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I. Methodology_

Number of questions: 49

Sample: N=1000 (18 years of age + respondents 

from the whole territory of the country)

Method: field survey face to face

Period: May 12th – May 26th, 2019

Standard error: ±3%.

II. Level of 
informedness about 
the work of the 
Parliament_

Two thirds of the respondents (62%) think that the 

Parliament plays an important role in the political life 

of the country, unlike 29% of the respondents who 

think that the role of the Parliament is insignificant.

Only 8% of the respondents do not know 

whether the Parliament is important, which 

shows a lack of knowledge or lack of interest 

in the work of the Parliament.

Figure 1.  According	to	you,	what	is	the	role	of	the	Parliament	in	political	life	in	North	Macedonia?	(%)
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The citizens’ opinion regarding the level of 

Informedness of the work/what has been 

performed by the Parliament in the period June 

2018 - April 2019 is divided. As to the work of the 

current composition of the Parliament, elected at 

the elections held in December 2019, 49% of the 

citizens replied that they are partially or fully 

informed with what the MPs have done in 

this period, while 50% responded that they 

are poorly informed about the performance 

of the MPs, or that they are not informed 

about their work at all. 
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Figure 2.  To	what	extent	do	you	think	you	are	familiar	with	what	Parliament	did	in	the	period	from	June	2018		
	 until	April	2019?

Figure 2.1 What	would	you	point	out	as	characteristic	of	the	work	of	the	Parliament	in	this	period?	(%)

When asked about the current events and topics 

discussed by the MPs in the period between 

June 2018 and April 2019, the citizens mentioned 

the Agreement with Greece (26%) as the most 

memorable one, followed by the Law on Use of 

Languages (21%), while the Constitutional changes 

arising from the Agreement with Greece (14%) came 

third. According to the responses of the citizens, 

the Draft law on changing and amending the 

Law on Public Enterprises - introducing the 

function of deputy director, the transformation 

of the Secretariat for the implementation of the 

framework agreement in the Ministry of Political 

System and Relations between the Communities 

and the Supervisory discussion on the Ohrid 

Region are the least memorable.
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Figure 3.  If	you	want	to	obtain	information	about	the	work	of	the	Parliament,	which	source	of	information	do		
	 you	use	the	most?		(%)

Regarding the work of the Parliament, about two thirds 

of the respondents most often obtain information 

from television (59%), while 15% of the citizens get 

information from Internet portals and social networks. 

Only 3% of the surveyed citizens responded that they 

get information from the Parliament TV Channel, while 

no one of the interviewed citizens gets information 

about the Parliament from the web page of the 

Parliament. 9% of the respondents answered that they 

get information about the work of the Parliament from 

news published on internet portals, while 9% of the 

respondents answered that they do not want to get 

information about the Parliament or that they are not 

interested in such information.

However, when asked about the secondary sources 

used for obtaining information, 32% of the citizens 

responded that their friends, relatives, neighbours, 

etc. are their second source of information, 30% 

responded that it is the Internet portals and social 

networks, 14% chose television, while 8% of the 

citizens have the Parliament TV Channel as a 

secondary source of information. Even though none 

of the citizens uses the webpage of the Parliament 

as a primary source of information, for 1% of 

the surveyed citizens it is the second source of 

information.

Figure 3.1 What	other	sources	do	you	use	to	obtain	information	about	the	work	of	the	Parliament?		(%)
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If an analysis is made based on the age of the 

respondents, television is the main source of 

information about the Parliament for all age groups, 

except for the youngest. Television is the main 

source of information for citizens above 40 years of 

age, while for the groups of respondents aged 18 to 29 

and 30 to 39 years, the Internet and social networks are 

the predominating source of information.

4

Figure 3.2 Sources	of	information	about	the	work	of	the	Parliament	according	to	age	groups	(%)

Asked about the type of content that should 

be more frequently aired on the Parliament TV 

Channel, 16% of the citizens think that experts’ 

interpretations of adopted laws and amendments 

to laws as well as political debates about the 

work of the Parliament (15%) should be more 

frequently aired. According to the respondents, 

educational contents about the legislative 

process and work of the Parliament come 

next (14%), followed by promotional contents 

about the possibilities available to citizens 

to get involved in the work of the Parliament 

and presentations about the activities of 

parliamentary groups (13%).
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Figure 3.3 What	kind	of	contents	do	you	think	should	be	more	frequently	aired	on	the	Parliament	Channel?	(%)
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According to the type of contents the citizens 

think should be available on the Parliament’s 

webpage, 19% of the answers of the 

respondents are focused on the possibility to 

interact with MPs by asking them questions and 

on the possibility to communicate with MPs. 

According to the answers of the respondents, 

the video recordings of public debates (16%), 

speeches of MPs (12%) and the availability of 

the recordings of sessions of the committees 

(12%) should come next. According to 11% 

of the responses of citizens, educational 

contents about the role and competences of the 

Parliament are important.

Figure 3.4 What	type	of	contents	do	you	think	should	be	available	on	the	webpage	of	the	Parliament	in	RNM?
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Information obtained from the media is completely 

or partially sufficient for 67% of the respondents so 

that they are informed about the most important legal 

regulations discussed or voted on in the Parliament. 

Compared to last year, this figure reduced by 5 

percentage points, having into consideration that 

72% of last year’s respondents answered that the 

information they obtain from the media are completely 

or partially sufficient for them to be informed about the 

most important legal regulations discussed or voted 

on in the Parliament. On the other hand, 27% of the 

respondents think that the media do not publish enough 

information so that they can be sufficiently informed 

about the laws adopted by the MPs.

Figure 4.  How	much	of	the	information	you	receive	through	media	about	the	work	of	Parliament	are		 	
	 sufficient	enough	to	keep	you	up	to	date	with	the	most	important	legal	changes?	(%)
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III. Control and oversight 
of Parliament over the 
executive government_

The perception of citizens is that the executive 

power has greater control over the Parliament 

than the Parliament controls the Government, 

according to its constitutional authority. 63% of 

the respondents fully or partially agree that the 

Government controls the Parliament. Only 35% 

agree that the Parliament controls the Government. 

53% fully or partially disagree that the Parliament 

controls the Government, even though it is part of 

the Parliament’s authorities.

