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During the last twenty years, following 

the rich experience of Central-Eastern 

European and the Baltic states in the 

1990s, the Western Balkan countries 

have largely privatised and liberalised 

their economies, along with partially 

aligning with the EU acquis and 

gradually integrating into the EU 

single market. The aim of economic, 

political and institutional reforms, that 

accompanied market opening and trade 

re-orientation, was to create functioning 

market economies and consolidated 

democracies in the Western Balkans. 

This should have helped Western Balkan 

countries to economically and politically 

converge with the EU and replicate the 

success of the other ten former socialist 

countries that joined the European Union 

(EU) between 2004 and 2007. 

Nevertheless, this transition blueprint 

has worked differently for the Western 

Balkans. Expectations that these 

countries would progressively catch-up 

with Western living standards, consolidate 

their democracies and become full 

members of the European Union have not 

been fulfilled (Milanović, 2014). On the 

contrary, prolonged economic stagnation 

or regression, rising poverty and income 

inequality appear increasingly to be the 

defining characteristics of the social 

fabric of the Western Balkans. Today, a 

middle class exists only nominally, while 

large segments of the population in the 

Western Balkans live under the constant 

threat of poverty or social exclusion 

(Bartlett and Uvalić eds., 2013).1

To be sure, from today’s perspective, 

transition and economic development 

have not proceeded without difficulties 

or contradictions even in Central-Eastern 

Europe and the Baltics. Important gaps 

in GDP per capita, salaries and social 

protection standards between the 

Central-Eastern and Western parts of 

EU enlargement 
in the Western 
Balkans: Missing 
convergence_

1 For an overview see the Eurostat statistics on living conditions for the Enlargement countries: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Enlargement_countries_-_
statistics_on_living_conditions
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Europe remain still today. Strong reliance 

on neoliberal policies of the so-called 

“Washington consensus” has most likely 

exacerbated social and political costs of 

the transition (Kolodko and Nuti, 1997), 

leaving important and still visible marks 

in Central-Eastern European societies 

(EBRD, 2016). Yet, all these unanticipated 

problems should not obscure the fact that 

EU enlargement policy has been able to 

provide a remarkable anchor of stability in 

Europe, as well as set in place a process of 

convergence that has been proceeding for 

more than a quarter of a century.

By contrast, the application of the 

same model of integration to the war-

torn Western Balkans proved to be 

considerably less successful in both its 

socio-economic and political dimension. 

The overlapping of the EU accession 

agenda with the challenging processes of 

nation- and state-building has generated 

conflicting dynamics in the Western 

Balkan countries (Keil and Arkan, 2015), 

where increasing economic, institutional 

and political integration with the EU has 

gone hand in hand with prolonged socio-

economic regression and backsliding of 

democratic standards (BiEPAG, 2017; 

Bonomi and Reljić, 2017).

The sobering results of the economic 

model of EU enlargement in the Western 

Balkans can be epitomised in its 

economic (but also political) dimension 

looking at data on pre-transition GDP 

recovery. In this respect, it is stunning 

to note how two countries in the region, 

Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

have not yet reached their 1989 real GDP 

level, standing respectively at 85 and 

98 percent of their pre-transition 1989 

real GDP (see Figure 1). Montenegro 

and North Macedonia did a little better, 

overcoming their 1989 real GDP in 2008 

and 2016, respectively, while arriving to 

around 114 and 130 percent in 2019. 

Only Albania has followed a radically 

different path and has more than doubled 

its real GDP in less than thirty years, due 

to worse starting conditions (low level 

of economic development) and more 

stable political environment (avoidance 

of military conflicts). Comparable data for 

Kosovo are currently still not available.
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Figure 1.  Western Balkans and EU11 real GDP growth, 1989-2019(1989=100)

Source: Own calculations based on EBRD and IMF data.

