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Parliament in the time of COVID-19 

 

The outbreak of COVID-19 in the world has an impact on all countries – both developed and 

developing countries, such as the Republic of North Macedonia. When dealing with such crises, the 

fight to preserve and protect human life is a priority. On account of this, oversight often comes 

second, even though the risks when it comes to good governance, rule of law and corruption are 

increasing.     

In a state of emergency, the Government is granted with the power and authorization to adopt 

ordinances with power of law. Often, it is the impression that parliaments do not work during a state 

of emergency for two reasons: the urgency caused by the state of emergency is thought to make 

parliaments slow and unnecessary; the transfer of legislative power to the executive power is thought 

to temporarily obviate the need for a parliament. Nevertheless, these two opinions are incorrect.     

The Parliament has a crucial role in reaching two goals in a state of emergency. 

The first goal is to ensure oversight over the executive power. Political decision-making processes in 

a state of emergency are understandably accelerated. Henceforth the transfer of legislative 

competences to the Government. However, the separation of powers is not abolished in a state of 

emergency. On the contrary, the Parliament and the judiciary have an important role in preventing 

potential overstepping and abuse, particularly taking into consideration that in a state of emergency 

rights are restricted, procedures are urgent and have fewer control mechanisms incorporated.  

Of course, the Parliament has established independent and regulatory bodies that could perform 

oversight in this state of emergency. However, the direct participation of MPs in the oversight and 

control reaches the second goal – negotiation and securing consensus between political players. 

The situation in which a state of emergency was declared in the country with a caretaker government 

including representatives of the opposition was a coincidence. Under some other circumstances, this 

might not be the case, so there would be a need arising to formally include the opposition. The 

Security Council is not such a forum, while leadership meetings exclude the representatives of 

citizens from the decision-making process and have a negative impact on democratic processes in 

the long run.   

Thus, the Parliament is the forum where in a state of emergency consensus is arrived at by allowing 

the opposition to perform its oversight role, drawing by itself a process of negotiation between the 

majority and the opposition about political decisions. The constitutional role of the Parliament cannot 

be suspended because of the emergency conditions and it is important for the MPs to continue their 

work in line with the security measures, as is done by their colleagues from 22 European countries.  
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