IDSCS Public Opinion Analysis Paper No.16/2019 - August 2019
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Figure 5.  Does	the	Government	control	the	Parliament	or	does	the	Parliament	control	the	Government?	(%)

Regarding the questions of MPs that are one of the 

instruments of the Parliament to control the work 

of the ministries, and of the Government in general, 

more than half of the respondents (53%) partially 

or fully agree that they are used to “criticise the 

Government”. The majority of the respondents - 

61% - partially or fully agree that MPs’ questions are 

used to “advertise the Government”. According to 

51% of the respondents, the MPs’ questions “enable 

oversight of the work of the ministers”. 55% of the 

citizens partially or fully agree that the questions are 

useful for “the Government to show accountability 

to the MPs”. 53% of the respondents fully or 

partially agree that MPs’ questions are “useful 

for the citizens to be informed about the work of 

the Government and of other institutions”, while 

49% think that they “have influence on ensuring 

responsibility of institutions”. In brief, about half 

of the respondents think that MPs’ questions 

are properly used, while a similar number of 

respondents thinks that they are solely used to 

criticize or advertise.
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Figure 6.	 	 Parliamentary	questions:	(%)
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Figure  7.  To	what	extent	does	the	Parliament	influence	the	quality	of	laws	in	North	Macedonia?	(%)

IV. Functions
of the Parliament_

Regarding the work of the Parliament in the 

past year, the impression of the citizens on the 

influence or on the capacity of the Parliament 

to influence the quality of laws has changed. 

More than a half (60%) think that the Parliament 

has a moderate or great influence on the quality 

of laws, which is a reduction by 4 percentage 

points compared to 2018. The percentage of 

respondents who think that the Parliament does 

not moderately influence the quality of laws in 

North Macedonia is 20%, which is an increase by 

5 percentage points compared to last year. For 

15% of citizens, the Parliament does not have any 

influence on the quality of laws.
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Figure 8.  How	often	do	laws	change?	(%)
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More than a half of the citizens (55%) think that laws 

in North Macedonia are often or too often changed, 

which as a figure is by 5 percentage points lower 

than in 2018 (60%). For 26% of the respondents, laws 

are changed too often and for 29% laws are changed 

often. According to 31% of the respondents, laws are 

changed often enough. Only 10% of the respondents 

think that laws are rarely changed, 6% of whom think 

that they are rarely changed, while 2% think that they 

are changed too rarely. 

Figure 9.  How	often	do	laws	change?	(%)
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On a scale from 1 to 10 (where 1 means not important 

at all, while 10 means very important), the respondents 

assessed the importance of the individual functions of 

the Parliament. The respondents were also asked to 

determine, on a scale from 1 to 10, to what extent they 

think that MPs perform these functions. The function of 

supervising the way in which money from the Budget is 

spent is assessed as the most important function, with 

an average mark of 8.7 and the adoption of as many 

quality laws as possible, with an average mark of 8.7. 

However, citizens think that the MPs perform these 

functions just partially and the oversight of the Budget 

is assessed with an average mark of 5.4, while the 

adoption of quality laws is assessed with 4.9. Regarding 

the importance, the respondents assess the function of 

the Parliament in taking care of how laws and policies 

are implemented as second most important with a 

mark of 8.6, while the function of control over the 

Government and the ministries is assessed with 8.4. 

Regarding this question, the respondents also think 

that MPs just partially perform these functions that 

are assessed with 5.1, while the function of control 

over the Government and the ministries is assessed 

with 5.0.  Citizens assess the adoption of as many 

laws as possible and the adoption of legal changes 

in the shortest procedure possible as the least 

important function of the Parliament, with an average 

score of 7.4. The respondents think that even 

though according to them this is the least important 

function, compared to the other functions of the 

Parliament, this was the exact function that the MPs 

performed the most - assessed with 6.2 - i.e. the 

highest average mark regarding the extent to which 

the Parliament fulfils the basic functions. 

Figure 10. Average	score	on	a	scale	of	1-10	on	the	importance	of	the	functions	of	Parliament	and	the	extent	to		
	 which	they	are	performed	by	MPs
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V. The public in the 
work of Parliament_

Regarding the openness of the Parliament towards 

the public, more than a half of the respondents 

(53%) think that the Parliament is fully or partially 

closed. For only one third of the respondents 

(37%), the Parliament is fully or partially open to 

the participation of the public, while 11% of the 

respondents do not have any opinion about this 

question. 

Figure 11. 	To	what	extent	do	you	think	that	Parliament	is	open	to	public	participation	in	its	work?	(%)
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A greater part of the respondents (52%) thinks 

that MPs, when preparing the laws, are closed 

to the remarks of the public and of civil society 

organisations. 32% of them think that the remarks 

are rarely included, while 20% think that they 

are completely ignored by MPs. 31% of the total 

number of respondents think that the proposals are 

sometimes taken into consideration. According to 

11% of the respondents, MPs often or always include 

the proposals of the public or of the organisations. 

Figure 12. How	often	do	MPs	take	into	consideration	the	remarks	of	the	public	and	of	civil	society	organisations		
	 when	preparing	laws?	(%)
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Figure 13. Do	you	know	who	is	an	MP	from	your	constituency?	(%)
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The names of the MPs elected in the 

respondents’ electoral district/municipality/

region were read to the respondents. About half 

of the citizens (44%) did not know the names 

of the MPs coming from their electoral district/

Half of the surveyed citizens think that the MPs 

of their electoral districts are not available for 

meetings (53%). 21% of the respondents think 

municipality/region. When asked if they 

know who the representatives from the 

respondents’ electoral district/region that 

were elected in the Parliament are, 54% of the 

respondents gave a positive answer.  

that the MPs are available for meetings, a 

percentage that is lower than in previous years 

when the same question was asked. 

Figure14. Is	the	MP	from	your	region	(municipality,	electoral	unit)	available	to	have	meetings	with	the	citizens?(%)
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According to 31% of the surveyed citizens, they are 

never informed by the MPs of their region about 

their work, which, compared to 2018, is a drop by 

7 percentage points, when 38% responded that the 

MPs of their region do not share any information 

about their work. 17% think that the MPs do this 

via the media, while 10% think that they do this via 

meetings held in the MPs’ offices. Furthermore, 10% 

of the citizens think that the MPs of their region 

inform them about their work via social media, which 

is a 4-percentage point increase compared to last 

year. 9% think they do this via meetings with citizens 

held on public locations and 8% think they do this via 

public appearances. 16% of the citizens do not know 

the medium via which the MPs of the region inform 

them about their work.

