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The Role of Parliament in the New Approach of EU Accession Negotiations  

 

At the beginning of February 2020, the European Commission communicated the framework of its 

proposal concerning a new methodology for accession negotiations with Western Balkan countries. 

The methodology is a result of the need for a process which shall ensure that future member states will 

not be countries having serious problems with democratic governance and rule of law. 

The biggest change in the negotiation process is the grouping of chapters currently subject to 

negotiation. Chapters are grouped into clusters of which, to start with, the most important one is the 

one referring to prevention of corruption, rule of law, public procurement, security, public administration 

reform, and financial control. Grouping has been made so that problems are resolved horizontally, by 

means of intervention in several sectors. This increases complexity of reforms, but at the same time, if 

done well, also ensures sustainability of change. 

What is the role of Parliament in this regard?  

In the draft framework of the new negotiation methodology, parliaments are not mentioned even once. 

Still, the very same day the methodology was presented, Enlargement Commissioner Várhelyi 

emphasized that he sees Balkan parliaments as an important link to citizens. The European Parliament, 

as well, has been underlining for quite some time now the oversight role of parliaments as a necessity 

in the negotiation process. 

Thus, the first and foremost expectation comes from citizens, and that includes active involvement of 

MPs in the process, while, on the other hand, here we have the declared expectation of the European 

Union seeing an important oversight role in parliaments. 

These expectations accentuate the double role of the Parliament. Even though it will be the Government 

leading the negotiations, MPs have a vital role in the creation of policies which will realize the EU 

accession process. What is known beforehand is that the process will last for more than 10 years, so 

the Parliament is the perfect place to secure sustainability of change and priorities regardless of which 

parties hold the parliamentary majority. The problems to be solved are big and will encompass 

significant change in institutions. Therefore, by means of negotiations in Parliament, continuous 

negotiation is necessary for the purpose of securing consensus. In order to secure this consensus, it is 

necessary to include civil society in the parliamentary forum, in particular in the discussions on how to 

formulate policies and set priorities. 

On the other hand, the Parliament’s oversight role should also ensure fulfilment of tasks. In this sense, 

it is the role of MPs to ensure that change is not only made for the purpose of EU accession, but because 

reforms deliver visible results to citizens. Only in this way will the parliamentary forum of mutual 

harmonization between the various sides to politics be understood as a legitimate process in the 

interest of citizens. 

 

The project “Anti-Corruption Talk in Parliament (ACT in Parliament)” involves investigative and advocacy activities with the 

primary goal of supporting the reform process in North Macedonia by strengthening the oversight role of the Parliament with 

regard to the fight against corruption. 

The project is supported by the National Endowment for Democracy – NED from the United States of America. IDSCS bears 

responsibility for the contents and in no way reflects the positions of the National Endowment for Democracy – NED. 

 

  
 


