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Introduction_

The idea of Western Balkan integration 

into the EU was formally put forward at 

the 2003 EU-Western Balkans Summit 

in Thessaloniki.1 In the last 16 years, 

however, both the EU and the Western 

Balkans have changed significantly and 

so had EU’s accession policy. The EU 

enlarged with 13 new member states,2 

whereas the Western Balkans witnessed 

one dissolution (Serbia and Montenegro in 

2006)3 and one independence declaration 

(Kosovo declared independence in 2008).4 

Out of the then seven Western Balkan 

countries, only Croatia managed to join the 

Union in 2013.

Besides keeping the European perspective 

of the Western Balkans on its agenda, 

the then newly elected European 

1  European Commission, “European Commission - PRESS RELEASES - Press Release - Eu-Western 
Balkans Summit Thessaloniki, 21 June 2003,” 2003, http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_PRES-
03-163_en.htm.

2 Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and 
Slovenia became members in 2004, Bulgaria and Romania acceded in 2007, while Croatia joined 
in 2013.

3 The State Union between Serbia and Montenegro dissolved in 2006 when Belgrade and 
Podgorica formally declared independence.

4 Kosovo’s independence is disputed by Serbia as well as by five EU member states (Cyprus, 
Greece, Romania, Slovakia, and Spain).

5 Jean-Claude Juncker, “Opening Statement in the European Parliament Plenary Session,” July 15, 
2014, https://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/jean-claude-juncker---political-guidelines.pdf.

6 European Commission, “A Credible Enlargement Perspective for and Enhanced EU Engagement 
with the Western Balkans,” February 6, 2018, https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-
political/files/communication-credible-enlargement-perspective-western-balkans_en.pdf.

Commission, led by Jean-Claude Juncker, 

announced that no enlargement would 

take place between 2014 and 2019.5 

Henceforth, Montenegro and Serbia 

have been negotiating their membership 

since 2012 and 2014 respectively. In 

addition, North Macedonia and Albania 

are candidate countries since 2005 

and 2014 respectively and have not 

started their accession talks yet, while 

Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo are 

considered potential candidates for EU 

membership. However, one year before 

the end of its mandate, at the beginning 

of 2018, Juncker’s Commission provided 

the Western Balkan countries with a 

credible enlargement perspective.6 The 

Commission’s enlargement perspective, 

presented through six flagship initiatives 
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7  Ibid.
8  Ibid.
9 Officially Western Balkans Summit.
10 The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process,” accessed July 6, 

2019, https://berlinprocess.info/about/#wbsummits.
11 Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Poland, Slovenia and the United Kingdom.
12 The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process.”

(rule of law, socio-economic development, 

digital agenda, security and migration, 

connectivity, reconciliation and good 

neighbourly relations), gave the region 

a possibility to integrate into the EU 

if bilateral disputes are resolved and 

membership criteria are met.7 In order 

to successfully operationalize this 

strategy, the European Commission 

also envisioned financial assistance by 

gradually increasing the Instrument for 

Pre-Accession Assistance support for the 

Western Balkans until 2020.8 

EU member-states, such as Germany 

and France, have come up with their 

own strategies for the region as well. In 

response to Juncker’s ‘no’, in August 2014, 

the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, 

introduced the so-called Berlin Process,9 

a political initiative aimed at furthering 

Western Balkans’ EU integration through 

reinforced regional cooperation.10 Initially 

envisioned for the period between 2014 

and 2018, the Berlin Process focuses on 

several policy areas including resolving 

the outstanding bilateral issues and 

increasing cooperation in the fields 

of economy, trade and infrastructure, 

youth, business, and civil society. Even 

though introduced by Germany, the 

Berlin Process is, in its essence, an 

international initiative involving ten EU 

Member States,11 the six Western Balkans 

countries and the Commission. Since 

the first Western Balkans Summit (WBS) 

held in Berlin in 2014, the Process has 

been presided over by Austria (Vienna 

2015), France (Paris 2016), Italy (Trieste 

2017), the United Kingdom (London 

2018) and Poland (Poznan 2019). This 

provided the presidencies of the Berlin 

Process with the opportunity to adapt 

their agenda according to the priorities 

of the hosting country. Last, the Process’ 

financial sustainability is supported by 

several parties including the European 

Commission, international financial 

institutions, and the EU member states 

participating in the Process.12
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13  EWB, “Merkel and Macron: No Resolution Should Be Expected, WB Is Our Responsibility,” 
European Western Balkans (blog), April 29, 2019, https://europeanwesternbalkans.
com/2019/04/29/merkel-macron-no-resolution-expected-wb-responsibility/.