Figure 15. The	MPs	of	your	region	inform	the	citizens	about	their	work	through	(%)
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Figure 16. In	which	way	do	you	think	the	MPs	from	your	region	should	inform	the	citizens	about	their	work?	(%)
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According to 31% of the citizens, the MPs should 

inform the citizens of their region via meetings with 

citizens held on public locations, which is a drop by 

4 percentage points compared to 2018. 20% of the 

citizens think that the MPs should use media as an 

information-sharing channel, which is an increase 

of 5% points compared to 2018. 16% think that they 

should do this via meetings held in MPs’ offices, 

17% think that they should be informed via public 

events, while only 7% of the respondents think that 

the MPs should use social networks as a means of 

communication. 
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Figure 17. Has	the	MP	from	your	region	taken	the	initiative	in	Parliament	for	a	problem	that	your	municipality	faces?	(%)

The perception of the citizens is that the MPs’ 

attention to the problems of the municipalities and 

local communities is constantly decreasing. More 

than half of the respondents (59%) answered that 

it has never happened for an MP of their region to 

start an initiative in the Parliament that would tackle 

a local problem. This is the highest percentage 

compared to the past three years.
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Whom do MPs
represent in
Parliament_

Similar as in 2018, the citizens are now also 

divided regarding the impression about the extent 

to which the MPs represent their interests in 

the Parliament. Half of the respondents (45%) 

think that they partially represent them, which, 

compared to 2018, is a fall by 5 percentage 

points, when 50% of the citizens thought that the 

MPs partially represented their interests. On 

the other hand, 47% of the citizens think that 

the MPs do not represent them at all, which, 

compared to last year, is an increase by 7 

percentage points. However, only 5% of the 

respondents think that the MPs fully represent 

the interests of the citizens.
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Figure18. To	what	extent	do	you	think	that	the	elected	MPs	represent	the	interests	of	the	citizens?	(%)
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More than two thirds (72%) of the surveyed citizens 

think that the MPs in the Parliament always 

represent the interests of the political parties they 

belong to. The perception of 78% of the citizens is 

that the MPs always represent their own personal 

interests as well. Furthermore, 58% of the citizens 

think that the MPs always represent someone else’s 

business interests. About half of the respondents 

(46%) think that the MPs never represent the 

interests of the citizens.

Figure 19. How	often	do	the	MPs	represent	the	following	interests?	(%)

Always Sometimes Never I don’t know

Interests of the citizens

Their personal interests

The interests of the citizens from
their electoral districts

The interests of their political party

Interests of other countries

The interests of the ethnic community
they belong to

Business interests
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The percentage of citizens who do not know how 

they can be included in the initiation or the adoption 

of laws is increasing. A predominating part of them 

- 88%, responded that they do not know, which is 

the highest percentage in comparison with the 

past three years, that is, compared to last year 

there is an increase by 5 percentage points. 12% of 

the respondents answered that they are informed 

about how they can participate in the work of the 

Parliament.
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Figure 20. Have	you	tried	to	participate	in	the	work	of	Parliament	so	far?	(%)
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Even 96% of the surveyed citizens have not tried 

to participate in the work of the Parliament, which, 

among other things, is due to the low level of 

being informed (12%) about the mechanisms for 

participation. Only 3% of the respondents tried to 

participate in the work of the Parliament.

Figure 21. Have	you	tried	to	participate	in	the	work	of	Parliament	so	far?	(%)
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64% of the citizens fully or partially agree with the 

statement that (online) internet petitions are a 

good way/tool to include the citizens in the work 

of the Parliament which, compared to 2018, is an 

increase by 5 percentage points. 11% of the citizens 

partially disagree with this statement, while 6% 

fully disagree, which is a fall by 4 percentage points 

compared to 2018 when 10% of the respondents 

fully disagreed. 19% did not know or did not want to 

answer this question.
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Figure 22. (Online)	internet	petitions	are	a	good	way/tool	to	include	the	citizens	in	the	work	of	the	Parliament?

Figure 23. In	which	way	do	you	think	you	can	participate	in	the	work	of	the	Parliament?	(%)
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From the options about how the citizens can be 

included in the work of the Parliament that were 

offered, the largest percentage of the respondents 

- 23% - answered that they can ask MPs a question, 

while the option asking for a meeting with an MP 

comes second with 20%. Identically as in 2018, 

24% were not familiar with any of the available 

mechanisms that they read.

Does not know
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Ask for a meeting with an MP?

Attend plenary session of
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Start an initiative for the adoption of a
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Get information on the upcoming
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Figure 24. To	what	extent	do	you	think	that	the	MPs	possess	sufficient	knowledge	and	readiness	to	reach		
	 decisions	on	behalf	of	the	citizens?	(%)

VII. Parliament
debate_

Almost two thirds of the respondents (59%) think 

that the majority of the MPs are not ready to make 

decisions on behalf of the citizens. Only one third 

The perception of more than two thirds of 

the surveyed citizens (67%), similar as in the 

previous year, is that in the parliamentary 

debates the governing majority, when reaching 

decisions, in the greatest number of cases does 

not take into consideration the arguments of the 

of the respondents (38%) think that the MPs 

have sufficient knowledge to decide on behalf 

of the citizens.

opposition. 24% of the respondents think that 

the majority is mainly taking into consideration 

these arguments, while only 2% answered that 

in the course of the discussions the governing 

majority fully takes into consideration the 

opposition’s arguments.

Figure 25. The	MPs	from	the	governing	majority	take	into	consideration	the	arguments	of	the	MPs	from	the		
	 opposition	when	making	decisions	in	Parliament	(%)
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Figure 26. How	often	are	arguments	used	in	the	debate	between	MPs	in	the	Parliament?	(%)
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About half of the citizens (48%) have a negative 

perception, i.e. they think that the MPs rarely use 

arguments, and even a smaller number (7%) thinks 

that they never do. 44% of the citizens think that the 

MPs in the past year had slightly more arguments 

than in 2018 (41%) and 2017 (42%).

63% of the respondents have an impression that 

MPs during sessions often or always use speech 

with which they downgrade their political opponents. 

Compared to the last two years, this percentage 

has fallen by 9 percentage points compared to 2018 

(72%) and by 6 percentage points compared to 2017 

(69%). From the total number of respondents, 47% 

think that the MPs often do this. 16% of the citizens think 

that the MPs always use downgrading and degrading 

vocabulary against their “opponents” which, compared to 

2018 marks a fall by 6 percentage points (2018, 22%). A 

total of 30% of the surveyed citizens say that MPs most 

often or never use such speech, which is an increase by 

5 percentage points, compared to last year.
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Figure 27. How	often	do	MPs	use	speech	in	which	they	belittle	and	degrade	their	opponents	on	the	basis	of	their		 	
	 political,	ethnic,	religious,	gender	affiliation?	(%)
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In 2019, the percentage of citizens who describe 

the relation between MPs as unfriendly reduced 

compared to 2018. 33% of the respondents in 2019 

described the relation as unfriendly, compared to 42% 

Compared to 2018 (75%), this year the percentage 

of respondents who think that the parliamentary 

majority should take more into consideration 

the stances of the opposition decreased by 6 

in 2018. 42% of the citizens think that the relation 

between MPs is competitive. Only 12% think that 

the relation between MPs is tolerant, while 8% 

think that they have a cooperative relation.

percentage points, i.e. it amounts to 69%. 