After almost twenty years of intense 

Europeanization, the Western Balkans 

still remain among the poorest regions 

in Europe, with living standards in 2018 

between 30 and 40 per cent of EU27 

average GDP per capita (in Purchasing 

Power Standards - PPS), but excluding 

Kosovo (due to unavailability of data), 

which is even less developed; only 

Montenegro, a small and increasingly 

indebted country, has reached 48 per cent 

of the EU27 average (see Figure 2). 

For comparison, the other former socialist 

countries that have joined the EU - 

Lithuania, Estonia, Slovenia and Czech 

Republic – today account between 81 

and 91 percent of EU27 average GDP 

per capita (in PPS); Hungary, Poland and 

Slovakia, between 71 and 74 percent; 

Croatia, Romania and Latvia between 

63 and 69 per cent; while only Bulgaria 

remains close to the Western Balkans 

at 51 percent of EU27 average GDP per 

capita. 

Moreover, the situation has not 

improved in recent years, despite several 
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initiatives and efforts to re-launch the EU 

enlargement process, such as the new 

European Commission’s enlargement 

strategy in 2018, or the contribution to “real 

additional progress” by some willing EU 

member states through the Berlin Process 

and the launch of the Connectivity Agenda 

(Nechev et al., 2018; Bonomi, 2019). On 

the contrary, since the 2008 financial and 

economic crisis, we can observe how 

the process of convergence of Western 

Balkans countries towards the EU27 has 

been proceeding extremely slow or has 

even substantially stopped. At the same 

time, the income gap between the Western 

Balkans and the new EU member states has 

even increased over the past decade.

Particularly worrisome are developments 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia. It 

is clear that both countries are of utmost 

political importance for regional stability. 

However, the lack of fundamental progress 

in these two countries, that together 

account for more than half of Western 

Balkan populations, means that the 

larger part of Western Balkan population 

has lived in societies that have not seen 

any substantial improvements in living 

standards for over a decade.

Figure 2.  GDP per capita in PPS, 2008 and 2018 in Western Balkans
   and EU11 (EU27= 100)
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Source: Eurostat. Data for Kosovo not available.
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It is also worth noting that the success of 

EU enlargement policy towards the former 

socialist countries in Central Eastern 

Europe took place in a unique moment 

of history, following the fall of the Berlin 

wall in November 1989, with no serious 

adverse political models or other non-

Western influential actors in play.

On the contrary, in the Western Balkans, 

economic transition has encountered 

major difficulties, since the general 

conditions hampered the affirmation of 

the liberal model. This has certainly been 

a reflection of multiple factors, starting 

from substantial delays in transition, 

highly unstable political conditions in the 

1990s, a different, continuously evolving, 

international environment and uncertainty 

within the EU about future enlargements. 

These factors have facilitated the 

presence and, at least in some countries, 

increasing political influence of Russia, 

China, Turkey and the Gulf states (Bonomi 

and Uvalić, 2019). 

The fact is that, very differently from 

all other former Socialist countries 

now in the EU and even Albania, in the 

successor states of former Yugoslavia the 

accomplishments of the liberal economic 

model still remain to be fully verified. 

Even after thirty years, living standards 

in pre-transition Yugoslavia have never 

stopped to represent an important point 

of reference against which to measure 

present successes (see Figure 1). 

Taking stock 
from failures: 
Three phases of 
transition and 
integration into 
the EU _

In order to explain unsatisfactory 

economic performance, lack of 

convergence and the loss of reform 

momentum in the Western Balkans, the 

most important international institutions 

have most frequently pointed to reform 

fatigue and vested interests (for instance 

World Bank Group, 2015). Diplomatic 

jargon has often referred to the need 

to maintain “motivation” for ongoing 

reforms. However, such a narrow 

and superficial focus is certainly not 

adequate, since it does not take into 

account the long-term causes of the 
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current economic situation (Roland eds., 

2012). 

Too frequently it is considered that 

transition in parts of the region started 

only in the new millennium, forgetting 

that the Western Balkans also began their 

transition in the late 1980s. A decade of 

political instability, armed conflicts and 

international sanctions in large parts of 

the region has left profound and long-

lasting political, economic and social 

consequences. This fact is fundamental 

for understanding and explaining why 

similar policies to those implemented in 

Central Eastern Europe and the Baltics 

have led to such different outcomes 

(Svejnar and Uvalić, 2012).