14  Embassy of France in Skopje, “France’s Strategy for the Western Balkans,” La France en 
Macédoine du Nord, April 30, 2019, https://mk.ambafrance.org/Strategij-a-na-Francij-a-za-
Zapaden-Balkan.

15 Ibid.
16 Ibid.

In the eve of the 2019 elections for 

the European Parliament, the French 

President, Emmanuel Macron, presented 

France’s strategy for the Western 

Balkans. The strategy is imagined as 

complementary and not a substitute to 

the Berlin Process or the EU integration 

of the Western Balkans.13 Its main goal is 

to foster Paris’ bilateral relations with the 

countries of the region through four policy 

areas – socio-economic development, 

security, judiciary, and defence.14 Like the 

credible enlargement perspective and 

the Berlin Process, France’s strategy for 

the Western Balkans provides financial 

support for the region as well. The main 

financial support will be provided by the 

French Development Agency (AFD), while 

the strategy will also receive funding 

from the German Credit Institute for 

Reconstruction.15 Hence, France’s strategy 

will be partially implemented through a 

Franco-German framework.16

The three strategies are compared 

through five aspects – end goals, policy 

areas, structure, temporal framework, and 

financial framework. The first aspect of 

the comparison – end goal, looks at the 

overall aim of each of the strategies in 

relation to the European integration of the 

Western Balkans. Furthermore, the second 

segment analyses the policy areas covered 

by the strategies aimed at enhancing 

regional cooperation and bringing the 

countries from the region closer to EU 

membership. The third feature examines 

the institutional structure established 

with each of the strategies, if at all. It also 

investigates the relation and dynamics 

between the different components of 

the structure from a perspective of the 

strategies’ goals. Last, the temporal 

framework presents the time envisioned 

for the strategies’ implementation, 

while the financial framework traces 

the financial support allocated for the 

realization of the strategies’ goals. The 

comparison between the three strategies 

is presented in Table 1. 

Three Visions, One Goal?  Credible Enlargement Perspective, Berlin 
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End goals EU Membership

Policy
areas

Structure

EU Membership Not clear

Credible enlargement 
perspective Berlin Process

France’s strategy for the 
Western Balkans

Rule of law, socio-economic 
development, digital 
agenda, security and 

migration, connectivity, 
reconciliation and good 

neighbourly relations

Resolving bilateral issues, 
economy, trade and 
infrastructure, youth, 

business, and civil society

Western Balkan Summit 
Series, Civil Society Forum of 
the Western Balkan Summit 

Series, Youth Forum, and 
Business Forum

Socio-economic 
development, security, 
judiciary, and defence

N/A N/A

Financial 
framework

European Commission, 
international financial 
institutions, and the EU 

member states involved in the 
Process

Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance Funds

French Development 
Agency (AFD) 

-
German Credit Institute for 

Reconstruction

Temporal 
framework

2014 – 2018 (original 
framework)

-
2019 Poznan Summit

-
Unclear future development 

2025 perspective for the 
frontrunners (Montenegro 

and Serbia)
-

Merit-based accession for 
the remaining Western 

Balkan countries (Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Kosovo, and North 
Macedonia)

N/A

4

17  The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process”; Embassy of 
France in Skopje, “France’s Strategy for the Western Balkans”; European Commission, “A Credible 
Enlargement Perspective for and Enhanced EU Engagement with the Western Balkans.”

Table	1.		 Comparison of the three enlargement strategies for the Western Balkans17
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18 Ouest France, “Sorbonne speech of Emmanuel Macron - Full text / English version,” September 
26, 2017, http://international.blogs.ouest-france.fr/archive/2017/09/29/macron-sorbonne-
verbatim-europe-18583.html.