21% of the citizens have the opposite stance, 

which is an increase by 4 percentage points 

compared to 2018.

Figure 28. How	do	MPs	in	the	Parliament	behave	between	each	other?	(%)
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Figure 29. Do	you	think	the	majority	in	Parliament	should	take	the	opposition’s	positions	into	account	more?	(%)
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The perception of a dominant part of the 

surveyed citizens (83%) is that the MPs 

depend to a certain extent on the will of the 

leaders of the political parties they come from. 

About two thirds of the surveyed citizens 

More than two thirds (77%) of the surveyed citizens 

agree that civil society organisations should be more 

included in the work of the Parliament. 46% of them 

fully agree, while 31% partially agree. Another 18% 

of the respondents disagreed with this statement, 

(58%) completely agree with this statement, 

while 25% partially agree. 9% of the respondents 

partially disagree, while only 4% fully disagree 

with the statement that the MPs depend on party 

leaders.

which is an increase by 6 percentage points 

compared to 2018. 11% of the total number partially 

disagree, while only 7% of the respondents fully 

disagree with civil society organisations participating 

more in the work of the Parliament.

Figure 30. The	MPs	are	fully	dependent	on	the	will	of	political	party	leaders	(%)
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More than two thirds of the respondents (72%) 

agree with the statement that political crises 

should be solved in the Parliament instead at 

closed meetings held between political party 

leaders. 50% of them fully agree, while 22% 

partially agree with this statement. A total of 

21% of the citizens stated that they disagree with 

the statement that the Parliament is the place 

where political crises are to be solved, which is a 

drop by 5 percentage points compared to 2018. 

11% of them partially disagree, while 10% of them 

fully disagree.

Figure 31.  Political	crises	should	be	solved	in	Parliament,	not	through	leadership	meetings	(%)
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Regarding the extent to which every political 

party contributes to a higher quality work of the 

Parliament, the perception of the citizens is negative 

(fully or partially does not contribute) towards the 

coalition Alliance for Albanians (69%), the Movement 

Besa1 (71%), DUI (63%) and towards the coalition 

led by VMRO-DPMNE (58%). A slightly more positive 

perception that a contribution was made towards a 

higher quality work of the Parliament is expressed 

only for the coalition led by SDSM (44%).

Figure 32. Citizen	associations	should	participate	more	in	the	work	of	Parliament	(%)

1  Right before conducting this survey, three MPs of the party Movement BESA formally transferred into the newly 
established political party Alternativa.

Figure 33. The	coalition	or	the	party	contributes	to	a	higher	quality	work	of	the	Parliament	(%)
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Figure 34. Parliament	is	ready	to	carry	out	reforms	and	normalize	the	political	situation	(%)

VIII. Reforms_

Regarding the reform processes that were 

announced in the public after the new parliamentary 

majority and the Government were formed, as well 

as the reforms necessary to start the negotiations 

for integration of the Republic of North Macedonia in 

the EU, citizens have a divided impression regarding 

the readiness of the Parliament to implement 

reforms by help of which the political state will be 

normalised. A total of 43% of the respondents agree 

that the Parliament is ready to implement reforms to 

normalise the political state. 23% of them partially 

agree, while 20% fully agree. 49% do not see such 

readiness in the Parliament, which is a reduction by 

6 percentage points compared to 2018. 27% of them 

fully disagree, while 22% partially disagree. 8% did 

not know or did not want to answer this question.
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Regarding the urgency of the reforms, 59% of the 

respondents think that at this moment for the 

country it is more important for fast reforms to be 

implemented, instead of reforms that will last for 

a long time, but will assure more comprehensive 

participation of the citizens and all stakeholders. 

This percentage is 6% lower compared to the one 

of the last year which amounted to 66%. Of the total 

number of those who agreed with this statement, 

34% fully agree, while 25% partially agree. One third 

(34%) of the citizens disagree with this statement, 

which, compared to 2018, is an increase by 9 

percentage points. 19% of the respondents partially 

disagree, while 15% fully disagree.
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Figure 35.  At	this	moment,	for	the	country,	is	it	more	important	to	implement	sweeping	reforms	rather	than		
	 lengthy	discussions	on	citizen-led	reforms	(%)
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According to two thirds of the citizens (67%), 

boycotting is not the right way to express 

political stances in the Parliament. Only one 

fourth (25%) of the respondents think that 

boycotting is the right way to express political 

stances in the Parliament.

Two thirds (66%) of the citizens do not think that 

prolongation of the debate for not adopting some 

law or decision is the right way to express political 

stances in the work of the Parliament. This practice 

is justifiable only for 22% of the citizens.

Figure 36. Do	you	think	that	prolongation	of	the	debate	for	some	law	or	decision	not	to	be	adopted	is	the	right		
	 way	to	express	political	views	in	the	work	of	Parliament?	(%)
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Figure 37. Do	you	think	that	prolongation	of	the	debate	for	some	law	or	decision	not	to	be	adopted	is	the	right		
	 way	to	express	political	views	in	the	work	of	Parliament?	(%)
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From the functions of the Parliament that were 

offered, the surveyed citizens were to select those 

they consider as two main areas of priority towards 

which the Parliament should direct the reforms. 

According to 26% of the answers of the respondents, 

the reforms within the legislative function of the 

Parliament are a priority. They are followed by the 

reforms within the supervisory function over the 

work of the Government (22%), while the reforms 

within the supervisory function over the regulatory 

bodies (17%) come third. The citizens also think that 

reforms are needed in the representative function of 

the Parliament (15%):

Figure 38.  What	reforms	do	you	think	should	be	a	priority	to	the	Parliament?	(%)
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About two thirds (59%) of the respondents think 

that by changing the model in which the MPs 

are elected at the elections, a composition of the 

Parliament with a higher quality can be obtained. 

20% of the respondents fully agree with this 

statement which, compared to 2018, is a reduction 

by 10 percentage points (2018, 30%). 39% of the 

respondents partially agree, which is an increase 

by 5 percentage points compared to 2018 (34%). 

A total of 23% of the citizens have a negative 

perception, i.e. they do not think that the change 

of the electoral model can contribute to having a 

higher quality composition of the Parliament. 14% of 

them partially disagree, while 9% do not agree at all 

with this statement. 17% did not provide an answer 

to this question which may show that they have 

insufficient information about the Parliament and 

about the electoral process.
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Greater part of the respondents (52%) agrees that a 

change of the model in which the MPs are elected 

may contribute towards reducing the dependence of 

MPs on political parties’ leaders. However, compared 

to the answers obtained in 2018, this percentage 

is reduced by 5 percentage points. 19% fully agree 

with this statement, while 33% of the respondents 

partially agree. 30% think that the change of the 

electoral model will not contribute to reduction 

of the dependence which, in comparison to last 

year, is an increase by 6 percentage points. 20% of 

them partially disagree with this statement, while 

10% completely disagree. 19% did not answer this 

question.

