MPs of the political party BESA who were Government partners of SDSM. As rationale for the initiative, 

the MPs relied on the fact that despite the announced resignation, the Prime Minister has not officially 

submitted it to the Assembly. However, on the day of the vote-of confidence, scheduled for 11 November 

2021, the Assembly could not be convened due to lack of quorum of 61 MPs. Namely, of 61 MPS who 

initially signed the vote-of-confidence initiative, Kastriot Redzepi, an MP of BESA, changed his position 

in the last minute and did not attend the scheduled session. Hence, the initiative for vote-of-confidence 

of the Government led by SDSM, DUI and DPA, failed.¹¹ On the following day, 12 November 2021,  the 

political party BESA officially left the Government.¹²  After intensive negotiations between the leader of 

SDSM,Zoran Zaev and the leader of the political party Alternativa, Afrim Gashi,  on 5 December 2021, new 

parliamentary majority of 62 MPs was officially formed at the Assembly, and this time including four MPs 

of the political party Alternativa. ¹³      

Prime Minister Zaev filed his resignation to the Assembly on 22 December 2021 and also withdrew from 

the position of SDSM president. On 29 December 2021, President Pendarovski awarded the mandate 

for composition of the new Government to Dimitar Kovachevski, who was elected as president of the 

ruling SDSM after Zaev’s resignation. On 16 January 2022, with 62 votes “for“, 46 „against“ and without 

abstention, the Assembly voted for the new Government, and Dimitar Kovachevski was appointed as 

President of the Government.¹4

From the constitution of the new parliamentary composition on 4 August 2020 until 30 March 2022, the 

Assembly passed 221 laws, 113 of which in shortened procedure and 30 with European flag. Adopting 

laws in shortened procedure creates legal uncertainty, impetuous laws and non-functional and expensive 
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¹0  Radio Free Europe (2021) Xhaferi announced the local elections, the Assembly will be inactive during the campaign. 
Access on: <https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/31397318.html> (last visit 30.3.2022)

¹¹  Dautche Welle (2021) Vote of confidence:  The opposition in need of one vote for quorum. Access on:  
<https://p.dw.com/p/42rGc >(last visit 30.3.2022)  

¹² Sakam da kazam (2021) MINISTER HODZA AND TWO DEPUTY MINISTERS FROM BESA RESIGNED. Access 
on: <https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/ministerot-hodha-i-dvajtsata-zamenitsi-ministri-od-besa-podnesoa-
ostavki/> (last visit on 30.3.2022)    

¹³  Government of RNM (2021) Zaev: We have stable parliamentary majority and Government for secure future of the 
country and the people. Access on: <https://vlada.mk/node/27166> (last visit on 30.3.2022)  

¹4 Zekjirovik, E. (2022) Dimitar Kovachevski took over the Prime Minister function from Zoran Zaev. Access on: 
<https://www.aa.com.tr/mk/ политика/димитар-ковачевски-ја-презеде-премиерската-функција-од-зоран-
заев/2475876>
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processes that are meant to be regulated, while citizens are not informed about the effects of certain 

laws that the Assembly failed to consider thoroughly. Further, the work effectiveness of this parliamentary 

composition has been significantly lowered, both due to conditions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, 

blockages by MPs of various parties as well as the political instability and the fragile parliamentary majority 

of the Government. This situation and the blockages of laws that matter for the wellbeing of citizens during 

a pandemics and economic crisis, negatively impact the quality of life for citizens.
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The field survey in 2022 shows that citizens’ perception of the work of the Assembly is generally in line 

with the public opinion of the last four years. The views have remained relatively unchanged with regard 

to most of the questions about the Assembly functions, that is, openness to the public, work of MPs, and 

parliamentary reforms. On a scale from 1 - worst to 5 - best, citizens rated the work of the Assembly in 2022 

with an average score of 2,5, with a small decline on the scale if compared to the past four years. 

Level of information about the work of the Assembly

The predominant part of the citizens think that the Assembly plays a significant role in the country’s 

political life, however; over one-half of the respondents are not familiar with the work of the Assembly in 

the past period. As most typical for the work of this parliamentary composition, most of the respondents 

singled out the Law on Labor Relations and the Law on Trade (Sunday – non-working day) the Law on 

Management of Packaging and Packaging Waste (ban on using plastic bags) and Law on Changes and 

Amendments to the Law on Population Census. Television is still most popular among citizens regarding 

information about the work of Assembly, whereas the Parliamentary TV Channel and website, as official 

tools to provide information about the Assembly, are further underutilized.

Control and oversight of Assembly over the executive branch

The majority of citizens have the perception that the Assembly does not fully exercise its constitutional 

power to control the work of the Government, that is, 27% of the respondents think that the Government 

has full control over the Assembly. Additionally, one-third (36%) of the respondents think that the Assembly 

enhances the corruption, instead of making the opposite effect. Considering the MP’s questions as one 

tool of the Assembly to oversee the Government, citizens’ opinion is divided in terms of their appropriate 

use and whether they serve the purpose of criticism or advertising.

Functions of the Assembly

Despite the perception of many citizens that the Assembly has an impact over the quality of laws, they 

express dissatisfaction with the quality and believe that laws are changed quite often. Adoption of better-

quality laws and overseeing the budget spending and follow up on the implementation of laws and policies 

are highlighted as most important functions of the Assembly by biggest percentage of the citizens. Yet, 

the majority of the citizens assess the Assembly’s exercising of the respective functions as unsatisfactory.

III. SUMMARY
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The public in the work of the Assembly

In respect of the openness to the public, most of the respondents think that the Assembly is completely or 

partially closed to the public, and MPs fail to take account of comments of the public in lawmaking. Also, 

the majority of the citizens think that the MPs from their constituencies are not available for meetings and 

fail to inform the citizens about their work. Citizens also note that the problems of the municipalities and 

local communities are insufficiently addressed by the MPs. Unlike in the previous year, citizens are less 

informed who are the MPs from their constituency.  

Who is represented by the MPs

The respondents’ impression about the extent to which the MPs represent the interests of citizens in the 

Assembly is relatively divided. On the other hand, most of them think that MPs always represent their 

personal interests, interests of political parties, as well as business interests. A significant part of the 

citizens stated that they are not familiar with the methods in which they can participate in the work of the 

Assembly, resulting in the fact that only small part of the respondents ever attempted to participate in the 

work of the Assembly. Citizens support the option for Internet-petition as good tool to participate in the 

work of the Assembly. 

Parliamentary debate

The perception of the majority of citizens is that most of the MPs are not ready to take decisions on behalf 

of citizens. Further, one-half of them think that the speeches of MPs in the Assembly are either rarely 

supported or not supported by arguments at all. Citizens also believe that citizen associations need to be 

enabled bigger engagement with the Assembly. When it comes to the relations among MPs, most of the 

citizens have described these relations as competitive and hostile. They also have the impression that 

MPs often or always use speech during sessions to belittle and downgrade their colleagues from other 

political parties. A significant part of the surveyed citizens also thinks that MPs are somewhat dependent 

on the will of the leader of their political party. Regarding the extent to which every parliamentary political 

party contributes to improved quality work of the Assembly, citizens have negative perceptions (do not 

contribute completely or partially) about all coalitions and parties. Citizens agree that political crisis should 

be resolved in the Assembly, and not at closed meetings among leaders of political parties.

Reforms 

About the processes of reforms in the country, in general, citizens are divided about their impression 

that the Assembly is prepared to undertake reforms to normalize the political situation. Majority of the 

citizens do not support boycotting the work of the Assembly or prolonging and delaying the debate in 

order to prevent adoption of laws or decisions, as the right way to express political views in the work 
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of the Assembly. According to almost two-thirds (61%) of the respondents, the introduction of open 

lists, meaning that they will vote for a person instead of a party list at parliamentary elections, would 

contribute to quality parliamentary composition in the Assembly.  Over half (55%) of the respondents think 

that introducing one electoral district at parliamentary elections will contribute to better representation of 

citizens in the Assembly. The largest part of the respondents think that the change of the electoral model 

will be conducive to increased quality of the parliamentary composition and reduced dependence of MPs 

on party leaders. The respondents did not identify a predominant marginalized group whose interests are 

largely represented by MPs.

The political context of the survey

The number of citizens who think that life in the country is headed in the wrong direction prevails over the 

ones who think the opposite. The greatest optimists as per this question are the citizens of the Eastern 

and Southwestern region, whereas the greatest pessimists are the citizens of the Polog and Skopje region. 

On a scale from 1-lowest to 10-highest, citizens rated the trust in the President of the country with highest 

score – 4.2, followed by the Assembly - 4.0 and Government - 3.9. The judiciary was rated with the lowest 

score - 3.2.
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Chart 1 What is the role of the Assembly in political life in North Macedonia? (%)

Citizens’ perception of the role of the Assembly in the political life in the country has remained unchanged 

in the last two years. The results from 2022 show that over two-thirds of the surveyed citizens (71%) think 

that the Assembly plays significant role, while 22% of the citizens think that the Assembly has insignificant 

role. Only 6 % of the respondents do not know whether the Assembly is important, which is an indication 

of a lack of knowledge or interest in the work of the (Chart 1).

