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Education is an integral part of the fight 

against corruption. It is part of the long-term 

process of socialization and somewhere the 

government can invest in long-term shaping 

of generations that will fight corruption. 

In that way, the state will be involved as 

stakeholder that produces sustainability, as 

a pillar of the existing reforms of the anti-

corruption sector.

The objectives of the anti-corruption education need 

to become more ambitious. Today it is a teaching 

unit – tomorrow, it should become one of the main 

purposes of the educational process which will shape 

generations with personal integrity ready to fight 

corruption. The inter-institutional cooperation, in terms 

of planning the objectives and contents, including their 

creation, should continue and build on what has been 

done so far.
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The fight against corruption is a long-term process 

that requires involvement of many stakeholders in 

society. The adoption of a Law on Anti-Corruption 

alone is not the solution to the problem, but a 

systemic strategy and effective implementation of 

the laws are rather needed. As a common practice 

in the Balkans, the corruption is often linked to the 

historical past of the Balkan region.1 According to 

Mungiu-Pipidi, "in societies where modernization is 

not complete and the state has always been in the 

'private' ownership of certain privileged groups, the 

approach is wrong because it suggests a completely 

different stage of evolution. The quest for solutions 

in the anti-corruption legislation of the developed 

Western democracies is also inappropriate: the 

answers on how to build a fair and bureaucratic 

state can be found in the history of these countries, 

not in their current legal system."2 The author points 

out that many of the behaviors in the countries of 

Southeast Europe are usually blamed on "historical 

legacies", such as pre-communist cultural factors, the 

authoritarian legacies and the collapse of the state 

after the fall of communism.

Almost thirty years after the independence, the 

country is still in transition and is built on the idea of 

democracy and on a set of democratic values. The 

democratic transition is a difficult process – it is 

successful in some areas, but much less so in the 

area of social transformation. 

The lack of efficiency in dealing with corruption is 

also shown by the drop of the country of 5 places 

in the Corruption Perceptions Index ranking of 

countries, prepared by Transparency International 

for 2020.³  The State Commission for Prevention of 

Corruption explained the stagnation of the country 

in the fight against corruption shown by the Index 

with a statement that pointed out that "in addition to 

norms and declarations, the fight against corruption 

also requires adequate resources of the relevant 

institutions and supervisory bodies and, even more 

important, dedication and referral of the corruption 

cases and conflicts of interests. The influence of 

politics, the abuse of office and authority, nepotism, 

clientelism and cronyism are still widespread. 

Following the establishment of the Government 

in 2020, one of the strategic priorities was “Rule of 

Law, Independence of the Judiciary, Consistent and 

Indiscriminate Fight against Crime and Corruption 

with Broad and Binding Transparency". It was the 

first time where a Vice President was appointed 

for fight against corruption and crime, sustainable 

development and human resources, whose task is to 

work on eradication of corruption in the country.

The institutional interventions are doomed to failure 

unless the necessary social environment is created in 

which even a small group of people with integrity in the 

anti-corruption institutions can find a large group of 

allies. We are talking about social conditions in which 

the citizens will provide protection in cases when anti-

corruption institutions will be attacked by powerful 

corrupt actors from the political life and the private 

sector. It is encouraging that public opinion polls show 

that the number of citizens who do not approve of 

corruption is increasing. The Corruption Assessment 

Report: Level of Corruption implemented by the 

Macedonian Center for International Cooperation 

(MCIS) shows that 59% of citizens do not approve of 

corrupt practices, compared to 2018 when citizens 

were divided in their views on corruption (50%). 4
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On the other hand, however, the extent to which 

corruption is acceptable to the country's youth is 

worrying. This situation had a stable tendency in two 

consecutive studies and the tolerance for corruption 

is higher among young people aged 18 to 29 than 

in other age groups. Two-thirds of them would give 

money in order to solve a problem if there is no other 

way, which is about 25 percentage points more than, 

for example, respondents over 60 years of age.5

The corruption tolerance and the acceptance of 

corrupt practices among the young population 

emphasizes the need for anti-corruption values, by 

creating an anti-corruption climate in the schools.

During this period, the new Government also 

introduced the educational reform as a high priority 

area and started by revising the teaching means for 

the students towards a completely new concept of 

elementary education. The education has a great 

influence on the building of personality. The fact is 

that the educational system in Macedonia is outdated 

and with many shortcomings that came to the surface 

with the pandemic and the necessary adjustments to 

the educational process at all levels. Fundamental 

reforms that will lead to modern education are more 

than necessary.

The reform effort in the educational process can be 

used to continue reforms that have already started 

in the area of anti-corruption education. As a topic, 

it has already been introduced in the elementary 

and secondary vocational education. In terms 

of curriculum, it remains to be introduced in the 

gymnasium education. However, as the reform path 

in education is more ambitious, the focus should be 

on education that would value critical thinking and 

reasoning and on establishment of values based on 

the postulates of good governance, in order to build 

personal integrity among young people. In other 

words, personal integrity, which will enable citizens 

who will be allies in the fight against corruption, 

should be the foundation of the educational process.

Promoting integrity among young people is a way 

to move the society up and is crucial to building a 

better future. The education can play a central role in 

prevention of corruption and in building values among 

young people. The young people today receive most 

of the information through the social media and the 

mass media and they give a vague idea of complex 

topics such as corruption. The anti-corruption 

education integrated in the school activities is an 

opportunity for young people to acquire structured 

and objective data. The goal is not just to teach them 

that bribery is wrong, but to introduce them to much 

more complex ethical issues regarding the conflict 

between personal and family interests, on one hand, 

and the public interest of the community, on the other. 