Figure 39.  Can	the	change	in	the	manner	in	which	MPs	are	elected	(electoral	model)	in	the	parliamentary		
	 elections	contribute	to	a	better	parliamentary	composition?	(%)
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Figure 40.  Does	the	change	in	the	manner	in	which	MPs	(electoral	models)	are	elected	in	the	parliamentary		
	 elections	contribute	to	reducing	the	dependence	of	MPs	from	party	leaders?	(%)
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According to 15% of the respondents who 

answered “yes” to the previous question, these 

party groups should be formed for the needs 

of the unemployed. 13% think that such groups 

should be formed for the needs of the youth, 

Regarding the question about which marginalised 

groups of citizens the MPs dedicate their 

attention to the most in the Parliament, the 

respondents did not identify any particular 

predominating group. The citizens have a divided 

perception and the largest percent (14%) think 

that MPs represent the interests of people 

with special needs. The interests of social aid 

while 12% for the needs of the people with special 

needs. Only 1% of the respondents who answered 

“yes” to the previous question think that such party 

groups should be formed for the needs of the 

LGBT community.

beneficiaries come second with 11% followed by 

unemployed persons with 9%. According to the 

survey participants, the interests of rural area 

citizens, youth and the LGBT community are the 

least represented (5%), as well as those of women 

(4%). 19% answered that they do not know or that 

they do not have an answer about whose interests 

are best represented in the Parliament.

Figure 41.  Do	you	consider	it	important	that	more	party	groups	are	formed	in	Parliament	in	which	MPs	from		
	 different	parties	will	unite	on	the	same	issues?	(%)

Figure 42.  About	which	issues	do	you	think	it	is	important	for	such	groups	to	be	established?	(%)
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Figure 43. From	the	following	groups	of	citizens	whose	interests	do	you	think	are	best	represented	by	the	Parliament?
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For some countries it is said that the Government 

has a greater power than the Parliament and is 

not responsible to the MPs. For others it is said 

that the Government does not have a greater 

power than the Parliament and it is a subject 

of control of the MPs. For the first group it is 

said that the Government has control over the 

Parliament and for the second it is said that the 

Parliament has control over the Government.

Two thirds (62%) of the citizens think that the 

Government has control over the Parliament, 

which is a growth by 18% compared to 2018. Only 

17% of the citizens think that the Parliament has 

control over the Government, which is a reduction 

by 12%. 20% of the citizens do not have an opinion 

about this issue.

Графикон 44. For	one	group	of	countries	it	is	said	that	the	Government	has	control	over	the	Parliament,		
	 	 while	for	another	it	is	said	that	the	Parliament	has	control	over	the	Government
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On a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 is the worst and 5 

is the best, the respondents assessed the work of 

the Parliament in the course of the last year with an 

average grade of 2.9. Compared to 2018, this is just 

a minimum increase on the scale. This means that 

there is improvement, but whether the perception 

of the citizens about the work of the Parliament will 

continue to improve will have to be carefully monitored 

in the years to come. It is important to remark that in 

2017 the work of the Parliament was assessed with 3.4 

- the highest average mark in public opinion researches 

until now assessing the work of the Parliament. 



Figure 45. Average	grade	for	the	work	of	Parliament?
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IX. Political context
of the research_

The respondents were asked about the direction 

in which they think life in North Macedonia should 

move. The citizens are almost equally divided 

regarding this perception. 42% of the respondents 

think that life is going in the right direction, while 

49% think that life is generally moving in a wrong 

direction. 9% of the respondents did not know how 

to answer to this question.

Figure 46. Do	you	think	that,	generally,	life	in	North	Macedonia	moves	in:	(according	to	regions)	(%)
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If analysed per regions where the respondents come 

from, it turns out that the citizens of the Southeast 

region are the most optimistic ones and 51% of them 

answered that life is moving in the right direction. These 

are followed by the citizens of the Polog Region with 

46% and next comes the Southwest Region with 43%. 

Most of the negative answers, i.e. that life is going in the 

wrong direction were given by the citizens of the Pelagonija 

Region- 62%, followed by those of the Northeast Region- 

56%, and by the Vardar and East Region - 51%.

28 IDSCS Public Opinion Analysis Paper No.16/2019 - August 2019





Figure 46.1 Do	you	think	that,	generally,	life	in	North	Macedonia	moves	in:	(%)

Figure 47. Do	you	think	that,	generally,	life	in	North	Macedonia	moves	in:	(%)

Regarding the question about how often the 

respondents talk about politics with their friends 

and family, 20% of them responded “every day”, 

On a scale from 1 to 10, 1 being the lowest trust 

and 10 the highest trust, the respondents were 

asked to assess their trust in the most significant 

institutions in the political system: President, 

Government, Parliament and the Judiciary. The 

36% “several times a week”, while 30% “several times 

a month”. 14% of the respondents said that they 

never talk about politics.

Government and the Parliament of RNM obtained 

an average mark below the middle of the scale - 4.6, 

while the judicial institutions obtained the lowest 

mark, i.e. 3.9. The President of RM obtained the 

highest trust assessment- 5.6.

Figure 48. On	a	scale	from	1	to	10	describe	the	level	of	your	trust	in	the	following	institutions:
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X. Demographic 
distribution_

Sex Male 50

Female 50

Age 18-29 21

30-39 20
40-49 18
50-64 25

65+ 17

Ethnicity Macedonian 67

Albanian 24
Roma 2
Turkish 3

Serbian 2

Bosnian 0

Vlachs 1

Other 2
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Economic status Formally employed in the state sector with full 
working time 17

Formally employed in the state sector with 
less than part time working hours 1

Formally employed in the private sector with 
full working time 19

Formally employed in the private sector with 
less than 30 hours 4

Self-employed (works in his/her own company 
or shop) 4

Informal engagement that brings regular 
incomes 4

Informal engagement that brings occasional 
incomes 2

Student 10

Retired person 19

Disabled person who cannot work 0

Jobless and has not searched for a job in the 
past 30 days 11

Jobless, but actively follows vacancy an-
nouncements and seeks a job 7

Does not want to answer 2

Whereabouts (region) Vardar 8

East 9
Southwest 8
Southeast 10

Pelagonija 12

Polog 15

Northeast 8

Skopje 30
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XI. Charts_

Chart 1:  According to you, what is the role of the Parliament in political life in
  North Macedonia? 