The first phase of transition in the 

Western Balkans corresponded to the 

first decade in the 1990s, that was 

characterised by highly unsatisfactory 

economic performance, including 

historical records in hyperinflation, long 

transition-related recessions that were 

repeated in the second half of the 1990s, 

modest economic reforms and even 

reversals of positive changes due to the 

dramatic political situation, destruction 

of production facilities and massive 

emigration. 

The region has experienced three main 

shocks: the transition from a socialist 

economic system to market economy 

(which started in 1988-89 in former 

Yugoslavia and in 1991 in Albania), 

disintegration of former Yugoslavia 

(starting in mid-1991) and five military 

conflicts, while the Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia was under international 

sanctions during most of the decade 

(from May 1992 to 1996 and again in 

1998-99). 

During this first phase, the effects 

of transition in Albania were very 

different, as the country experienced 

the destruction of mainly out-dated 

production facilities, fast liberalisation 

and opening of markets and borders, 

resulting in massive emigration and quick 

increase of external debt. This first phase 

of transition was also accompanied by 

lack of concrete and consistent overall 

EU/international strategies for the region.

The second phase of transition began 

in early 2000s, when there was a major 

change in international strategies 
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towards the region that included, 

most importantly, the launch of the EU 

Stabilization and Association process 

for the Western Balkans. What followed 

was a period of rapid market opening, 

trade liberalization and gradual trade 

re-orientation towards primarily the EU, 

greatly facilitating increasing economic 

integration with the EU. 

In the early 2000s, however, the overall 

political and economic conditions in 

the Western Balkans were far worse 

than in the former socialist countries in 

Central Eastern Europe and the Baltics in 

1989. Due to the legacies of the 1990s, 

potential EU candidates in the Balkans 

started undertaking the EU integration 

path with devastated industrial capacities, 

flourishing of shadow economies and 

extremely weak states – including 

dysfunctional public administrations, wide-

spread corruption and twinning of public 

officials and organised crime figures – 

along with unsatisfactory education and 

health systems and many other socio-

economic flaws. 

While economic performance did 

improve after 2000, the strong growth 

during 2001-2008, on average for the six 

Western Balkan countries close to or over 

5%, was primarily based on the inflow 

of foreign (mainly EU) capital (donors’ 

assistance, FDI, bank loans, remittances) 

often not leading to profound economic 

restructuring and modernisation. 

Institutions that governments tried to 

put in place to regulate the markets and 

safeguard competition were inefficient, 

frequently leaving free hands to tycoon 

capitalists to exercise quasi-monopolistic 

power and extract rent from privatised 

former socialist enterprises. 

At the same time, foreign investors 

that arrived to the region after 2001 

have predominantly targeted the non-

tradable services sectors (banking, 

telecommunications, retail trade, 

real estate), contributing to further 

deindustrialisation, insufficient job creation 

and limited export growth, leading to the 

widening of trade deficits. Agriculture 

was neglected throughout the region 

despite its importance and comparative 

advantage of all Western Balkan countries.

The unsustainability of this growth 

model in the Western Balkans became 



fully evident after the global financial 

and economic crisis severely affected 

the region in late 2008. The sharp fall 

in foreign capital inflows and reduced 

demand for exports in the aftermath of 

the crisis have led to several recessions 

in the Western Balkans after 2008 

and brought about an initial soaring of 

public budget deficits, before turning to 

tough austerity policies, in most Balkan 

countries under EU and IMF conditionality, 

parallel with a rapid rise of external debt 

(Bonomi, 2016). 

During this period, the Western Balkan 

countries have intensified their political 

and economic relations with a number 

of non-EU countries like China, Russia, 

Turkey and the Gulf States. Despite 

increasing links with other countries, the 

present degree of EU–Western Balkan 

economic integration remains high, 

dominating economic relations with other 

partners (Bonomi e Uvalić, 2019). 