About the work of the current composition of the Assembly elected at the July 2020 elections, 42% of the 

citizens responded that they are partially or fully familiar with the accomplishments of MPs in the period 

from January-December 2021, while 58% answered that they are slightly or not familiar at all with the 

work of the MPs. Compared to the results from last year when 51% of the citizens responded that they 

are familiar with the accomplishments of MPs in 2021 and 49% who were not familiar, one can note a 

decline in the citizens’ interest about the work of the Assembly (Chart 2).
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Chart 2. To what extent are you familiar with the accomplishments of the Assembly? (%)

On the question of what can be highlighted as most characteristic about the work of the MPs in 2021, 

citizens highlighted the Law on Labor Relations and the Law on Trade (Sunday- non-working day (24%), 

followed by the Law on Management of Packaging and Packaging Waste – ban on using plastic bags (19%), 

Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Population Census (17%). The proposal for resolution on 

establishing the Macedonian state positions was mentioned by 3% of the respondents (Chart 3).

 Citizens are not familiar with the accomplishment 
of the Assembly in 2021 (%)

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

Completely 
familiar

Partially familiar Slightly familiar Not familiar at all

13

37
33 33

25

16

38

5

2022 (familiar in the period January-December 2021) 
2021 (familiar in the period January-December 2020)

16 Public opinion analysis No. 5/2022



24

19

17

7

5

5

5

4

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

2

0 5 10 15 20 25

Law on Labor Relations and Law on trade 
(Sunday – nonworking day)

Law on Management of Packaging and Packaging Waste 
(ban on using plastic bags)

Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on the 
Census of Population, Households and Dwellings

Law on Budgets

Question on the confidence in the Government of 
the Republic of North Macedonia

Interpellation for the work of the Minister of 
foreign affairs, Nikola Dimitrov

Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the 
Law on Management of Illegal Constructions

Law on Prevention and Protection from Violence 
Against Women and Domestic Violence

Proposal for Resolution on establishing the Macedonian state 
positions in the context of blocked European integrations
Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the 

Law on the Personal Identification Card
Proposal – Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on 

Citizenship in the Republic of North Macedonia

Proposal for a Law on Proclaiming Part of 
Mountain Shar as a National Park

Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on 
Protection from Harassment at the Workplace

Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to 
the Criminal Code

PProposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the 
Law on Quality of Ambient Air

Other

17Parliament Watch: 
Citizens’ perception about the work of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia
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The Assembly is most remembered for declaring Sunday as a 
non-working day and the Law on Plastic Bags (%) 



We asked the respondents to which extent they are satisfied with the work of the Assembly in the past 

2021. On a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is not satisfied at all, and 5 is very satisfied, citizens rated their 

satisfaction with the work of the Assembly for the past year with an average score of 2.4. The largest part 

of them (31%) rated the satisfaction with the work of the Assembly with a score of 3, while more than half 

of the respondents (54%) stated they are dissatisfied-2 (26%) or not satisfied at all -1 (28). Only 17% of the 

respondents stated they are satisfied -4 (13%) or very satisfied-5 (4%) with the work of the Assembly. 

To be informed about the work of the Assembly, over one-third of the citizens most often use television 

(36%), and 19% of the citizens use Internet portals and social media. Only 5% of the respondents stated 

they get information from the parliamentary channel, while only 1% of the citizens get information about the 

Assembly on the parliamentary website. 16% of the respondents answered that they receive information 

about the work of the Assembly through internet news portals, while 7% of the respondents stated that they 

either do not want to get information about the Assembly or are not interested (Chart 4).

1 2 3 4 50

2.4

Chart 4.  On a scale from 1-5 (1 – not satisfied at all and 5 – very satisfied), to which extent are
you satisfied with the work of the Assembly in the past years?
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Analyzed by the age of the respondents, television is the main source of information about the Assembly 

for all age groups, except for the youngest. Television is the main source of information for citizens 

above 30 years of age, whereas the Internet and social media are the dominant source of information for 

respondents in the age group 18-29. Official sources of information of the Assembly, i.e., parliamentary TV 

channel and website, are further underutilized by citizens. The parliamentary TV channel is most popular 

among the oldest citizens from the age group (65+), and only 10% of them stated that they use it as main 

source of information. On the other hand, the parliamentary website remains to be further underutilized 

among all age groups (Chart 5.1).

Chart 5.  If you want to be informed about the work of the Assembly, which source of
information do you commonly use? (%) 
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Television, social media, and online portals as the most 
commonly used sources of information (%)
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Chart 6. What kind of contents do you think should be more frequently aired on the Parliament TV 
Channel? (%)
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On the question about the type of content they think should be more frequently aired on the parliamentary 

TV channel, according to 16% of the citizens, expert interpretation of adopted laws and legislative changes 

is more needed, 14% of the citizens think that more political debates are needed on topics related to the 

parliamentary work, 13% stated they want to see more educational content about the legislative process 

and the work of the Assembly, while 12% stated there is a need for promotional content about available 

possibilities for citizens to get involved in the work of Assembly and meetings with MPs. According to the 

respondents, the following is also needed:  presentation about the activities of parliamentary groups (11%), 

field visits of parliamentary committees (10%), contact shows (9%), and 8% of the respondents would like 

to see more contents about MPs’ diplomatic activities and events (Chart 6).

In respect of the type of content that needs to be made available on the Assembly website, 14% of the 

respondents stated that they would like to have a possibility to communicate with MPs and the same 

number of respondents said that they would like to be able to refer questions to MPs (14%). Based on the 

respondents’ answers, recordings from public debates (10%) and speeches of MPs (9%) should be also 

made available. 8% of the respondents would like to see more educational content about the role and 

functions of the Assembly, information about the voting of MPs for certain items, and more information 

about the activities and how active is their MP. Also, citizens would like to be able to watch all of the taken 
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Chart 7. What type of contents do you think should be available on the website of the Assembly? (%)
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According to 70% of the respondents, information received from the media is completely or partially 

sufficient to be informed about most important legislation which is discussed or voted in the Assembly, 

that is, 26% think that this information is completely sufficient, and 44% partially sufficient. On the other 

hand, 27% of the citizens  think that information published by the media is only partially or not at all 

sufficient to be informed about the laws adopted by MPs, i.e., 17% think that information is somewhat not 

sufficient, and 10% that information is not sufficient at all. Compared to 2021, citizens’ perception differs 

in respect of the number of citizens who think that information from the media is completely sufficient 

(26% in 2022, as opposed to 35% in 2021), or partially sufficient (44% in 2022, as opposed to 36% in 2021, 

Chart 8).

steps in the legislative process (6%) and live streaming of parliamentary sittings (6%) on the website, as 

well as to have access to committee session recordings (6%) and minutes of the sessions (5%, Chart 7).  
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Chart 8. What type of contents do you think should be available on the website of the Assembly? (%)
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Citizens’ perception is that the executive branch has bigger control over the Assembly rather than the 

Assembly controlling the Government based on its constitutional powers. Respondents ranked the level 

of control of the Assembly over the Government, that is, the control of the Government over the Assembly. 

On a scale from -3, meaning that the Government has full control over the Assembly up to 3, meaning that 

the Assembly has full control over the Government, 27% of the respondents stated that the Government 

has full control over the Assembly, and only 5% of the citizens think that the Assembly has full control over 

the Government. Further, 31% of the citizens stated that the Government controls the Assembly, however, 

in their view it is not a complete control because the Assembly has a certain degree of autonomy. On 

the other hand, 10% of the citizens think that the Assembly controls the Government, however, it is not a 

complete control because the Government has a certain degree of autonomy. 27% of the respondents did 

not specifically state their opinion about the control of the Assembly over the Government, that is, control 

of the Government over the Assembly (Chart 9).

V. CONTROL AND OVERSIGHT 
OF THE ASSEMBLY OVER THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Chart 9. To what extent the Assembly has control over the Government, that is, control of the
Government over the Assembly? (%)
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Given the legislative and oversight function of the Assembly and its impact on societal processes, 

citizens were asked about the role of the Assembly in the fight against corruption. According to 39% 

of the respondents, the Assembly neither reduces nor increases the corruption in the country, whereas 

according to more than one-third of the respondents (36%) the Assembly contributes to an increased level 

of corruption. Only 12% of the respondents stated that the Assembly contributes with its work to lowering 

of corruption (Chart 10).

Chart 10. What is the role of the Assembly in the fight against corruption? (%)
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Chart11. MPs questions: (%)

MPs’ questions as a tool for criticism or advertising (%)
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that they “have impact to ensure that institutions are held accountable “. In general, citizens have divided 

opinions in terms of whether MPs’ questions are used properly, or to criticize or advertise (Chart 11).

27Parliament Watch: 
Citizens’ perception about the work of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia





Almost two-thirds (61%) of the citizens think that MPs have moderate or major influence on the quality of 

laws. On the other hand, 36% of the citizens think that MPs have moderate or no influence on the quality of 

laws in North Macedonia, while 3% stated that they have no opinion about this question (Chart 8).

Chart  12. To what extent does the Assembly influence the quality of laws in our country? (%) 
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Half of the respondents (49%) stated that laws in North Macedonia change often or too often, 22% stated 

that laws are changed too often and 27% that laws are often changed. According to 30% of the respondents, 

laws undergo changes often enough. Only 15% of the respondents think that laws change rarely, that is, 

11% rarely and 4% very rarely. Compared to the results of last years, one can conclude a downward trend 

in the last three years regarding the percentage of citizens who think that laws undergo changes too often, 

that is, 32% in 2020, 25% in 2021 and 22% in 2022 (Chart 14).