19 European Commission, “European Commission - PRESS RELEASES - Press Release - Reforms 
in the Western Balkans and Turkey: Annual Assessments and Recommendations,” May 29, 2019, 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2752_en.htm.

20 Both North Macedonia and Albania were expected to deliver reforms accompanied by 
tangible results in the areas of judiciary, fight against organized crime and corruption, public 
administration and security and intelligence. On the General Affairs Council meeting on 26 June 
2018, The European Council conditioned Skopje and Tirana with these reforms for a start of 
accession negotiations in June 2019 in return. See more at: General Secretariat of the Council, 
“Enlargement and Stabilisation and Association Process - Council Conclusions,” June 26, 2018, 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2018/06/26/.

21 European Commission, “European Commission - PRESS RELEASES - Press Release - Reforms in 
the Western Balkans and Turkey: Annual Assessments and Recommendations.”

5

Goals Apart_
The common denominator of the credible 

enlargement strategy, the Berlin Process 

and France’s strategy is the regional 

cooperation of the Western Balkan 

countries. However, when it comes to 

the EU integration of the region, the three 

have different end goals or lack thereof. 

Both the credible enlargement strategy 

and the Berlin Process have clearly set 

aims – EU membership of the Western 

Balkan countries. On the other hand, 

Macron’s strategy revives France’s political 

engagement in the Western Balkans, but 

it does not provide any clear perspective 

pertaining to the EU accession of the 

countries from the region. This is in line 

with the French position, first to reform the 

Union and afterwards enlarge.18 Continuity 

in this regard is preserved.

Even in practice, Brussels, Berlin, and Paris 

diverge on the matter of EU enlargement in 

the Western Balkans. This is especially the 

case with North Macedonia and Albania 

– two candidate countries that expect 

to start accession negotiations with the 

Union by the end of the year. In May 2019, 

the European Commission recommended 

opening of accession talks with Skopje 

and Tirana19 based on the progress they 

made pertaining to the implementation 

of the reform agenda set by the European 

Council in 2018.20 The Commission 

praised North Macedonia for reaching the 

Good Neighbourly Relations Agreement 

with Bulgaria and the Prespa Agreement 

with Greece, thus ending the open bilateral 

disputes with its neighbours and setting 

an example for the rest of the region.21 

Nevertheless, opposite to the 2018 Council 

conclusions, at its June 2019 meeting, the 

European Council did not grant accession 

Three Visions, One Goal?  Credible Enlargement Perspective, Berlin 
Process and France’s Strategy for the Western Balkans in Comparison
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22 European Council, “Council Conclusions on Enlargement and Stabilisation and Association 
Process - Consilium,” June 18, 2019, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-
releases/2019/06/18/council-conclusions-on-enlargement-and-stabilisation-and-association-
process/.

talks to North Macedonia and Albania with 

an explanation that a final decision will be 

brought no later than October 2019.22

This decision by the Council should not 

come as a surprise. EU member states 

did not have a unanimous position on EU 

enlargement from before. For instance, 

Germany has been generally supportive 

of the start of accession negotiations 

with both North Macedonia and Albania. 

Conversely, France and the Netherlands 

have been rather sceptical. All in all, such 

divergence in the EU member states’ 

positioning toward the start of accession 

talks could be detrimental to the 

implementation of the strategies. 

The lack of synergy between the end goals 

of the strategies as well as the absence 

of a unanimous stance on the European 

integration of the region may hinder the 

credibility of the strategies’ perspectives 

and undermine their implementation in 

practice. This would result in weakening 

EU’s reliability among the generally pro-EU 

citizens of the Western Balkans as well. 

What is more, the progress made by North 

Macedonia and Albania in the reform 

agenda implementation may be reversed. 

This may also send a signal to the rest 

of the Western Balkan countries that the 

adoption of EU-based policies, such as 

those enshrined in the three strategies, 

with the purpose of starting accession 

negotiations with the Union and eventually 

joining it, is in vain. In other words, the 

political elites in the region would be 

discouraged to deliver results or engage in 

regional cooperation initiatives if adequate 

feedback is missing. 