Today, from an economic perspective, 

considering the high degree of economic 

integration, the pre-accession countries in 

the Western Balkans appear to be already 

part of the European club – but with 

many disadvantages and no voting rights. 

The Western Balkans have around 70% 

of their total trade with the EU, within a 

nearly completely liberalised trade regime; 

between 75 to 90% of their banking 

systems are foreign-owned (mainly by 

German, Italian, French, Austrian and 

Greek banks); and all countries are highly 

euroized economies, formally or de facto 

linking their currencies to the Euro, or 

effectively using the Euro as legal tender 

(Kosovo, Montenegro) (Bonomi and Reljić, 

2017). 

However, the close economic ties with the 

EU, instead of helping deeper economic 

restructuring and modernisation, 

seem to have aggravated the Western 

Balkans’ inadequate capacity to develop. 

All in all, almost two decades of EU-

Balkan economic integration - through 

trade, FDI, financial markets, banking, 

introduction of legislation based on 

the acquis communautaire, intensified 

political dialogue - have led to increasing 

integration with the EU economy, but 

also increasing dependency on the EU. 

Increasing integration with the EU has also 
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rendered the Western Balkan economies 

much more vulnerable to external shocks, 

prevalently transmitted through the EU, 

without providing the same amortization 

mechanisms at disposal of EU member 

states. 

The region’s inability to positively integrate 

with the EU economy can be illustrated by 

the relatively limited results in increasing 

manufacturing exports. If compared with 

the EU10 from Central Eastern Europe, 

not only are exports in manufactures 

(in percentage of GDP) much lower in 

the Western Balkans, but they are far 

less sophisticated (see Figure 3). This 

clearly points to their insufficient export 

orientation, low competitiveness on 

world markets and slow technological 

upgrading. Whereas in the EU10, the 

early arrival of FDI has favoured the 

transfer of capital, know-how and modern 

technology, in this way also facilitating 

re-industrialisation and modernization of 

outdated capacity, this has happened to a 

much lesser extent in the WBs.

Figure 3.  Trends in WB5 and EU10 exports of manufactures by sector,
   in % of GDP (1995-2016)

Source: Own calculations based on UNCTAD data. Data for Kosovo are not available. EU-10 includes 
Central Eastern European and Baltic EU member states. 
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Overall, the better performance of Central 

Eastern Europe and the Baltics reflects 

multiple factors, including absence of 

military conflicts and devastation in 

the early years of transition, quicker 

application of economic reforms, swift 

political and financial support from the EU 

and greater proximity to the EU industrial 

core. These factors allowed the Central 

Eastern Europe and the Baltics to attract 

foreign direct investment at an early stage, 

which helped restructure and modernise 

their economies, and integrate relatively 

quickly with the EU economy and into 

global value chains. 

Figure 4.  Unemployment rate (% of Labour Force, 15-74)

Source: Eurostat. 

On the contrary, the Western Balkans 

have suffered from the effects of multiple 

wars, an ensuing systematic lack of public 

and private investments, deficient and 

deteriorating infrastructure, interruption 

of production chains within former 

Yugoslavia, profound and continuous 

deindustrialisation and extreme weakness 

in transforming GDP growth into jobs 

creation – which turned into high 

unemployment, low employment rates 

(with half of the young population still 

inactive – see Figures 4 and 5), rising 

inequality, poverty and upward trends in 

emigration.
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Figure 5.  Employment rate (% of population, 20-64)

Source: Eurostat. 

Prospects_
The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic 

in early 2020 and the associated 

lockdowns are having an unprecedented 

economic impact, so the final outcome 

will undoubtedly be devastating.  

The global economy is suffering a 

symmetrical shock, with a simultaneous 

decline of supply and demand, so the 

effects will be stronger than even those 

of the financial and economic crisis of 

2008-09.  Whether the crisis will turn out 

to be an opportunity to re-launch Western 

Balkans convergence with the EU or will 

widen the gap with respect to European 

living standards is yet to be seen. 