Chart 2:  To what extent do you think you are familiar with what Parliament did  
  in the period from June 2018 until April 2019?

Chart 2.1: What would you point out as characteristic of the work of the   
  Parliament in this  period? 

Chart 3:  If you want to obtain information about the work of the Parliament,  
  which source of information do you use the most? 

Chart 3.1: What other sources do you use to obtain information about the work  
  of the Parliament?

Chart 3.2: Sources of information about the work of the Parliament according to  
  age groups 

Chart 3.3: What kind of contents do you think should be more frequently aired on  
  the Parliament Channel?

Chart 3.4: What type of contents do you think should be available on the   
  webpage of the Parliament of RNM? 

Chart 4:  How much of the information you receive through the media about  
  the work of Parliament are sufficient enough to keep you up to date  
  with the most important legal changes?

Chart 5:  Does the Government control the Parliament or does the Parliament  
  control the Government? 

Chart 6:  Parliamentary questions:

Chart 7:  To what extent does the Parliament influence the quality of laws in  
  North Macedonia? 

Chart 8:  How satisfied are you from the quality of the laws that are being  
  passed in Parliament? 

Chart 9:  How often do laws change? 

Chart 10:  Average score on a scale of 1-10 on the importance of the functions  
  of Parliament and the extent to which they are performed by MPs

Chart 11:  To what extent do you think that Parliament is open to public   
  participation in its work? 

Chart 12:  How often do MPs take into consideration the remarks of the public  
  and of civil society organisations when preparing laws? 

Chart 13   Do you know who is an MP from your constituency? 

Chart 14:  Is the MP from your region (municipality, electoral unit) available to  
  have meetings with the citizens?

Chart 15:  The MPs of your region inform the citizens about their work through 
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Chart 16:  In which way do you think the MPs from your region should inform the  
  citizens about their work? 

Chart 17:  Has the MP from your region taken the initiative in Parliament for a  
  problem that your municipality faces? 

Chart 18:  To what extent do you think that the elected MPs represent the   
  interests of the citizens? 

Chart 19:  How often do the MPs represent the following interests? 

Chart 20:  Are you informed how you can participate in the work of Parliament 

Chart 21:  Have you tried to participate in the work of Parliament so far?

Chart 22:  (Online) internet petitions are a good way/tool to include the citizens  
  in the work of the Parliament?

Chart 23:  In which way do you think you can participate in the work of the   
  Parliament? 

Chart 24:  To what extent do you think that the MPs possess sufficient   
  knowledge and readiness to reach decisions on behalf of   
  the citizens? 

Chart 25:  The MPs from the governing majority take into consideration the  
  arguments of the MPs from the opposition when making decisions  
  in Parliament 

Chart 26:  How often are arguments used in the debate between MPs in the  
  Parliament? 

Chart 27:  How often do MPs use speech in which they belittle and degrade  
  their opponents on the basis of their political, ethnic, religious,   
  gender affiliation? 

Chart 28:  How do MPs in the Parliament behave between each other? 

Chart 29:  Do you think the majority in Parliament should take the opposition’s  
  positions into account more? 

Chart 30:  The MPs are fully dependent on the will of political party  leaders

Chart 31:  Political crises should be solved in Parliament, not through   
  leadership meetings 

Chart 32:  Citizen associations should participate more in the work of   
  Parliament 

Chart 33:  The coalition or the party contributes to a higher quality work of the  
  Parliament 

Chart 34:  Parliament is ready to carry out reforms and normalize the political  
  situation 

Chart 35:  At this moment, for the country, is it more important to implement  
  sweeping reforms rather than lengthy discussions on citizen-led  
  reforms 

Chart 36:  Do you think that boycotting is the right way to express political views  
  in the work of the Parliament? 

Chart 37:  Do you think that prolongation of the debate for some law or decision  
  not to be adopted is the right way to express political views in the work  
  of Parliament? 
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Chart 38:  What reforms do you think should be a priority to the Parliament? 

Chart 39:  Can the change in the manner in which MPs are elected   
  (electoral model) in the parliamentary elections contribute to a   
  better parliamentary composition? 

Chart 40:  Does the change in the manner in which MPs (electoral model) are  
  elected in the parliamentary elections contribute to reducing the   
  dependence of MPs from party leaders? 

Chart 41:  Do you consider it important that more party groups are formed in  
  Parliament in which MPs from different parties will unite on the   
  same issues? 

Chart 42:  About which issues do you think it is important for such groups to  
  be established? 

Chart 43:  From the following groups of citizens whose interests do you think  
  are best represented by the Parliament?

Chart 44:  For one group of countries it is said that the Government has control   
  over the Parliament, while for another it is said that the Parliament  
  has control over the Government

Chart 45:  Average grade for the work of Parliament?

Chart 46. Do you think that, generally, life in North Macedonia moves in: 

Chart 46.1 Do you think that, generally, life in North Macedonia moves   
  in: (according to regions) 

Chart 47:  How often do you talk about politics with your friends and family? 

Chart 48:  On a scale from 1 to 10 describe the level of your trust in the   
  following institutions:
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XII. Annex 1-  Survey questionnaire 
about the work of the Parliament_

1. Do you think that, generally, life in North Macedonia moves in:

 1. Right direction
 2. Wrong direction
 8. I don’t know (Illegible)
 9. Refuses to answer (Illegible)

2. How often do you talk about politics with your friends and family?

 1. Every day
 2. Several times a week
 3. Several times a month
 4. Never
 5. I don’t know/No answer

3. According to you, what is the role of the Parliament in political life of North  
 Macedonia?

 1. The Parliament plays significant role in political life
 2. The Parliament plays insignificant role in political life
 8. I don’t know (Illegible)
 9. Refuses to answer (Illegible)

4. Trust in institutions – On a scale from 1 to 10 describe the level of your trust  
 in the following institutions: 

1-least trust                                               10- most trust Doesn’t know/ 
refuses to answer

Parliament of RM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

Government of 
RM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

Judiciary 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

President of RM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

5. To what extent do you think that you 
are informed about what the Parliament 
has done in the past period from June 
2018 until April 2019?

(Explanation: How it adopted laws and 
what it discussed about)

1. I am fully informed

2. I am partially informed

3. I am poorly informed

4. I am not informed at all – skip the next 
question
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6.  What would you single out as characteristic of the work of the Parliament  
 in this period? (compare the answer of the respondent with the below stated  
 proposals - THE PROPOSALS ARE NOT READ TO THE RESPONDENT). Those  
 answering “not familiar with it” should skip the question.