Lastly, keeping the Western Balkan 

countries in the waiting room has already 

been proven a wrong tactic. For instance, 

in the period between 2008 and 2017 the 

once ‘frontrunner’ in the EU integration 

process – first to sign the Stabilisation and 

Association Agreement in 2001 and having 

been a candidate country since 2005 

– North Macedonia entered a phase of 

creeping authoritarianism and nationalism 

accompanied by silenced opposition, 

media and civil society. While it may be 

argued whether the policy of ‘closed 

doors’ had an impact, the U-turn in North 

Macedonia’s Euro-Atlantic integration took 
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23 European Union External Action Service, “EEAS Content,” Text, EEAS - European External Action 
Service - European Commission, accessed July 6, 2019, https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
former-yugoslav-republic-macedonia/47638/clear-eu-path-ahead-hrvp-federica-mogherini-and-
commissioner-johannes-hahn_en.

24 The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process.”
25 Ibid.

Complementary 
policy agendas _

The Berlin Process was the first to 

introduce a plethora of policies of regional 

cooperation involving resolution of 

bilateral issues, economic collaboration 

and connectivity in terms of trade, 

transport and infrastructure, youth affairs, 

as well as regional cooperation in the field 

of business, civil society, security, and 

culture. The Process’ agenda has been 

constantly upgraded as each hosting 

country added some new dimension 

based on its priorities. For example, the 

Vienna Summit in 2015 introduced a 

framework for bilateral issues resolution 

accompanied by progress reporting 

procedure.24 The first fora on regional 

cooperation between the civil societies 

and businesses were also held in Vienna.25 

Vienna 2015 gave the first Connectivity 

place after the country’s accession to 

NATO was blocked in 2008 and separated 

from that of Albania  and Croatia, while 

the start of accession talks with the EU 

has been delayed since 2009 due to 

the Greek veto. This scenario could be 

repeated in other countries of the region. 

What is more, a non-decision on the start 

of accession negotiations with the two 

countries after courageous and politically 

inopportune steps were made, such as 

signing, adopting, and ratifying the Prespa 

Agreement, could have a domino effect 

throughout the region. Non-awarding 

the merits of the agreement, seen as 

a game-changer for North Macedonia, 

Greece, and Europe as a whole in terms 

of visionary closing of sensitive history-

loaded issues,23 could endanger the 

resolution of the remaining bilateral 

issues in the region, such as the dialogue 

between Belgrade and Prishtina as well as 

overcoming the internal disputes in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. 

Three Visions, One Goal?  Credible Enlargement Perspective, Berlin 
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26  European Commission, “Connectivity Agenda Co-Financing of Investment Projects in the 
Western Balkans in 2016,” 2016, https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/
files/pdf/western_balkans/20160704_paris_package.pdf.

27 The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process.”
28 Ibid.
29 Ibid.
30 Ibid.
31 Ibid.
32 EWB, “Expectations from the Poznań Summit: Entering the Second Phase of the Berlin 

Process,” European Western Balkans (blog), January 24, 2019, https://europeanwesternbalkans.
com/2019/01/24/expectations-poznan-summit-entering-second-phase-berlin-process/.

33 European Commission, “A Credible Enlargement Perspective for and Enhanced EU Engagement 
with the Western Balkans,” 3.
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agenda with 10 projects in the field of 