The crisis has certainly created the need 

for a common economic agenda, even 

more than before – including economic 

recovery, solidarity, involvement of 
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Western Balkans with the European 

green deal, digital market, improved 

infrastructure, etc. However, the fight 

against the virus and economic recovery 

within the EU will be such a strong priority 

of the present Commission, that it will 

have to work hard to maintain cohesion 

among the 27 member states. This could 

lead to EU enlargement receiving even less 

attention than during the pre-pandemic 

period. 

Moreover, most new EU member states 

from Central and Eastern Europe are 

likely to benefit from stronger and more 

sustainable post-pandemic recovery than 

the EU-15 (old member states), because 

the pandemic has affected them relatively 

less and government restrictive measures 

taken to stop the spread of the virus were 

timelier.

Although similar conclusions apply to the 

Balkans (measures were timely, preventing 

the fast spread of the virus), the outcome 

might be different also this time. The 

pandemic is likely to further exacerbate 

structural problems of the Western Balkan 

economies, which were there well before 

2020. As we have seen, many structural 

problems have not been addressed 

adequately, posing serious challenges and 

impediments for post-pandemic growth.

Not all the Western Balkan countries will 

be affected in the same way, as there 

are different degrees of vulnerabilities 

and channels of transmission. Countries 

highly dependent on services’ exports, 

such as Albania, Montenegro and 

Kosovo, are probably more vulnerable 

to immediate shocks, especially in light 

of substantial losses in tourism during 

the summer season. Countries relying 

more on merchandise exports, such as 

Serbia, North Macedonia and Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, are likely to experience 

a strong decline in demand for some 

durable goods that could last longer, 

depending to a large extent on the path 

of recovery in core EU countries such as 

Germany and Italy. 

All Western Balkan countries will 

experience strong effects of the pandemic 

on their labour markets, due to their 

specific features: high share of informal, 

temporary and self-employment, together 
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with very weak social safety nets. 

Therefore, most countries are likely to 

assist further worsening of labour market 

indicators, which could contribute further 

to already accumulated social and political 

tensions. 

Finally, the intensity and length of the 

recession within the EU will be a major 

driver of the current and future economic 

crises in the Western Balkans. This region 

is strongly dependent on the EU through 

multiple linkages - trade, investment, 

finance, banking, migrants´ remittances. 

The substantial drop in trade, investment 

and financial flows during the pandemic 

will pose serious challenges to the 

Western Balkan countries in financing their 

current account and trade account deficits 

in the future. 

In the absence of a major intervening 

factor – hopefully, from the EU, as Western 

Balkans’ major ally – it is likely that we 

could assist something that we have 

already seen after the global financial 

and economic crisis: an initial soaring of 

public budget deficits to sustain supply 

and demand and an increase in foreign 

indebtedness, before turning to tough 

austerity policies, cutting of internal 

consumption and increasing competition 

to attract external investments through a 

race to the bottom in regulatory standards 

(for EU firms) and un-transparent 

investment deals with third countries. 

Clearly, this should not necessarily happen, 

but the outcome will depend, to a large 

extent, on how the EU and its members 

states intend to treat their Western 

Balkan partners. Despite some initial 

hesitations, in the ‘Zagreb Declaration’ of 

6 May 2020 the EU reiterated its solidarity 

with its Western Balkan partners and 

announced the intentions (outlined in the 

Commission’s Communication of 29 April) 

to support their efforts to fight the Corona 

virus outbreak. The EU has mobilized a 

package of over EUR 3.3 billion to support 

the Western Balkans immediate responses 

in tackling COVID-19 and the post-

pandemic recovery (see EU Commission 

2020). 