On a scale from 1 to 10 (1 - not important at all and 10 - very important), respondents rated the importance 

of certain functions of the Assembly. Also, on a scale from 1 to 10, respondents were asked to state 

to which extent they think that MPs fulfill the respective functions. As most important functions of the 

Assembly, first ranked is the function of the Assembly to adopt better quality laws, with an average score 

of 8,9. Second-ranked with an average score of 8,8, is the function of the Assembly to oversee the budget 

spending and follow-up on the implementation of laws and policies. However, citizens think that MPs only 

partially fulfill these functions, that is, adoption of better-quality laws is rated with a score of 4,7, and the 

fulfillment of the functions to oversee the budget spending and follow-up on the implementation of the 

laws with an average score of 4,8, i.e., 4,6 respectively.  

Citizens rated the control function of the Assembly over the Government and the ministries with an average 

score of 8,7, and having meetings with citizens with an average score of 8,6. The function of the Assembly 

to organize public hearings and enable the public to participate in lawmaking and policy creation is rated 

with an average score of 8,5, that is 8,4, respectively. In terms of fulfillment of these functions, the function 

to control the Government and the ministries was rated with an average score of 4,5; organization of public 

Chart 14.  How often are laws changed? (%)
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Chart 15. Average score on a scale from 1 to 10 about the importance of Assembly functions and
to what extent those are fulfilled by MPs (%)
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With regard to the openness of the Assembly to the public, more than one-half of the respondents (59%) 

think that the Assembly is completely or partially closed to the public, with an increase by 4 percentage 

points compared to 2021 (55%), i.e., 10 percentage points compared to 2020 (49%). This perception, among 

others, relies on the fact that the Assembly is closed for the public due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the 

necessity for protective measures that limit the participation of citizens in the work of the Assembly online. 

According to 31% of the respondents, the Assembly is completely or partially open for public participation, 

and 10% of the respondents did not express any opinion on this matter. Given the results from the past 

period, one can note that citizens’ perception has slightly declined about the openness of the Assembly 

(Chart 16).

Half of the respondents (54%) think that MPs do not take into account the comments made by citizens and 

CSOs in lawmaking processes. That is, 28% think that such comments are rarely included, whereas 26% 

think that they are fully ignored by MPs. According to 14% of the respondents, MPs often or always include 

the proposals of the public and the organizations. Compared to last year, the percentage of citizens who 

think that MPs never include the comments of the public in 2022 has increased by 9 percentage points 

(26%, 2021 - 17%).  (Chart 17).

VII. THE PUBLIC IN THE WORK OF 
THE ASSEMBLY

Chart 16. To what extent do you think that the Assembly is open to include the public in its
work? (%)
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The respondents were given the names of MPs who were elected in their constituency/ municipality/

region. The names of MPs from their constituency/municipality/region were unknown to one-third of 

the citizens (38%). On the question whether they know the elected representatives in the Assembly from 

their constituency/municipality/ region, more than one-half of the respondents (58%) gave affirmative 

answers. Compared to last year, when 29% of the respondents stated they do not know the MPs from their 

constituency, in 2022, there is an increase of 10 percentage points (Chart 18).

Chart 17. How often do MPs include comments made by citizens and civil society organizations
in the law making? (%)

Chart 18. Do you know who is the MP from your constituency? (%)
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Half of the respondents stated that MPs from their constituencies are not available for meetings with 

citizens (51%).  35% of the respondents think that MPs are available for meetings. Compared to the 

previous period, this year, there is a noted decline in the citizens’ perception, that is, compared to 2021 

when 30% of the respondents stated that MPs from their region are available for a meeting, in 2022, this 

percentage is lower for 5 percentage points. Accordingly, the percentage of respondents who think that 

MPs are not available for meetings with citizens in 2022 is increased by 6 percentage points, compared to 

2021 (45%, Chart 19).

According to 22% of the surveyed citizens, the MPs from their region do not inform them about their 

work at all. The same number of respondents (22%) think that MPs do that through media and social 

media. According to 10% of the respondents, MPs from their region inform them through meetings in the 

constituency offices, 9% think that it is done through meetings with citizens at public locations, and 7% 

through public appearances. In general, citizens’ perception has remained relatively unchanged compared 

to the previous year (Chart 20).

Chart 19. Do you think that the MP from your region (municipality, electoral district) is available
to have meetings with citizens? (%)
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The largest percentage of respondents (26%) believe that MPs should inform the citizens of their region 

through meetings at public locations. 21% think they should be informed through media, 18% at meetings 

in constituency offices, and 17% think that MPs should do that through public appearances. 15% think that 

social media are the appropriate channel to inform the citizens. Citizens’ perception about appropriate 

methods of citizen outreach about the work of the MPs, is relatively identical in the last 3 years. In 2022, 

one can note a 7 percentage points decline, compared to 2020 in terms of popularity of meetings at public 

locations.  This decline may result from public gathering restrictions for health protection reasons during 

the health crisis with Covid-19 pandemic (Chart 21).

Chart 20. MPs from your constituency reach out to citizens by means of? (%)
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Citizens generally share the perception that MPs do not sufficiently address the problems of municipalities 

and local communities. Almost one-half of the respondents (48%) responded that it has not happened that 

MP from their region ever took an initiative about a local problem in the Assembly, whereas 22% of the 

respondents stated that this has been done by their MP. The share of respondents who think that MPs do 

not address local problems in 2022 is increased by 5 percentage points compared to 2021 (43%), but lower 

by 5 percentage points if compared to 2020 (53%, Chart 22).

Chart 21. In your opinion, how should MPs from your region inform the citizens about their
work? (%)

Chart 22. Has it ever happened that an MP from your constituency took initiative in the
Assembly about a problem in your municipality? (%)
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Citizens have relatively divided impressions about the extent to which MPs represent their interests in 

the Assembly. Almost half of the respondents (47%) think that elected MPs only partially represent the 

interests of citizens, whereas 44% think that MPs do not represent the interests of citizens at all. Only 6% 

of the respondents think that citizens’ interests are fully represented by MPs.

By comparing the analysis in 2021 and 2020, one can draw a conclusion that there is a slightly worsened 

perception among the citizens in terms of whether MPs represent their interests, even though it is an 

insignificant shift. In view of citizens’ perception in the last four years, that is, most negative in 2019, with 

a slight improvement in 2020 and 2021, once can note an insignificant decline in 2022. Namely, in 2019, 

47% of the citizens believed that MPs do not represent the interests of citizens at all, which is an increase 

by 2, i.e., 6 percentage points, compared to 2020 (45%) and 2021 (41%), respectively. Despite insignificant 

decline in 2022, citizens’ perception has generally improved in the last 4 years in terms of the extent to 

which MPs represent their interests in the Assembly (Chart 23).  

VIII. WHO IS REPRESENTED BY THE 
MPS IN THE ASSEMBLY

Chart 23. To what extent do you think that the elected MPs represent the interests of the citizens? (%)
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Over two-thirds (79%) of the surveyed citizens stated that MPs in the Assembly always represent their 

personal interest, while this is never the case according to 2% of the respondents. Further, 75% stated 

that MPs in the Assembly always represent the interest of their political parties, whereas 18% think that 

they do it only sometimes. 56% of the respondents think that MPs always represent somebody’s business 

interests, while 30% of them think that it is done only sometimes. 

On the other hand, 46% of the respondents think that MPs never represent their interests, while 45% of them 

think that they do that only sometimes. The picture is similar when asked how often MPs represent the 

interests of citizens from their constituencies. 28% of the respondents think that MPs always represent the 

interests of the ethnic community where they belong, while 40% think that this is the case only sometimes 

(Chart 24). 

Chart 24. How often do MPs represent the following interests? (%)

The predominant part of the respondents - 87% stated that they are not informed about opportunities to 

take part in the work of the Assembly, whereas 13% stated that they are informed thereof. Given the results 

from the past four years, one can conclude that significant part of the citizens is informed about their rights 

to take part in the work of the Assembly.

In 2021, there is a notable increase in the percentage of citizens who know how to be engaged in the work 

of the Assembly, and slight decline in the percentage of citizens who stated that they are not informed 

about the mechanisms for citizen participation, compared to 2020 and 2019. Hence, the percentage of 

citizens who lack information in 2021 (80%) is lower by 3, that is, 8 percentage points compared to 2020 

MPs represent personal interests and party 
interests in the Assembly (%)

4040

Интересите на етничката задница каде припаѓаат

7

79

14

75

28

56

18

45

17

47

18

46

30

40

46

2

32

3

17

7

19

2

2

7

3

10

7

23

Interests of citizens

Own personal interests

Interests of the political party

Business interests

Interests of other countries

Always Sometimes Never Do not know/ Refuses to answer

Interest of citizens from their 
constituencies

The interests of the ethnic community 
to which they belong

Public opinion analysis No. 5/2022



(83%) and 2019 (88%) respectively. In 2022, the previous level of informed citizens about available tools 

to participate in the work of the Assembly has been restored. This decline may be due to the long period 

when the Assembly was inactive in 2021, and also as result of the insignificant efforts to inform the general 

public about the available tools (Chart 25).

