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Witnessing the change: Monitoring the National Anti-Corruption Strategy 

 

The National Anti-Corruption Strategy was adopted by the Parliament of the Republic of North Macedonia in 

April 2021. It is a comprehensive document that provides the basic guidelines for the reform plan aimed at 

combating corruption. In addition to guidelines and topics relevant to the fight against corruption, the strategy 

provides specific commitments that a number of institutions should carry out. Some institutions were given tasks 

because of their work on topics under high risk of corruption. Others are directly responsible for combating 

corruption (in a preventive or repressive manner). 

However, the reforms in this area often take a lot of time, are about strengthening the institutions, and are not 

visible to the citizens. The institutions tend to design the reforms to put the institution itself in their focus. Given 

the challenges of institutional capacities, the reforms are mostly related to strengthening human potential and 

changing procedures. 

The inward focus of the institutions and the long duration of the reforms aggravate factors when it comes to 

gaining citizens' trust. They expect immediate results, so the delayed effect reinforces the feeling that nothing can 

be done about the corruption. This defeatism is a significant systemic problem because the success against 

corruption in global terms is almost exclusively the result of collective action in society. For that to happen, 

motivated allies among the citizens are needed. 

That is why the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption (SCPC) should identify all possible channels that 

will be leveraged to increase the enthusiasm of the citizens.  

One possibility for that is to present the country's reform path by showing the benefits of the changes in the daily 

life of the citizens. However, at the moment, the indicators for monitoring the implementation of the strategy are 

linked to the activities. This tells how many of the activities have been started or completed. However, this does 

not mean that the stakeholders, especially the citizens, will receive information on success. 

While collecting information on the Strategy progress, the SCPC has the opportunity to raise a few additional 

questions that will help the institutions qualitatively assess how they have improved the lives of citizens by 

improving their resilience and the fight against corruption. In that way, the SCPC will introduce a new way of 

reporting because performance reporting is more of an exception than the rule in the institutions.  

 

The project Anti-Corruption Talk in Parliament (ACT in Parliament) includes research and advocacy activities with main purpose of 

supporting the reform process in North Macedonia, by reinforcing the supervisory role of the Parliament in relation to the fight against 

corruption. 

The project is supported by the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) from United States of America. IDSCS is solely responsible for 

the content herein and it does not reflect the positions of the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). 

  
 

 

 