Current topics discussed in the Parliament Mentioned

1. Agreement with Greece

2. Constitutional changes

3. Law on Amnesty

4. Law on Use of languages

5. Law on Prevention and Protection against Discrimination

6. Law on Termination of Pregnancy 

7. Law on Prevention of Corruption

8. Election of new members od SCPC

9. Draft law on changing and amending the Law on Public 
Enterprises - introduction of the function deputy director
10. Transformation of the Secretariat for implementation of 
the framework agreement in the Ministry of Political System 
and Relations between the Communities
11. Supervisory discussion on the Ohrid Region

12. Public discussion on pollution

13. Adoption of the budget for 2019

13. Носење на Буџет за 2019 година

7. If you want to obtain information about 
the work of the Parliament, what source 
of information do you use the most? 
(only one answer)

1. Television
2. Parliament TV Channel
3. Internet portals that publish news
4. Newspaper or magazine
5. Radio
6. Brochure

7. Other Internet sources (ex. Facebook, 
Twitter)

8. Friends, relatives, neighbours, etc.
9. Webpage of the Parliament
10. Directly from the political parties
11. Other
12. I don’t want to get information about 
the Parliament/I am not interested (skip the 
next question)
9. I don’t know/No answer
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8. What other sources do you use to 
obtain information about the work of 
the Parliament? (multiple answers are 
possible) 

1.Television
2. Parliament TV Channel
3. Internet portals publishing news
4. Newspaper or magazine
5. Radio
6. Brochure

7. Other Internet sources (ex. Facebook, 
Twitter)

8. Friends, relatives, neighbours, etc.
9. Web page of the Parliament
10. Directly from the political parties
11. Other
9. I do not know/ No answer

9. To what extent is the information you 
receive from the media about the work of 
the Parliament sufficient so that you can 
keep up with the most important legal 
changes?

1. Fully sufficient
2. Partially sufficient
3. Partially insufficient
4. Not sufficient at all
9. I do not know/ No answer

10. The respondent can choose several 
answers.

What kind of contents do you think 
should be more frequently aired on the 
Parliament TV Channel?

1. Educational contents about the legisla-
tion process and Parliament's work
2. Promotional contents about the possi-
bilities the citizens have at their disposal to 
get involved in the work of the Parliament 
and to meet the MPs
3. Political debates on topics referring to 
the Parliament's work
4. Experts’ interpretations of the adopted 
laws and legal changes
5. Field visits performed by parliamentary 
committees               
6. Presentation of the activities of parlia-
mentary groups
7. Diplomatic activities and events of MPs
8. Other (the respondent should state if he/
she has other proposal)
9. I don’t know/ No answer
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11. What type of contents do you think 
should be available on the webpage of 
the Parliament of RNM? (the respondent 
has a possibility to choose more than 
one answer)

1. MPs’ speeches
2. Recordings from committees
3. Public debates
4. Possibilities to communicate with MPs
5. Possibility to ask the MPs questions
6. Educational contents about the role and 
competences of the Parliament
7. Other (the respondent should state any 
other proposal he/she has)
9. I do not know/ No answer

12. The Government controls the 
Parliament?

1. I fully agree
2. I partially agree
3. I partially disagree
4. I fully disagree
9. I do not know/ No answer

13. The Parliament controls the 
Government? 

1. I fully agree
2. I partially agree
3. I partially disagree
4. I fully disagree
9. I do not know/ No answer

For some countries it is said that the Government has greater power than the Parlia-
ment and is not held responsible before the MPs. For other countries it is said that the 
Government does not have greater power than the Parliament and that it is subject 
to control by MPs. For the first group it is said that the Government has control over 
the Parliament, while for the second it is said that the Parliament has control over the 
Government. To what extent do you agree with this statement?
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14. MPs’ questions are a tool of the MPs to obtain information about the work of  
 other institutions and to estimate how the policies are being implemented. I  
 will read to you several statements related to MPs. I would like to ask you to  
 state to what extent you agree with each of the statements. 
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1. MPs’ questions enable 
oversight over the work of the 
ministers

1 2 3 4 9

2. MPs’ questions have influence 
on ensuring responsibility of the 
institutions

1 2 3 4 9

3. MPs’ questions are used to ad-
vertise the government and other 
institutions

1 2 3 4 9

4. MPs’ questions inform the 
citizens about the work of the 
government and other institutions

1 2 3 4 9

5. MPs’ questions are useful for 
the institutions to present their 
accountability to the MPs

1 2 3 4 9

6. MPs’ questions are used to crit-
icise the government and other 
institutions

1 2 3 4 9
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15. To what extent does the Parliament 
influence the quality of laws in North 
Macedonia?

1. Too often
2. Often
3. Often enough
4. Rarely
5. Too rarely
9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

17.To what extent are you satisfied with 
the quality of laws adopted in the Parlia-
ment? (To what extent do laws regulate 
the relations in the society/provide equity 
and equality and/to the needs of the 
citizens in a quality manner)

1. Very satisfied
2. Moderately satisfied
3. Moderately dissatisfied 
4. Dissatisfied
9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

16. How often are laws changed? 1. Премногу често
2. Често
3. Доволно често
4. Ретко
5. Премногу ретко
9. Не знам/без одговор (Не се чита)
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18. I will read to you several functions of the Parliament. Please on a scale from  
 1 to 10 (1 meaning not important at all, while 10 very important) tell us to  
 what extent you think that the function that has been read is important 
 (functions/stances are to rotate).

1-not important at all 10-very important DK/NA

1. To adopt as 
many laws and 
legal changes as 
possible

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

2. To adopt as 
many quality 
laws as possible

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

3. To control the 
Government and 
the ministries

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

4 To take care 
of how laws 
and policies are 
implemented

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

5. To enable the 
public to take 
part in the prepa-
ration of laws 
and policies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

6. To organise 
public debates 
on current issues 
with experts, civil 
society organisa-
tions 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

7. To supervise 
how the Budget 
is spent (public 
money)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
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19.  I will read several functions of the Parliament. Please, on a scale from 1 to 10  
 (1 signifying “does not fulfil at all” and 10 signifying “fulfils them completely”)  
 tell us to what extent you think that the Parliament fulfils the following func 
 tions (the functions/stances are to rotate)

1-Does not fulfil
them at all

10- Fulfils them 
 completely DK/NA

1. To adopt as 
many laws and 
legal changes as 
possible

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

2. To adopt as 
many quality laws 
as possible

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

3. To control the 
Government and 
the ministries

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

4. To take care 
of how laws and 
policies are imple-
mented

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

5. To enable the 
public to take part 
in the prepara-
tion of laws and 
policies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

6. To organize 
public debates 
on current issues 
with experts, civil 
society organisa-
tions

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

7. To supervise 
how the Budget 
is spent (public 
money)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

20. To what extent do you think that the 
Parliament is open to the participation of 
the public in its work? (Open means that 
citizens can obtain information at any time 
about the work of the Parliament and there 
are modes to participate in its work)

1. Fully open

2. Partially open

3. Partially closed

4. Fully closed

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)
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21. According to you, how often do MPs 
take into consideration the remarks of 
the public and of civil society organisa-
tions when preparing laws?