As many as 93% of the respondents have not ever attempted to take part in the work of the Assembly, 

and among others, it is due to the relatively low level of provided information (13%) about mechanisms 

of participation. Only 6% of the respondents have tried to participate in the work of the Assembly. The 

situation is almost identical in the past four years (Chart 26).

Chart 25. Do you have information how you can take part in the work of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 26. Have you ever made an attempt to take part in the work of the Assembly? (%)
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More than half of the citizens (59%) citizens completely or partially agree with the statement that (online) 

Internet petitions are a good way/tool to include citizens in the work of the Assembly. 16% of the citizens 

partially disagree with this statement and 12% of the citizens completely disagree. 13% stated that either 

they do not know or refused to answer the question. 

In general, the analysis of the respondents’ views in the last four years reveals that citizens support (online)

Internet petitions and think that it is a good way/tool to include the citizens in the work of the Assembly 

(Chart 28).

Chart 27. In which way do you think you can participate in the work of the Assembly? (%)

Questions for MPs and meetings as best-known tools to 
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Respondents were given a list of several mechanisms for citizen participation in the work of the Assembly. 

Based on the offered options, largest percentage of the respondents (19%) were informed that they can 

ask for a meeting with an MP or pose a question to MPs. However, biggest number of the respondents 

(27%) said that none of the listed and available mechanisms for citizen participation in the work of the 

Assembly were known to them (Chart 27).
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Chart 28. (Online) Internet petitions are a good way/tool to include the citizens in the work of the
Assembly? (%)
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work of the Assembly (%)
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Almost two-thirds of citizens (62%) think that there is no readiness by most of the MPs to take decisions 

on behalf of the citizens. Respectively, only one-third of the respondents (34%) think that most MPs have 

enough knowledge to decide on behalf of the citizens. In comparison with the results from last year, one 

can note a slight improvement (statistically insignificant increase) regarding citizens’ perception that 

MPs have enough knowledge and readiness to take decisions. There is a minimal fluctuation in citizens’ 

perception about the knowledge and readiness of MPs to take decisions on behalf of citizens over the last 

four years, despite the change in the parliamentary composition in 2020 (Chart 29).

Over two-thirds of the surveyed citizens (71%) have the perception that ruling majority does not take into 

consideration the arguments presented by the opposition, either in general or do not consider them at 

all in the decision-making. 20% of the respondents stated that the ruling majority generally takes those 

arguments into consideration, whereas only 2% responded that the ruling majority completely takes into 

consideration the oppositions’ arguments in the discussions. This perception of citizens has generally 

remained unchanged in the last four years. (Chart 30). 

IX. PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE

Chart 29. To what extent do you think that MPs possess sufficient knowledge and willingness to reach 
decisions on behalf of citizens? (%)
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Almost half of the citizens (45%) think that MPs rarely (38%) or never (7%) use arguments in their 

discussions. On the other hand, 43% of the citizens think that MPs often or always rely on arguments when 

they address the Assembly. Compared to the previous years, one can conclude a slight improvement in 

citizens’ perception regarding this question (Chart 31).

Chart 30. MPs of the ruling majority take into consideration the opposition MPs arguments when 
adopting the decisions of the Assembly. (%)

Chart  31. How often are arguments used in the debate between MPs in the Assembly? (%)
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In 2021, 43% of the respondents described the relations among the MPs in the Assembly as hostile. 35% of 

the citizens stated that relations among MPs are competitive, only 11% think that MPs are tolerant among 

each other and 8% that the MPs cooperate among each other. Compared to the citizens’ answers in 2021, 

one can conclude a slight shift in citizens’ perception over the last two years. However, when compared to 

2019, one can note increased percentage of citizens with negative perceptions about the relations among 

the MPs in the Assembly, and decline in the percentage of citizens who think that relations among MPs 

are positive. Namely, in 2019, 33% of the respondents stated that MPs are hostile to each other, whereas 

in 2022 (43%) and 2021 (39%) with an increase by 10, that is, 6 percentage points, respectively. In 2022 

Chart 32. How often do MPs use speech in which they belittle and downgrade their opponents on 
political, ethnic, religious and gender grounds?  (%)
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More than two-thirds (68%) of the surveyed citizens have the impression that MPs during parliamentary 

sessions often or always use discourse to belittle or degrade their political opponents on political, ethnic, 

religious and gender grounds. Out of the total number of respondents, 55% think that this is often done 

by the MPs, whereas 13% of the citizens think that MPs always use humiliating and degrading vocabulary 

against their “opponents.“ A total of 26% of the respondents stated that MPs most often or never use such 

vocabulary. 

On this question, citizens’ perception has improved compared to 2021 and restored to the levels from 2020 

and 2019. That is, 73% of the citizens stated that MPs always or often use belittling or degrading speech 

for their colleagues from another party, which is an increase by 5 percentage points compared to 2022 

(68%). Even though the perception over the years is that MPs use belittling and degrading vocabulary in 

the Assembly, citizens’ perception is fluctuating depending on the atmosphere at the Assembly (Chart 32).  
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Mbi dy të tretat e të anketuarve (67%) mendojnë se shumica parlamentare duhet të dëgjojë më shumë 

qëndrimet e opozitës, ndërsa 18% e tyre kanë qëndrim të kundërt. Në përgjithësi, ky perceptim i qytetarëve 

nuk ka ndryshuar në katër vitet e fundit. Qytetarët presin më shumë bashkëpunim mes deputetëve në 

Kuvend dhe një shumicë më të hapur (Chart 34).

A significant part of the surveyed citizens (77%) agree that citizen associations need to be more involved 

in the work of the Assembly. 46% of them fully agree, and 31% partially agree. Other 18% of the surveyed 

citizens expressed disagreement with this statement, that is, 13% partially disagree and only 5% of the 

Chart 33. Which is the MPs behavior to each other in the Assembly? (%)

Chart 34. Do you think that the ruling majority in the Assembly should be more responsive to the views 
of the opposition? (%)
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and 2021, compared to 2019 (19%), the percentage of citizens who describe the relations among MPs as 

tolerant has consequently declined (decline by 8 percentage points in 2022, that is, 9 percentage points in 

2021, Chart 33).
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The predominant part of the surveyed citizens (81%) has the perception that MPs are completely or 

partially dependent on the will of their party leaders. One-half of the respondents (56%) fully agree with this 

statement, and 25% partially agree. Only 9% of the respondents partially disagree, and 5% fully disagree 

with this statement.  Given the perception of citizens in 2021, one can note slight improvement in citizens’ 

perception this year.  Even though over the last four years there are some fluctuations in the citizens’ 

perception about this statement, there is a predominant general opinion that MPs depend on the will of 

their party leaders (Chart 36). 

Chart 35. Citizen associations need to more participate in the work of the Assembly. (%)
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Chart 36. MPs are completely dependent on the will of the party leaders. (%)

respondents completely disagree in terms of bigger participation of citizen associations in the work of the 

Assembly. The perception of the majority respondents that citizen associations need to be more involved 

in the work of the Assembly has generally remained at the same level in the past four years (Chart 35).  
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As many as 74% of the respondents agree with the statement that political crisis should be resolved in the 

Assembly, and not at closed meetings among the leadership of political parties. 47% of them fully agree, 

whereas 27% partially agree with the statement. On the other hand, total of 18% of the citizens stated that 

they disagree with the statement that the Assembly is the place to resolve political crisis, out of whom, 12% 

partially disagree and 6% completely disagree.

The majority of the respondents (72%) completely or partially agree that political crisis should be resolved 

at the Assembly, and not via leadership meetings. However, there is a noticeable difference in the 

number of citizens who are completely or partially convinced over the years. Namely, in 2019, half of the 

respondents (50%) completely agreed with the statement, while this number significantly declined by 15 

percentage points in 2020 (35%), then increased by 3 percentage points in 2021 (47%) and further declined 

by 6 percentage points in 2022. In general, citizens’ opinion about this statement is fluctuating depending 

whether there is an ongoing political crisis in the respective year (Chart 37).

In terms of the extent to which each of the political parties contribute to the improved work of the Assembly, 

in general, citizens have a negative perception about all coalitions and parties (completely or partially do 

not contribute). That is, over two-thirds of the citizens stated the parties Alliance for Albanians, Democratic 

Party of Albanians, Alternativa and BESA completely or partially fail to contribute to improved quality in the 

work of the Assembly.  Further, more than half of the respondents share the same opinion with regard to 

the coalitions led by VMRO DPMNE (52%) and SDSM (55%), as well as the Democratic Union for Integration 

(64%) and Levica (58%), (Chart 38).  
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Chart 37. Political crisis should be resolved in the Assembly, not through leadership meetings. (%)
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Coalition of parties contributes to improved quality of 
the work of the Assembly (%)

Chart 38. The coailition or political party contributes to improve the quality of the work in the 
Assembly (%)
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Chart 39. The Assembly is prepared to implement reforms and normalize the political situation. (%)

Citizens’ impressions are divided about the preparedness of the Assembly to implement reforms that will 

normalize the political situation in the country. A total of 42% of the respondents agree that the Assembly 

is prepared to implement reforms for the sake of normalizing the political situation.  23% of them fully 

agree, and 24% partially agree. A total of 46% of the respondents cannot see such preparedness, that 

is, 25% completely disagree and 21% partially disagree. 11% of the respondents either did not know or 

refused to answer. The perception regarding this question over the last four years has minimal fluctuations, 

even though it can be noticed that citizens are more skeptical in 2022, that is, there is an increase by 4 

percentage points compared to 2021, that is, they disagree that the Assembly is prepared to implement 

reforms (Chart 39).