The need for changes in education and the inclusion 

of anti-corruption education as an instrument for 

personality building are evident, and this imposes 

the following questions: What is the appropriate 

form of inclusion in the school activities? What is 

the approach in making such a change? And what 

is the appropriate age limit on when to start such 

education?
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The long-term success of North Macedonia depends 

on how well we shall prepare the future generations 

to oppose corruption and to be active against it. 

The anti-corruption education can be included 

in the school in at least two forms. First, when it 

comes to designing of new program for elementary 

and secondary education, the focus should be on 

centralizing this topic as an educational objective 

and raising it to the rank of fundamental value of 

the process. This is qualitatively different from the 

simple introduction of this topic as just another unit 

in the teaching process in the relevant subjects such 

as civic education, ethics and sociology. The idea of 

the Ministry of Education and Science, for cross-work 

on topics across several subjects in the same time 

period, can help to have a multifaceted understanding 

of the corruption issue and gradually build a person 

that is resistant to corruption. In terms of the formal 

part, the anti-corruption education should be also 

included in the optional activities and project work, 

in order to stimulate the internalization of what has 

been learned and to encourage the students to work 

together.

This kind of approach requires involvement of several 

stakeholders in the process, and should not be left 

to the Ministry of Education and Science alone. It 

is an opportunity for inter-institutional cooperation 

and joint action for a society that is less tolerant of 

corruption.

The Ministry of Education and Science (as a body 

responsible for elementary and secondary education) 

should have a coordinating role in the changes, 

but the inter-institutional approach should include 

experts in the field, such as the State Commission 

for Prevention of Corruption, as well as experts from 

the Bureau for Development of Education that would 

work on changing the curriculum and expanding that 

curriculum with relevant content.

What has been done so far in terms of materials 

needed for the curricula is a product of such 

inter-institutional cooperation. For example, the 

Ministry of Education and Science and the Bureau 

for Development of Education, in the frames of the 

project implemented by the Institute for Democracy 

"Societas Civilis" and the State Commission for 

Prevention of Corruption, prepared a program 

and supplementing tools for teaching the topic of 

corruption in secondary education. In the past, the 

foundations for anti-corruption in the elementary 

education were established through cooperation 

between these state institutions and the Center for 

Civic Education. During this period, the Bureau for 

Development of Education and the Macedonian 

Center for Civic Education assisted in the preparation 

of programs and tools for elementary and secondary 

vocational education.

However, now is the time for the ambition to grow 

and for the fight against corruption to take a more 

prominent place in the education. Teachers should 

not be left out in the process, and at the same 

time it is necessary to work with them towards 

increasing their knowledge regarding corruption, its 
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forms and anti-corruption tools, in order to be able 

to properly transfer that knowledge to the students. 

In this dialogue it has been established that it is 

necessary to work thoroughly in order to remove all 

ethical dilemmas, when one goes deeper into the 

complexity of the phenomenon of corruption.6 The 

inclusion of anti-corruption education in the existing 

curricula is a one-off process that is longer-term in 

nature, compared to the non-formal education and 

the extracurricular activities, because it involves the 

teachers as a key link in the educational process. 

The knowledge of democratic values should be 

properly adapted for children from an early age, 

which is why such topics are included as early as 

elementary education. Furthermore, in secondary 

education, the process should continue in order to 

6  The project "Anti-Corruption Education in Secondary Education" included training of teachers in pilot schools.

prepare students for their future civic duty in 

terms of recognizing and combating corruption.

Involving young people in the fight against 

corruption by establishing values and promoting 

integrity is a way of moving a society that will 

become less tolerant of corrupt practices. 

Education is the key factor in achieving this 

goal, implemented in appropriate manner, 

expanding curricula and providing appropriate 

programs. The fight against corruption is a long-

term process, with a large investment that will 

support it. One part of this investment must 

be implemented in the education as a phase 

of socialization that will prepare the future 

generations to be allies and counterparts in the 

institutional fight against corruption.
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The State Commission for Prevention of Corruption 

(SCPC) is independent in implementing activities 

established by the Law on Prevention of Corruption 

and Conflict of Interest and has the status of a legal 

entity. The Commission implements and initiates 

laws, encourages normative and institutional 

strengthening, creates anti-corruption policies 

and measures, undertakes activities aimed at 

strengthening personal and institutional integrity 

– all of that through education and by raising 

awareness of corruption and conflict of interest, 

thus contributing towards inter-institutional and 

international cooperation, including development of 

a legal culture. Its mission is to establish an effective 

system for prevention and repression of corruption 

and conflict of interest.

IDSCS is a think tank organization that researches 

the development of good governance, rule of law and 

European integration of North Macedonia. IDSCS 

has a mission to assist the civic involvement in the 

decision-making and to strengthen the participatory 

political culture. By strengthening the libertarian 

values, IDSCS contributes to the co-existence of 

diversity.

Contact details for IDSCS
_
Address: Miroslav Krleza street No. 52/1 / 2, 
1000 Skopje 
Tel. No .: +389 2 3094 760,
e-mail: contact@idscs.org.mk

Contact information for SCPC:
_
Dame Gruev str.1, 
1000 Skopje, 
tel. : +389 2 3215 377, 
email contact@dksk.org.mk, 
website faqja www.dksk.mk



About the Project 
_

The project "Anti-Corruption Education in High Schools" 

aims to raise the awareness among young people 

about corruption, strengthen their knowledge about 

corruption, forms of corruption and anti-corruption 

tools, as well as to strengthen their knowledge about 

the importance of building the personal integrity.  

The project is implemented by the Institute for 

Democracy "Societas Civilis" – Skopje, together with 

the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption 

and with financial support from the Embassy of the 

Kingdom of Netherlands. The project activities are 

supported by the Ministry of Education and Science 

and the Bureau for Development of Education of the 

Republic of North Macedonia.