The key will now be to verify the 

ambitions of the announced ‘autumn 

economic package’ of the EU for the 
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Western Balkans. After two decades 

of sobering results in the process of 

Europeanisation of the region, it is clearly 

not enough to simply renew political will 

and commitment. Political will should 

go hand in hand with an EU enlargement 

strategy that has a strong developmental 

component, that could, therefore, be 

realistically expected to have a significant 

impact on deteriorating structural 

problems that have indeed for many 

years impeded a faster process of socio-

economic convergence with Western 

standards.

14



References _
Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group (BiEPAG, 2017).  The Crisis of Democracy in 

the Western Balkans. Authoritarianism and EU Stabilitocracy. Policy paper, March 2017: 

http://www.biepag.eu/wpcontent/uploads/2017/03/BIEPAG-The-Crisis-of-Democracy-in-

the-Western-Balkans.-Authoritarianism-and-EU-Stabilitocracy- web.pdf

Bartlett, W. and Uvalić, M. (eds) (2013). The Social Consequences of the Global Economic 

Crisis in South East Europe. LSEE Research on South Eastern Europe, June 2013: 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/LSEE-Research-on-South-Eastern-Europe/Assets/Documents/

Publications/Research-Network-on-Social-Cohesion/Social- Consequences-Final.pdf 

Bonomi, M. (2016). Economic Governance in the Balkans: Towards a More Sustainable 

Path of Economic Development? European Policy Centre (EPC) Policy Briefs, November 

2016: http://www.epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_id=3&pub_id=7130

Bonomi, M. (2019). Off Track. The EU’s Re-engagement with the Western Balkans. IAI 

Papers, No. 19|08, April 2019: https://www.iai.it/en/node/10181 

Bonomi, M. and Reljić, D. (2017). The EU and the Western Balkans: So Near and Yet 

So Far. Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (the German Institute for International and 

Security Affairs, SWP) December 2017: https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-

eu-and- the-western-balkans-so-near-and-yet-so-far/

Bonomi, M. and Uvalic, M. (2019). “The economic development of the Western Balkans. 

The importance of non-EU actors” in Florian Bieber and Nikolaos Tzifakis (eds.), The 

Influence of External Actors in the Western Balkans, Routledge, 2019, pp. 36-58.

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD, 2016), Life in Transition III. 

A Decade of Measuring Transition. December 2016, https://www.ebrd.com/publications/

life-in-transition-iii 

Bechev, D. (2012).The Periphery of the Periphery: The Western Balkans and the Euro 

Crisis.  European Council of Foreign Relations (ECFR). Retrieved from https://www.ecfr.

eu/page/-/ECFR60_WESTERN_BALKANS_BRIEF_AW.pdf 

Bonomi, M.  (2018). The EU and the Western Balkans: A region of opportunities, 

not only of risks, DOC Research Institute. Retrieved from https://doc-research.org/

aug19/2018/06/eu-western-balkans-region-opportunities-risks/. 

Bonomi, M., Reljić, D. (2017). The EU and the Western Balkans: So Near and Yet So Far. 

Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP). Retrieved from https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/

publication/the-eu-and-the-western-balkans-so-near-and-yet-so-far/. 

Bonomi, M. (2017). The Western Balkans in the European Union: Perspectives of a region 

in Europe. Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) 17|13 July 201. Retrieved from  http://www.

iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/western-balkans-european-union-perspectives-region-europe.

Bonomi, M., Hackaj A., & Reljić, D. (2020). Avoiding the Trap of Another Paper Exercise: 

Why the Western Balkans Need a Human Development-centred EU Enlargement Model, 

Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) 20|04 January 2020. Retrieved from  https://www.iai.it/

sites/default/files/iaip2004.pdf

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2009). Transition Report: 

Transition in Crisis? Retrieved from https://www.ebrd.com/downloads/research/

transition/TR09.pdf.

European Commission, Directorate-General for Trade (2018). Trade in goods with 

Western Balkans 6. Retrieved from http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/

september/tradoc_111477.pdf.