X. REFORMS

In terms of urgency of reforms, 61% of the respondents stated that it is more important to implement 

sweeping reforms, rather than reforms that take a long time but ensure wide participation of citizens and all 

stakeholders. Among respondents who agree with this statement, 36% completely agree and 25% partially 

agree. 29% of the citizens disagree with this statement, that is 17% of the respondents partially disagree 

and 12% completely disagree. 

Despite noted minimal fluctuations in terms of the extent to which citizens are convinced in this statement, 

the total number of citizens who completely or partially agree that it is more important to implement 

sweeping changes in the country has remained relatively the same, except in 2019 when citizens were not 

that much convinced in this statement (Chart 40).
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Chart 40. At this point of time, it is more important that sweeping reforms are implemented in the 
country, instead of long-lasting discussion about reforms with citizen participation. (%)

Chart 41. Do you think that boycotting is the right way to express political views in the Assembly? (%)

According to the majority of the citizens (65%), boycotting is not the right way to express political views in 

the work of the Assembly. Only one-fourth (28%) of the respondents stated that boycotting is the right way 

to express political views in the Assembly. Citizens’ perception of this question is almost constant in over 

the last four years. (Chart 41).

Almost two-thirds (65%) of the citizens do not think that postponing and delaying debates in order to 

prevent the adoption of laws or decisions is the right way to express political views in the work of the 

Assembly. This practice is acceptable only for one fourth (25%) of the citizens. Citizens’ perception about 

this practice of the MPs has remained unchanged in the last four years (Chart 42).
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Chart 42. Do you think that prolonging and delaying the debate in order to prevent the adoption of a 
law or decision is the right way to express political views in the work of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 43. What reforms do you think should be a priority for the Assembly? (%)

On the question which are two areas of biggest priority where the Assembly should focus its efforts, 28% 

of the citizens stated that priority should be given to reforms related to the legislative function.  This is 

followed by reforms related to the oversight over the work of the Government (24%), the representative 

function (15%) and oversight over the regulatory bodies (13%). Citizens’ perception on this question in 2022 

is similar to the perception in 2021 (Chart 43).
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According to almost two thirds (61%) of the respondents, the introduction of open lists whereby persons 
and not candidate lists are voted at parliamentary elections, would contribute to improved quality of the 
parliamentary composition in the Assembly.  29% fully agree with this statement, and 32% partially agree.  
25% of the citizens think that the introduction of open lists will not influence the quality of the parliamentary 
composition in the Assembly. 14% of them partially disagree, while 11% completely disagree with this 
statement. 14% of the respondents stated that they do not know if the introduction of open lists is a 
positive change, which points to the need to better inform the citizens about elections and what changes 
mean for them (Chart 44).

More than half (55%) of the respondents think that introduction of one electoral district at parliamentary 
elections will be conducive to better representation of the citizens in the Assembly. 24% fully agree with this 
statement, and 31% of the respondents partially agree. Unlike them, around one fourth (28%) of the citizens 
think that introduction of one electoral district will not improve their representation in the Assembly. 15% of 
them partially disagree and 13% completely disagree with this statement. 17% of the respondents stated 
that they do not know if the introduction of one electoral district at parliamentary elections will improve 
citizens’ representation in the Assembly, which points to the fact that citizens need to be better informed 
by the political parties that propose these changes and what the introduction of one electoral district would 
mean for them (Chart 45).

Chart 44. Introduction of open lists, meaning that voting is for a person instead of a party list, and this  
  will contribute to increased quality of the parliamentary composition in the Assembly. (%)

Chart 45. Introduction of one electoral district in the parliamentary elections will bring about a better         
representation of citizens in the Assembly. (%)
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Over one-half of the respondents (55%) agree that changing the electoral model may result in lowered 
dependence of MPs on their party leaders. 24% completely agree with this statement, and 31% of the 
respondents only partially agree. On the other hand, 29% of the respondents think that electoral model change 
would not result in less dependency on the party leaders. 16% of them partially disagree with this statement, 
and 13% completely disagree. 16% of the respondents did not provide answer to the question.  There are 
minimal fluctuations regarding the citizens’ perception on this question in the last four years (Chart 46).

Almost half of the respondents (49%) think that establishment of multiparty groups in the Assembly where 
MPs from different political parties are brought together around same matters is important, while 34% 
of the respondents disagree. 17% did not share their views or would not answer the question. Given the 
results from this question in the past years, in 2022, citizens have less positive perception about the need 
to establish multiparty groups (Chart 47).

Chart 46. Change in the model of electing MPs (electoral model) at parliamentary elections will contribute     
to lowering the dependency of MPs on party leaders. (%)

Chart 47. Do you think it is important that more thematic multi-party groups are established in the 
Assembly (for instance, Women’s’ parliamentary club) that bring together MPS from various 
political parties on same matters? (%)
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In general, citizens’ opinion is divided in terms of which groups of citizens need the establishment of 

multiparty groups. According to 14% of the respondents who answered “yes“ to the previous question, 

multiparty groups need to be established for the needs of people with disabilities and unemployed 

people. 13% think that such groups are needed for the youth, while 12% think that such groups should be 

established for the needs of single parents.  Respondents are most skeptical about the need to establish 

multiparty groups for the needs and rights of women (6%), Roma (5%) and LGBTI+ community (2%). Given 

that the respondents highlight the need for establishment of already existing multiparty groups in the 

Assembly, this points to the need to better inform the citizens about the work of those parliamentary 

groups (Chart 48).

Chart 48. Which are the most important matters that require the establishment of such groups? (%)

People with disabilities

Unemployed

Youth

Single parents

Social welfare beneficiaries

Environment protection

Elderly people

People in rural areas

Women

Roma

LGBTI+

Other 

14

14

13

12

9

9

8

8

6

5

2

0

0 10 15 205

 Citizens are divided about important matters that require 
establishment of multiparty groups in the Assembly (%)

Respondents did not identify a dominant marginalized group whose interests are best represented by MPs. 

Biggest percentage of the respondents do not know which is the marginalized group whose interests are 

best represented or had no answer to the question (23%). The perception of the citizens who answered the 

question is divided, whereby the biggest percentage (12%) think that the interests of people with disabilities 

are best represented by MPs. Further, they also think that the interests of the LGBTI+ community (11%) and 

beneficiaries of social welfare (11%) are best represented in the Assembly.  According to the respondents, 

least represented are the interests of women (3%), people in rural areas (4) and youth 45% (Chart 49). . 
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Chart 49. From the listed groups of citizens, whose interests do you think are best represented by 
the Assembly:

Interest of women, people from rural areas and youth are 
least represented (%)
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On a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is worst and 5 is best, the respondents rated the work of the Assembly 
with an average score of 2,5. Compared to 2021, this year there is a decline by 0.1 points, and decline by 
0.4 points compared to 2019. The score about the work of the Assembly is fluctuating over the years. 
Since 2009 until the survey of this year, the Assembly was given the highest average score (3.4) in 2017. 
The average score of 2.5 for this year is indicative of a divided opinion of the public about the work of the 
Assembly (Chart 50).
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Chart 51. In general, do you think that the life in our country is headed in the: (%)

The respondents were asked in which direction they think that life in North Macedonia is headed. Majority 

of them think that life in the country is headed in the wrong direction (63%), while only one fourth of the 

respondents (28%) think that life is headed in the right direction. 8% of the respondents did not know how 

to answer the question. Compared to 2021, the percentage of citizens who think that life is headed in the 

right direction is on the decline by 9%. On the other hand, the percentage of citizens who think that life in 

North Macedonia is headed in the wrong direction is increased by 12%. In general, citizens’ perception has 

worsened compared to the last three years (Chart 51). 

Analyzed by the regions where the respondents live, biggest optimists are the citizens of the Eastern (44%) 

and Southwestern region (43%), as almost half of them responded that life is headed in the right direction. 