transport and energy connectivity which 

has been advanced ever since.26 The 

2016 French Presidency brought the 

Agreement on the establishment of the 

Regional Youth Cooperation Office, and 

the Western Balkan Sustainable Charter, 

tackling regional cooperation in the field 

of energy.27 Moreover, Paris also hosted 

the first Youth Forum.28 In addition, the 

2017 Trieste Summit filled the Process’ 

agenda with cooperation in the transport, 

economy, and anti-corruption sector. As 

part of the Italian presidency, the Transport 

Community Treaty and Joint Declaration 

Against Corruption were adopted, while 

the Consolidated Multi-annual Action 

Plan for a Regional Economic Area in the 

Western Balkans Six was presented.29 

Furthermore, the 2018 London Summit 

brought the security agenda on the table 

by introducing the security commitments, 

as well as the Roadmap for a sustainable 

solution to the illegal possession, misuse 

and trafficking of Small Arms and Light 

Weapons (SALW) and their ammunition.30 

The UK Presidency also introduced the 

digital connectivity of the region.31 Last, 

the 2019 Poznan Summit pioneered in 

organizing the first Think Tank Forum and 

included regional cooperation in the field of 

culture on the Berlin Process’ menu.32

Berlin Process’s agenda has had an 

important impact on both the European 

Commission’s credible enlargement 

perspective and the French strategy for the 

Western Balkans. The merits of the Process 

have been first recognized in the European 

Commission’s credible enlargement 

perspective.33 The six flagship initiatives 

built upon the credible enlargement 

perspective, with exception of strengthening 

the rule of law, are fully resonating the Berlin 

Process’ agenda. These include support for 

socio-economic development (supporting 
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34  European Commission, “EU-Western Balkans Six Flaghip Initiatives,” May 2018, https://ec.europa.
eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/six-flagship-initiatives-support-transformation-western-
balkans_en.pdf. 

35 Embassy of France in Skopje, “France’s Strategy for the Western Balkans.”
36 Ibid.
37 Ibid.
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start-ups, SMEs, research and innovation, 

the development of the Regional 

Economic Area, education and health, 

and focusing on employment and social 

reforms); digital agenda (e-government, 

digital security, digitalization of industries 

and lowering the roaming charges in the 

region); security (reinforced cooperation 

on fighting organized crime, countering 

terrorism and violent extremism, and 

on border security and migration 

management); connectivity (connectivity 

within the region and with the EU in terms 

of economy, transport and energy); and 

reconciliation and good neighbourly 

relations (transitional justice, missing 

persons and increased cooperation in 

education, culture, youth and sport, and 

expanding the scope of the Regional Youth 

Cooperation Office).34

On the other hand, the French strategy 

narrowed down the scope on socio-

economic development (including 

sustained development, ecology, 

gender equality, support for RYCO), 

security (combatting illegal trade 

of arms, human trafficking, and 

terrorism), judiciary (focused on fight 

against corruption and organized 

crime), and defence (training for army 

officials, and supporting engagement 

in foreign peace-missions).35 However, 

France has been active in the Berlin 

Process since its establishment, 

while the French strategy is seen 

as complementary to the Process’ 

agenda.36 What is more, the strategy 

envisions Franco-German framework 

of cooperation in the fields of 

security, youth, and socio-economic 

development.37

Despite the discrepancy related to the 

end goals, the three strategies have 

similar and complementary policy 

agendas which makes them largely 

interdependent.

Three Visions, One Goal?  Credible Enlargement Perspective, Berlin 
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38 The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process.”
39 Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Poland, “Poznań Summit 2019,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Republic of Poland, 2019, /web/diplomacy/poznan-summit.

In terms of structure, the Berlin Process 

is the only initiative with a developed 

institutional structure. The Process 

includes meetings of the highest 

governmental officials – heads of 

governments of Western Balkan countries 

and of EU member states participating 

in the process (Western Balkan Summit 

Series), meetings of the representatives of 

regional civil society organizations (Civil 

Society Forum of the Western Balkan 

Summit Series), youth organizations 

(Youth Forum) and business associations 

(Business Forum).38

So far, there were six Western Balkan 

summits: Berlin (2014), Vienna (2015), 

Paris (2016), Trieste (2017), London 

(2018), and Poznan (2019); six civil society 

fora taking place in the same host-cities 

of the Western Balkan Summits and four 

interim fora in Belgrade (2016), Skopje 

(2016), Tirana (2017), and Prishtina (2017); 

two business fora in Vienna (2015) and 

The three strategies have established 

different time frameworks of 

implementation. The Berlin Process 

originally envisioned a time frame of 

four years (2014 – 2018). With the 2019 

Poznan Summit, however, this time frame 

has changed, while the future development 

The Berlin
Process has it all_

Multi-Speed 
Implementation_

Poznan (2019), four youth fora in Paris 

(2016), Trieste (2017), London (2018), and 

Poznan (2019). The novelty of the 2019 

Polish Presidency with the Process is the 

introduction of the Think Tank Forum as a 

meeting of experts from the region.39

Under the auspices of the Berlin Process, 

several bodies with an aim to enhance the 

regional cooperation in certain areas were 

founded as well. These include the Regional 

Youth Cooperation Office, the Western 

Balkans Fund built upon the experiences and 

the framework of the International Visegrad 

Fund, as well as the Transport Community. 