15EU	enlargement	policy	and	socio-economic	convergence	in	the	Western	Balkans



European Commission (2020). Support to the Western Balkans in tackling COVID-19 and 

the post-pandemic recovery. Commission contribution ahead of the EU-Western Balkans 

leaders meeting on 6 May 2020. Brussels, 29.4.2020 COM(2020) 315 final: https://

ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/com_2020_315_en.pdf 

Keil S. and Arkan Z. (eds) (2015). The EU and Member State Building. European Foreign 

Policy in the Western Balkans. London/New York, Routledge, 2015.

Kolodko, G. W. and Nuti, D. M. (1997). The Polish Alternative. Old Myths, Hard Facts and 

New Strategies in the Successful Transformation of the Polish Economy. WIDER Research 

for Action 33. Helsinki: The United Nations University World Institute for Development 

Economics Research.

Milanović, B. (2014). “For Whom the Wall Fell? A Balance Sheet of the Transition to 

Capitalism”, the Globalist, https://www.theglobalist.com/for-whom-the-wall-fell-a-

balance-sheet-of-the-transition-to-capitalism/.

Nechev, Z. et al. (2018). The Credible Enlargement Perspective for the Western Balkans 

through the Lenses of the Berlin Process. IDSCS Policy Briefs, July 2018: https://idscs.

org.mk/en/?p=7086  

Roland, G. (eds.) (2012). Economies in Transition. The Long-Run View. Basingstoke, 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.

Svejnar, Jan and Uvalić, Milica (2012). “Why development patterns differ: the Czech and 

Serbian models compared” in (ed. by) Gérard Roland, Masahiko Aoki and Timur Kuran, 

Institutions and Comparative Economic Development, Palgrave Macmillan, pp.184-212.

World Bank Group (2015). “Growth Recovers, Risks Heighten”, South East Europe Regular 

Economic Report, No. 8, https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/23684.

16



Information about
IDSCS_

About this 
contribution_

This contribution builds upon the panel 

discussions of the 2020 Think Tank Forum 

Western Balkans Skopje ‘Stimulating 

strategic autonomy - Western Balkans’ 

contribution for a shared European future’, 

organized within the 2020 joint Presidency 

of the Republic of North Macedonia and 

Republic of Bulgaria with the Western 

Balkans Summit Series.

IDSCS is a think-tank organisation 

researching the development of good 

governance, rule of law and North 

Macedonia’s European integration. IDSCS 

has the mission to support citizens’ 

involvement in the decision-making 

process and strengthen the participatory 

political culture. By strengthening liberal 

values, IDSCS contributes towards 

coexistence of diversities.

Contact information about IDSCS
- 
Address: Str. Miroslav Krlezha 52/2,

1000 Skopje

Phone number: +389 2 3094 760

E-Mail: contact@idscs.org.mk



Information about
the author_

Matteo Bonomi (PhD, Scuola Superiore 

Sant’Anna, Pisa) is a Research Fellow 

at Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) in 

Rome, where he  works on two specific 

programmes, “EU, politics and institutions” 

and “Eastern Europe and Eurasia”. His 

professional experience and research 

interests have been related to EU 

integration and EU enlargement policy. He 

has worked as expert or consultant for 

various institutes, think tanks, foundations 

or public agencies in Albania, Belgium, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Germany, Italy, 

Montenegro and Serbia, including the 

European Policy Centre (EPC, Brussels), 

the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik 

(SWP, Brussels’s Office) and the European 

Commission. He also holds two MA 

degrees, in Philosophy (San Raffaele 

University, Milan) and in European Studies 

(European College, Parma). He has 

published academic and policy papers on 

various aspects of EU integration,  Western 

Balkan – EU relations and the political 

economy of EU enlargement.

Link_

This report is available electronically on:
- 
https://idscs.org.mk/en/portfolio/eu-

enlargement-policy-and-socio-economic-

convergence-in-the-western-balkans/

EU enlargement policy and 
socio-economic convergence 

in the Western Balkans  
-

Matteo Bonomi

October 2020

Policy Paper No.52/2020



EU enlargement policy and 
socio-economic convergence 

in the Western Balkans  
-

Matteo Bonomi

October 2020

Policy Paper No.52/2020