It is followed by the citizens of the Southeastern region with 38%. Biggest number of negative answers that 

life is headed in the wrong direction, were given by the citizens of the Polog region - 69%, Skopje region - 

67%, and finally the citizens of the Vardar region – 66% (Chart 51.1). 
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Chart 51.1 Do you think that life in North Macedonia in general is headed in: (by regions, %) 

On the question how often do you discuss politics with your friends and family, 12% of the respondents 

stated “every day“, 30% “several times a week“, and 33% “several times a month“. On the other side, 25% 

of the respondents stated that they never discuss politics. Considering the answers that citizens provided 

in the past years, a conclusion is drawn that citizens least discussed politics with their family and friends 

in 2022. Namely, in 2021, 16% of the citizens stated that they discuss politics with people close to them 

every day, whereas in 2022, this percentage is reduced by 4 percentage points (12%). If compared to 2021, 

one can note an increase by 9 percentage points in the percentage of citizens who said they never discuss 

politics with friends and family (Chart 52).
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Chart 52.  How often do you discuss politics with your friends and family? (%)

Citizens were asked to rate their trust in several stakeholders in the society and state institutions, including 

the most important institutions in the political system: President of the country, Government, Assembly, 

and the judiciary. As expected, citizens have biggest trust in the Army (5.7), religious communities (5.6) 

and police (4.9). All other institutions were given average score below the middle of the scale, including 

non-governmental organizations (4.6), public health institutions (4.6), media (4.5), public administration 

(4.4) and municipalities (4.3). Among the most important state institutions in the political system, the 

highest score of trust was given to the President of the country – 4.2, and the lowest score to the judiciary 

- 3.1, whereby the trust in the Assembly (4.0) and the Government (3.9) was rated almost identically.  

Also, citizens have low trust in the public prosecution (3.4), political parties (3.4), State commission for 

prevention of corruption (3.6) and State Audit Office (3.7), (Chart 53).
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The comparison of data about the trust in the four most important institutions in the country shows a 

downward trend of trust. Compared to 2021, one can note biggest decline in the trust for the Government.  

Judiciary is still the lowest ranked of all four institutions (3.2), while the Assembly was given a lower score 

by 0.2 points (from 4.2 points in 2021 to 4.0 in 2022). The trust in the President of the country has also 
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Chart 53.1. Trust in institutions – On 1-10 scale, please describe your trust in the following institutions 
(results from the last 4 years)
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declined in 2022 (by 0.3 points), and in fact this is the lowest score for this institution in the past four years, 

even though it is ranked highest compared to the other institutions.  Taking account of the analyses from 

2019, in general, one can note significant decline in the scores for all institutions in the last several years 

(Chart 54).  
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XII. DEMOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 

Gender Male 49,5%
Female 50,5%

Age 18-29 20%

30-39 19%

40-49 22%

50-64 16%

65+ 23%

Ethnic background Macedonian 65%

Albanian 25%

Roma 3%

Turkish 1%

Serbian 3%

Boshnjak 0%

Vlah 1%

Other 3%

Economic status Formally employed in the public sector on full-time position 19%

Formally employed in the public sector on less than part-time 
position

1%

Formally employed in the private sector on full-time position 29%

Formally employed in the private sector for less than 30 hours 2%

Self-employed (works in own company or shop) 6%

Informal employment with regular income 1%

Informal employment with occasional income 3%

Student 8%

Pensioner 17%

Person with disability unable to work 1%

Unemployed and was not actively seeking job in the last 30 days 6%

Unemployed and is actively searching for job advertisements and 
seeking job

7%

Refuses to answer 2%
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Place of residence Vardar region 8%

Eastern region 9%

Southwestern region 10%

Southeastern region 9%

Pelagonija region 12%

Polog region 14%

Northeastern region 8%

Skopje region 30%
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Chart 1. What is the role of the Assembly in political life in North Macedonia? (%)

Chart 2.  To what extent are you familiar with the accomplishments of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 3.  What will 2021 in the Assembly be remembered for? (%)

Chart 4. On a scale from 1-5 (1 – not satisfied at all and 5 – very satisfied), to which extent are you 

satisfied with the work of the Assembly in the past years?

Chart 5. If you want to be informed about the work of the Assembly, which source of information do you 

commonly use? (%)

Chart 5.1 Sources of information about the work of the Assembly by age groups (%)

Chart 6. What kind of contents do you think should be more frequently aired on the Parliament TV 

Channel? (%)

Chart 7. What type of contents do you think should be available on the website of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 8. To which extent the information received from the media about the work of the Assembly are 

sufficient to keep you up to date with the most important legislative changes? (%)

Chart 9. To what extent the Assembly has control over the Government, that is, control of the 

Government over the Assembly? (%) 

Chart 10. What is the role of the Assembly in the fight against corruption? (%)

Chart 11. MPs questions: (%)

Chart 12. To what extent does the Assembly influence the quality of laws in our country? (%)

Chart 13. To what extent are you satisfied with the quality of laws adopted by the Assembly? (%) 

Chart 14. How often are laws changed? (%)  

Chart 15. Average score on a scale from 1 to 10 about the importance of Assembly functions and to what 

extent those are fulfilled by MPs (%)

Chart 16. To what extent do you think that the Assembly is open to include the public in its work? (%)

Chart 17. How often do MPs include comments made by citizens and civil society organizations in the 

law making? (%)

Chart 18. Do you know who is the MP from your constituency? (%)

Chart 19. Do you think that the MP from your region (municipality, electoral district) is available to have 

meetings with citizens? (%)

Chart 20. MPs from your constituency reach out to citizens by means of? (%)

Chart 21. In your opinion, how should MPs from your region inform the citizens about their work? (%)

Chart 22. Has it ever happened that an MP from your constituency took initiative in the Assembly about a 

problem in your municipality? (%) 

Chart 23. To what extent do you think that the elected MPs represent the interests of the citizens? (%)

Chart 24. How often do MPs represent the following interests? (%)

Chart 25. Do you have information how you can take part in the work of the Assembly? (%)  

Chart 26. Have you ever made an attempt to take part in the work of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 27. In which way do you think you can participate in the work of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 28. (Online) Internet petitions are a good way/tool to include the citizens in the work of the 

Assembly? (%)

XIII. CHARTS
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Chart 29. To what extent do you think that MPs possess sufficient knowledge and willingness to reach 

decisions on behalf of citizens? (%)

Chart 30. MPs of the ruling majority take into consideration the opposition MPs arguments when adopting 

the decisions of the Assembly. (%)

Chart 31. How often are arguments used in the debate between MPs in the Assembly? (%)

Chart 32. How often do MPs use speech in which they belittle and downgrade their opponents on political, 

ethnic, religious and gender grounds?  (%)

Chart 33. Which is the MPs behavior to each other in the Assembly? (%)

Chart 34. Do you think that the ruling majority in the Assembly should be more responsive to the views of 

the opposition? (%)

Chart 35. Citizen associations need to more participate in the work of the Assembly. (%)

Chart 36. MPs are completely dependent on the will of the party leaders. (%)

Chart 37. Political crisis should be resolved in the Assembly, not through leadership meetings. (%)

Chart 38. The coailition or political party contributes to improve the quality of the work in the Assembly (%)

Chart 39. The Assembly is prepared to implement reforms and normalize the political situation. (%)

Chart 40. At this point of time, it is more important that sweeping reforms are implemented in the country, 

instead of long-lasting discussion about reforms with citizen participation. (%)

Chart 41. Do you think that boycotting is the right way to express political views in the Assembly? (%)

Chart 42. Do you think that prolonging and delaying the debate in order to prevent the adoption of a law or 

decision is the right way to express political views in the work of the Assembly? (%)

Chart 43. What reforms do you think should be a priority for the Assembly? (%)

Chart 44. Introduction of open lists, meaning that voting is for a person instead of a party list, and this will 

contribute to increased quality of the parliamentary composition in the Assembly. (%)

Chart 45. Introduction of one electoral district in the parliamentary elections will bring about a better 

representation of citizens in the Assembly. (%)

Chart 46. Change in the model of electing MPs (electoral model) at parliamentary elections will contribute 

to lowering the dependency of MPs on party leaders. (%)

Chart 47. Do you think it is important that more thematic multi-party groups are established in the 

Assembly (for instance, Women’s’ parliamentary club) that bring together MPS from various political 

parties on same matters? (%)

Chart 48. Which are the most important matters that require the establishment of such groups? (%)

Chart 49. From the listed groups of citizens, whose interests do you think are best represented by the 

Assembly: 

Chart 50. Average score about the work of the Assembly (on a scale from 1 - worst to 5- best)

Chart 51. In general, do you think that the life in our country is headed in the: (%)

Chart 51.1. Do you think that life in North Macedonia in general is headed in: (by regions, %) 

Chart 52 How often do you discuss politics with your friends and family? (%)

Chart 53. Trust in institutions – On 1-10 scale, please describe your trust in the following institutions:

Chart 53.1 Trust in institutions – On 1-10 scale, please describe your trust in the following institutions 

(results from the last 4 years)
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

The Swiss Parliamentary Support Program (PSP) will support the efforts of the Assembly of the Republic of 

North Macedonia for independence by building consensus, implementing structural reforms and capacity 

building for institutional development of Assembly; its legislative and oversight roles; and its institutional 

transparency and accountability.

 

The Program supports the strategic planning of the Assembly; human resources management reforms; 

improved regulatory impact assessment and procurement processes; efforts for increased openness 

and open data and increased citizen participation in policy creation. Additionally, it provides support by 

measuring the public opinion and monitoring of the reformation efforts, including this public opinion survey.

The Parliamentary Support Program is supported by the Swiss agency for development and cooperation 

(SDC) through the Swiss Embassy in North Macedonia and is implemented by the National Democratic 

Institute (NDI), Institute for democracy “Societas Civilis“–Skopje (IDSCS) and Centre for change 

management (CCM).