10 IDSCS Policy Brief No.7/2019  -  July 2019



40 European Commission, “A Credible Enlargement Perspective for and Enhanced EU Engagement 
with the Western Balkans.”

41 The Berlin Process Information and Resource Centre, “About - The Berlin Process.”
42 European Commission, “A Credible Enlargement Perspective for and Enhanced EU Engagement 

with the Western Balkans.”

Berlin Process’s Agenda is operationalized 

with financial support coming from multiple 

sources, such as the European Commission 

(for instance, the funding of the connectivity 

agenda), international financial institutions, 

and the EU member states involved in 

the Process.41 On the other hand, the 

credible enlargement perspective largely 

relies on the Instrument for Pre-Accession 

Assistance Funds. For that purpose, 

the European Commission envisaged a 

gradual increase of the Instrument for 

Pre-Accession Assistance support for 

the Western Balkans until 2020, to the 

extent that reallocations within the existing 

Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 

envelope allow.42 Besides using the already 

Different Strategies, 
Similar Sources of 
Financial Support_

11

of the summit is uncertain. Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Greece, Poland and Slovenia were 

the new EU member states to join the 

Process and thus it could be expected 

that some of these countries will take over 

the presidency in the future. On the other 

hand, neither the European Commission’s 

credible enlargement perspective nor the 

French strategy on the Western Balkans 

have a clear time framework. The credible 

enlargement perspective only offered 

the 2025 perspective as a possible year 

of the next EU enlargement round with 

Montenegro and Serbia, the “frontrunners 

in the accession process”.40 The EU 

membership of the remaining Western 

Balkan countries is said to be merit-

based with no clear dates announced. 

Like with the end goals, the temporal 

unpredictability of the strategies could 

also be discouraging for the Western 

Balkan countries as no ‘light at the end of 

the tunnel’ is foreseeable. 

Three Visions, One Goal?  Credible Enlargement Perspective, Berlin 
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established financial framework of the 

Berlin Process, the French strategy on 

the Western Balkans will receive funding 

from the French Development Agency 

(AFD) with additional cooperation 

from the German Credit Institute for 

Reconstruction.43 Therefore, it can be 

concluded that the finances allocated for 

the implementation of the three strategies 

take us to more or less the same sources.

The EU’s accession process of the 

Western Balkans has changed since the 

EU membership of the region has been 

for the first time taken into consideration 

at the 2003 EU-Western Balkans 

Summit in Thessaloniki. 16 Years after 

the Thessaloniki Summit, the region is 

engaged with three strategies aimed at 

supporting its European integration. The 

Berlin Process, the credible enlargement 

perspective, and France’s strategy, 

resonate on the idea of European Western 

Balkans. The three strategies share one 

vision – increased regional cooperation 

in the Western Balkans in the context of 

43  Embassy of France in Skopje, “France’s Strategy for the Western Balkans.”

the Western Balkans’ perspective. This 

is evident if one takes the overlapping 

policy areas of the strategies as well the 

financial support for their implementation. 

Nonetheless, the three strategies differ 

when it comes to their end goals and 

time framework, as they do not take 

a single position on the region’s EU 

membership and the dynamics of the 

accession process. This disharmony 

between the strategies may potentially 

halt their perspectives’ credibility and 

diminish their implementation. Speaking 

in more voices and engaging in different 

speeds may put EU’s trustworthiness in 

the region in question as well. Hence, a 

rather synergized approach between the 

strategies is needed, especially pertaining 

to the Western Balkans’ European future. 

Combined efforts and harmonized end 

goals are key for the strategies’ but also 

European integration’s overall success in 

the region.
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