ANNEX 1- SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT THE WORK OF 
THE ASSEMBLY

1. In general, do you think that the life in our country is headed in the:

1. Right direction

2. Wrong direction

3. Do not know (Illegible)

4. Refuses to answer (Illegible)

2. How often do you discuss politics with your friends and family?

1.Every day

2.Several times a week

3.Several times a month

4. Never

5.Do not know/no answer
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1-lowest trustl                            10-biggest trust Do not 
know

Refus-
es to 
answer

Assembly of RNM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Government of RNM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Judiciary 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

President of RNM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Local government (municipal-
ity)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Public administration 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

State Commission for Preven-
tion of Corruption

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

State Audit Office 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Public Prosecution Office 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Public health institutions 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Media 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Political parties 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Non-governmental organiza-
tions

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Religious communities 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Army 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

Police 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

3. In your opinion, what is the role of the Assembly in political life in North Macedonia?

1. The Assembly has significant role in the political life  

2. The Assembly has insignificant role in the political life

98. Do not know (Illegible)

99. Refuses to answer (Illegible)

4. Trust in institutions – On 1-10 scale, please describe your trust in the following institutions: 
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6. What will the past period (January – December  2021) in the Assembly be remembered for?  

(Please compare the answers with the proposed statements below. Proposed statements are not read 

for the respondents)

Currently discussed topics in the Assembly Mentioned

1. Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Census of Population, 
Households and Dwellings

2. Law on Management of Packaging and Packaging Waste (ban for use of plas-
tic bags)

3. Law on Labor Relations and Law on Trade (Sunday – nonworking day)

4. Law on Prevention and Protection from Violence Against Women and Domes-
tic Violence

5. Law on Budgets

6. Proposal for Resolution on establishing the Macedonian state positions in the 
context of blocked European integrations

7. Question about the confidence in the Government of Republic of North Mace-
donia

8. Interpellation for the work of the Minister of foreign affairs, Nikola Dimitrov

9. Proposal for Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Management of 
Illegally Constructed Buildings

10. Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Personal 
Identification Card

11. Proposal – Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Citizenship in 
Republic of North Macedonia

12. Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Protection 
from Harassment at the Workplace

13. Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the Criminal Code

14. Proposal for a Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on Quality of 
Ambient Air

15. Proposal for a Law on Proclaiming Part of Mountain Shar as National Park

16. Other

5. In your view, to what extent are you familiar 

with the accomplishments of the Assembly in the 

period from January to December 2021?

(Explain:  How were laws adopted and what was 

discussed)

1. Completely familiar

2. Partially familiar

3. Little familiar

4. Not familiar at all – skip to next question
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7. On a scale from 1-5 (1 – not satisfied at all and 5 – very satisfied), to which extent are you satisfied 

with the work of the Assembly in the past years?

1 - not satisfied at all                                                                                                                     5 -very satisfied

1 2 3 4 5

8. If you want to be informed about the work of 

the Assembly, which source of information do you 

commonly use? 

(Respondents are able to choose 2 (two) preferred 

answers)

1. Television

2. Parliamentary channel

3. Online news portals

4. Newspaper or magazine

5. Radio

6. Elsewhere on Internet (e.g., Facebook)

7. Friends, cousins, neighbors etc.

8. Assembly website

9. Directly from political parties

10. Other

11. I don’t want to receive information about the 
Assembly/Not interested (skip on the next one)
98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

9. In your opinion, to which extent the information 

received from the media about the work of the 

Assembly are sufficient to keep you up to date 

with the most important legislative changes?

1. Completely sufficient

2. Partially sufficient

3. Partially insufficient

4. Not sufficient at all

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

10. What kind of contents do you think should 
be more frequently aired on the Parliament TV 
Channel? (Multiple choice question)

1. Educational content about the legislative 
process and work of the Assembly

2. Promotional contents about the possibilities 
offered to citizens to get involved in the work 
of the Assembly and to meet the MPs

3. Political debates on topics referring to the 
parliamentary work

4. Expert interpretation of adopted laws and 
legislative changes
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1. Field visits by parliamentary committees

2. Presentation of the activities of parliamentary 
groups

3. Diplomatic activities and events of MPs

4. Other (the respondent can state any other 
proposal_ 

5. Contact TV shows

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

11. In your opinion, what type of contents do you 
think should be available on the website of the 
Assembly of RNM? (Multiple choice question)

1. Speeches of MPs

2. Recordings from committees’ work

3. Public debates

4.Possibilities for communication with MPs

5.Possibilities to pose questions for MPs

6.Educational content about the role and compe-
tencies of the Assembly
7.MPs voting on certain items

8.Minutes from committee and plenary sessions

9.Tracing all readings of the law/steps of the 
legislative process
10.More information on activities and action taken 
by your MP
11.Live streaming of parliamentary sessions 

12. Other (the respondent can state any other 
proposal)
 98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)
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12. I will read out several statements related to MPs’ questions as tool to conduct oversight over the 

executive branch. Please tell me to what extent you agree with each of the statements.

Completely 
agree

Partially 
agree

Partially 
disagree

Completely 
disagree Do not know Refuses

1. MPs’ questions 
enable oversight 
over the work of the
ministers

1 2 3 4 98 99

2. MPs’ questions 
impact the account-
ability of the
institutions

1 2 3 4 98 99

3. MPs’ questions 
are used to advertise 
the Government and 
other
institutions

1 2 3 4 98 99

4. MPs questions 
inform the citizens 
about the work of 
the Government and 
the other institutions

1 2 3 4 98 99

5. MPs’ questions 
are useful for the 
institutions to show 
their accountability 
to the MPs

1 2 3 4 98 99

6. MPs’ questions 
are used to criticize 
the Government and 
other institutions

1 2 3 4 98 99
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13. To what extent does the Assembly influence 

the quality of laws in our country?

1. A lot of influence

2. Moderate influence

3. Somewhat no influence

4. No influence at all

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

14. How often are laws changed?  1. Too often

2. Often

3. Often enough

4. Rarely

5. Very rarely

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

15. To what extent are you satisfied with the quali-
ty of laws adopted by the Assembly? 

(To what extent laws ensure quality regulation 
of relations in the society/ ensure fairness and 
equality and/to the needs of citizens)

1. Very satisfied

2. Somewhat satisfied

3. Somewhat dissatisfied

4. Dissatisfied

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

16. In your opinion, what is the role of the Assem-
bly in the fight against corruption?

1. Reduces corruption

2. Neither reduces nor increases

3. Increases corruption

98. Do not know

99. Refuses to answer
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17. I will read out several functions of the Parliament. On a scale from 1 to 10 (1 being not important 

at all, while 10 very important) please tell us to what extent you think that the respective function is 

important (functions/views are to rotate).

1-not important at all            10-very important                 Do not 
know

Refuses

1. To adopt as many laws and 
legislative changes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

2. To adopt better quality laws 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

3. To control the Government 
and the ministries

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

4To follow up on implementa-
tion of laws and policies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

5. To organize meetings with 
citizens about matters of their 
interest

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

6. To enable the public to take 
part in the making of laws and 
policies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

7. To organize public debates 
on topical matters with ex-
perts, citizen associations

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

8. To oversee the spending 
of the budget (public funds)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99
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18. I will read out several functions of the Assembly. On a scale from 1 to 10 (1 being “not fulfilled at all” 

and 10 being “completely fulfilled”), please tell us to what extent you think that the Assembly fulfils the 

following functions (the functions/views are to rotate) 

1  1-      1- Not fulfilled at all 10 – Completely 
fulfilled

Do not 
know

Refus-
es to 
answer

1. To adopt as many laws and 
legislative changes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

2. To adopt better quality laws 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

3. To control the Government 
and the ministries

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

4To follow up on implementa-
tion of laws and policies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

5. To organize meetings with 
citizens about matters of their 
interest

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

6. To enable the public to take 
part in the making of laws and 
policies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

7. To organize public debates 
on topical matters with ex-
perts, citizen associations

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

8. To oversee the spending of 
the budget (public funds)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 99

19. To what extent do you think that the Assembly 

is open to include the public in its work? (Meaning 

that citizens at any time can obtain information 

about the work of the Assembly and avenues are 

provided for citizen participation)

1. Fully open

2. Partially open 

3. Partially closed

4. Completely closed

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)
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20. In your opinion, how often do MPs include 

comments made by citizens and civil society 

organizations in the law making?

1. Always

2. Often (in most of the cases)

3. Sometimes

4. Rarely

5. Never

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

21. Do you know who is the MP from your 

constituency? 

(Test question with a card for the pollsters. 

Respondent’s answer is compared to the pollster’s 

card that includes names of MPs from the 

respective constituency.  NOTE: DO NOT SHOW 

the card to the respondent !!)

1. Yes (if the answer is correct and at least one 
MP is recognized)
2. No

9. Other (I know that there are no MPs from my 
municipality)

22. Do you think that the MP from your region 

(municipality, electoral district) is available to have 

meetings with citizens?

1. Yes

2. No

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

23. MPs from your constituency reach out to 

citizens by means of?

1. Meetings in constituency offices

2. Meetings with citizens at public locations

3. Public appearances

4. Media

5. Social media

6. Do not reach out to citizens

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

24. In your opinion, how should MPs from your 

region inform the citizens about their work? 

1. Meetings in constituency offices

2. Meetings with citizens at public locations

3. Public appearances

4. Media

5. Social media

6. Other

98. Do not know /No answer  
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25. In your opinion, whether in the course of the 

last year an MP from your constituency happened 

to take initiative in the Assembly about a problem 

in your municipality, community?

1. Yes

2. No

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

26. To what extent do you think that the

elected MPs represent the interests of 

the citizens?

1. Completely

2. Partially

3. Not at all

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

27. How often do MPs represent the following interests?

Always Sometimes Never Do not know Refuses

1.  Interests of the citizens 1 2 3 98 99

2. Personal interests 1 2 3 98 99

3. Interests of the citizens 
in their constituencies

1 2 3 98 99

4. Interests of their own 
political party

1 2 3 98 99

5. Interests of their ethnic 
community

1 2 3 98 99

6. Business interests 1 2 3 98 99

7. Interests of other coun-
tries

1 2 3 98 99
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29. Do you have information how you can take 

part in the work of the Assembly:  

1. Yes

2. No

28. I will read out several statements. To which extent do you agree with each of them?

Completely 
agree

Partially 
agree

Partially 
disagree

Completely 
disagree Do not know Refuses

1. MPs are completely 
dependent on the will of 
the party leaders

1 2 3 4 98 99

8. Political crisis should be 
resolved in the Assembly, 
not through leadership 
meetings

1 2 3 4 98 99

9. Citizen associations 
need to more participate in 
the work of the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

10. At this point of time, 
it is more important that 
sweeping reforms are im-
plemented in the country, 
instead of long-lasting 
discussion about reforms 
with citizen participation

1 2 3 4 98 99

11.The Assembly is 
prepared to implement 
reforms and normalize the 
political situation

1 2 3 4 98 99
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30. In which way do you think you can participate in the work of the Assembly: (DO NOT READ OUT 
THE OPTIONS FOR THE RESPONDENT, multiple choice question) 

1. Take an initiative for adoption of a law or legislative changes?

2. Pose a question to an MP?

3. Ask for a meeting with an MP?

4. Attend a plenary session of the Assembly?

5. Attend a committee session?

6. Obtain information about the legislation and acts that will be discussed by the 
Assembly in the forthcoming period?

7. Take an initiative for a call for local referendum?

8. Take an initiative for a call for national referendum?

9. Ask for a hearing to be held to evaluate the implementation of certain law?

98. Nuk di / pa përgjigje (Nuk lexohet)

31.Have you ever made an attempt to take part in 

the work of the Assembly?? 

1. Yes

2. No

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible) 

32. To what extent do you agree with the following 

statement: 

- (Online) Internet petitions are a good way/tool to 

include the citizens in the work of the Assembly?

 

1. Completely agree

2. Partially agree

3. Partially disagree

4. Completely disagree 

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

33. To what extent do you think that

MPs possess sufficient knowledge and 

willingness to reach decisions on behalf of

citizens?

1. All are prepared

2. Most of them are prepared

3. Most of them are unprepared

4. Not prepared at all

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)
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34. Do you agree with the following statement: 

- MPs of the ruling majority take into consideration 

the opposition MPs arguments when adopting the 

decisions of the Assembly 

1. Completely take them into consideration

2. Mainly take them into consideration

3. Mainly do not take them into consideration

4. Not take them into consideration at all

98. Do not know / No answer

35. According to you, how often do MPs

use speech in which they belittle and downgrade 

their opponents on political, ethnic, religious and 

gender grounds? 

1. Never

2. Rarely

3. Often

4. Always

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

36. According to you, which is the MPs behavior 

to each other in the Assembly?

1. Hostile

2. Competitive

3. Tolerant

4. Cooperative

98. Do not know/No answer (Illegible)

37. According to you, how often are arguments 

used in the debate between MPs in the Assembly?

1. Always

2. Often (in most of the cases)

3. Rarely

4. Never

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)
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38. Do you think that the ruling majority in the 

Assembly should be more responsive to the views 

of the opposition?

1. Yes

2. No

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

Completely 
agree

Partially 
agree

Partially 
disagree

Completely 
disagree Do not know Refuses

VMRO DPMNE led 
coalition contributes to 
increased quality in the 
work of the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

SDSM led coalition 
contributes to increased 
quality in the work of the 
Assembly 

1 2 3 4 98 99

The party Democratic 
Union for Integration (DUI) 
contributes to increased 
quality in the work of the 
Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

The party Alliance for 
Albanians contributes to 
increased quality in the 
work of the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

The party Levica contrib-
utes to increased quality in 
the work of the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

The party Democratic par-
ty of Albanians contributes 
to increased quality in the 
work of the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

The party Alternativa 
contributes to increased 
quality in the work of the 
Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

The party Movement BESA 
contributes to increased 
quality in the work of the 
Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

39. I will read out several statements. To what extent do you agree with them?
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Completely 
agree

Partially 
agree

Partially 
disagree

Completely 
disagree Do not know Refuses

Introduction of open lists, 
meaning that voting is for 
a person instead of a party 
list, and this will contribute 
to increased quality of the 
parliamentary composi-
tion in the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

Introduction of one 
electoral district in the 
parliamentary elections 
will bring about a better 
representation of citizens 
in the Assembly

1 2 3 4 98 99

Change in the model of 
electing MPs (electoral 
model) at parliamentary 
elections will contribute to 
lowering the dependency 
of MPs on party leaders

1 2 3 4 98 99

43. I will read out several statements related to the elections and the electoral model. To what extent 
do you agree with each of the statements (statement rotation).

40. What reforms do you think should be a priority 

for the Assembly? – Which are the segments that 

require most reforms in the Assembly?

(PLEASE SELECT TWO ANSWERS)

1.  Oversight function over the Government

2. Representative function

3. Legislative function

4. Oversight function for regulatory bodies

5. Diplomatic function 

99. Do not know/no answer (Illegible)

41. Do you think that boycotting is the right way to 

express political views in the Assembly?

1. Yes

2. No

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

42. Do you think that prolonging and delaying the 

debate in order to prevent the adoption of a law or 

decision is the right way to express political views 

in the work of the Assembly?

1. Yes

2. No

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)
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44. From the listed groups of citizens, whose 

interests do you think are best represented by the 

Assembly: (select two answers) 

1. People with disabilities  

2. LGBT+ community

3. Roma

4. Single parents

5. Women

6. Elderly people

7. Unemployed

8. Social welfare beneficiaries

9. Youth

10. People in rural areas

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)

46.If yes, which are the most important matters 

that require the establishment of such groups?

1. People with disabilities  

2. LGBT+ community

3. Roma

4. Single parents

5. Women

6. Elderly people

7. Unemployed

8. Social welfare beneficiaries

9. Youth

10. Protection of the environment

11. People in rural areas

12.  Other

45. Do you think it is important that more 

thematic multi-party groups are established in the 

Assembly (for instance, Women’s’ parliamentary 

club, Interparty parliamentary group for the rights 

of LGBTI, etc.) that bring together MPS from 

various political parties on same matters?

1. Yes

2. No (Skip to question 46) 

98. Do not know/ No answer (Illegible)
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A 
The
Government
has
complete
control
over the
Parliament

B V G D GJ Е
The
Parliament
has
complete
control
over the
Government

1 - worst                                                                                                                                                        
5 - best
1 2 3 4 5

47. It is said that in some countries the Government has greater control over the Parliament, while in 
other countries that the Parliament has control over the Government. To what extent do you agree with 
the following statement about our country?

48. On a scale from 1 to 5, please rate the work of the current composition of the Assembly (1 is worst 
and 5 is best) 
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INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE 
PROJECT 
The Swiss Parliamentary Support Programme 

(PSP) will support the efforts of the Parliament of 

the Republic of North Macedonia for independence 

by building consensus, implementing structural 

reforms and capacity building in the institutional 

development of Parliament; in its legislative 

and oversight roles; and in its institutional 

transparency and accountability. 

PSP is implemented by the National Democratic 

Institute, the Institute for Democracy “Societas 

Civilis” - Skopje and the Centre for Change 

Management for the purposes of supporting 

Parliament’s strategic planning; reforms in 

human resource management; improved impact 

assessment of procurement regulations and 

processes; commitment to open data and by 

measuring public opinion and monitoring reform 

efforts, also for the purposes of increased civil 

involvement in policy-making processes.

INFORMATION 
ABOUT IDSCS 
IDSCS is a civil think-tank organisation researching 

the development of good governance, rule of 

law and Macedonia’s European integration. 

IDSCS has the mission to support citizens’ 

involvement in the decision-making process and 

strengthen the participatory political culture. By 

strengthening liberal values, IDSCS contributes 

towards coexistence of diversities.

Contact information about IDSCS  

Address: Str. Miroslav Krlezha 52/2, 

1000 Skopje 

Phone number/ Fax: +389 2 3094 760 

E-Mail: contact@idscs.org.mk

LINK 

This report is available electronically on: 
https://idscs.org.mk/mk/2022/04/19/kuvendi-nen-
thjerez-perceptimi-i-qytetareve-per-punen-e-kuvendit-

te-republikes-se-maqedonise-se-veriut-viti-2022/

https://idscs.org.mk/mk/2022/04/19/kuvendi-nen-thjerez-perceptimi-i-qytetareve-per-punen-e-kuvendit-te-republikes-se-maqedonise-se-veriut-viti-2022/
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