1.Always
2. Often (in most cases)
3. Sometimes
4. Rarely
5. Never
9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

23. Is the MP from your region (munici-
pality, electoral district) available to have 
meetings with the citizens?

1. Yes
2. No
9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

22. Do you know who is an MP from your 
electoral district? 

(Test question with cards for the inter-
viewers. The answer of the respondent is 
compared with the card of the interviewer 
listing the names of the MPs coming 
from the corresponding electoral district. 
NOTE: The card is NOT to be shown to the 
respondent!! =

1. Yes (if the answer is correct and at least 
one MP is recognised)

2. No

9. Other (I know that there isn’t an MP from 
my municipality)

24. The MPs of your region inform the 
citizens about their work via

1. Meetings held in MPs’ offices
2. Meetings with citizens held on public 
locations
3. Public appearances
4. Media
5. Social networks
6. Do not inform them
9. I don’t know/ No answer 

25. In which way do you think that the 
MPs from your region should inform the 
citizens about their work?

1. Meetings held in MPs’ offices
2. Meetings with citizens held on public 
locations
3. Public appearances
4. Media
5. Social networks
6. Do not inform them
9. I don’t know/ No answer
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26. Has it ever happened for an MP from 
your region to start an initiative in the 
Parliament regarding a problem your 
municipality faces?

1. Yes

2. No

9. I don’t know/ No answer

27. To what extent do you think that 
elected MPs represent the interests of 
the citizens?

1. They completely represent them
2. They partially represent them
3. They don’t represent them at all
9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

29. Are you informed about how you can 
take part in the work of the Parliament? 1. Yes

2. No

28. How often do MPs represent the following interests?

Always Sometimes Never I don’t know

1. Interests of the 
citizens 1 2 3 9

2. Their personal 
interests 1 2 3 9

3. The interests of the 
citizens from their 
electoral districts 

1 2 3 9

4. The interests of their 
political party 1 2 3 9

5. The interests of the 
ethnic community they 
belong to

1 2 3 9

6. Business interests 1 2 3 9

7. Interests of other 
countries 1 2 3 9
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30. In which way do you think you can participate in the work of the Parliament?: 
+( THE OPTIONS ARE NOT READ TO THE RESPONDENT) (multiple answers may be 
selected)

 1.  Start an initiative for the adoption of a law or an amendment to a law?

2. Ask MPs a question?

3. Ask for a meeting with an MP?

4. Attend plenary session of the Parliament? 

5. Attend a session of a committee?

6. Obtain information about the legal regulations and acts that are to be discussed by 
the Parliament in the following period? 

7. Start an initiative for organising a local referendum?

8. Start an initiative for organising a national referendum?

9. DOES NOT KNOW (THE ANSWER IS ILLEGIBLE)

31. Have you tried until now to take part 
in the work of the Parliament?

1. Yes

2. No

9. I don’t know/ No answer

32. To what extent do you agree/disagree 
with the following statement:

- (Online) internet petitions are a good 
way/tool to include the citizens in the 
work of the Parliament?

1. I fully agree

2. I partially agree

3. I partially disagree

4. I fully disagree

9. I don’t know/ No answer

33. To what extent do you think that MPs 
have sufficient knowledge and readi-
ness to reach decisions on behalf of the 
citizens?

1. All are ready

2. Most of them are ready

3. Most of them are not ready

4. Not ready at all

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)
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34. Do you agree with the following 
statement:

- The MPs from the governing majority 
take into consideration the arguments of 
the MPs from the opposition when adopt-
ing decisions in the Parliament

1. They fully take them into consideration

2. They mainly take them into considera-
tion
3. They mainly do not take them into 
consideration
4. They do not take them into considera-
tion at all

9. I don’t know/ No answer

35. According to you, how often do MPs 
use speech in which they downgrade and 
degrade their opponents on the basis of 
their political, ethnic, religious and gender 
affiliation?

1. Never

2. Rarely

3. Often

4. Always

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

36. According to you, how do MPs in the 
Parliament behave between each other?

1. Unfriendly

2. Competitive

3. Tolerably

4. They cooperate

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

37. According to you, how often are argu-
ments used in the debate between MPs 
in the Parliament?

1. Always

2. Often (in a large part of the cases)

3. Rarely

4. Never

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

38. Do you think that the majority in the 
parliament should pay more attention to 
the stances of the opposition?

1. Yes

2. No

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)
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39. We will read to you several statements. To what extent do you agree with them?
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1. MPs are fully dependent on the will of 
political party leaders 1 2 3 4 9

2. The coalition led by VMRO-DPMNE 
contributes to a higher quality work of the 
Parliament

1 2 3 4 9

3. The coalition led by SDSM contributes to a 
higher quality work of the Parliament 1 2 3 4 9

4. The party Democratic Union for Integration 
contributes to a higher quality work of the 
Parliament

1 2 3 4 9

5. The party BESA contributes to a higher 
quality work of the Parliament 1 2 3 4 9

6. The coalition Alliance of Albanians 
contributes to a higher quality work of the 
Parliament

1 2 3 4 9

7. Political crises should be solved in the Par-
liament and not at meetings of the leaders 1 2 3 4 9

8. Civil society organisations should take 
more part in the work of the Parliament 1 2 3 4 9

9. Currently, it is more important for the 
country to implement fast reforms instead 
of more long-lasting discussions about the 
reforms with the participation of citizens

1 2 3 4 9

10. The Parliament is ready to implement 
reforms and to normalise the political state 1 2 3 4 9
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40. What reforms do you think should 
be a priority to the Parliament? - In 
which segments do you think that the 
Parliament should implement the most 
reforms?

(TWO ANSWERS TO BE SELECTED)

1. Во надзорната функција врз работата 
на Владата
2. Во претставничката функција
3. Во законодавната функција
4. Во надзорната функција кон 
регулаторните тела
5. Во дипломатската функција
9. Не знам/без одговор (Не се чита)

41. Do you think that boycotting is the 
right way to express political stances in 
the work of the Parliament?

1. Yes

2. No

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

42. Do you think that prolongation of the 
debate for some law or decision not to 
be adopted is the right way to express 
political stances in the work of the Par-
liament?

1. Yes

2. No

9. I don’t know/ No answer (illegible)

43. Can a change of the model in which 
the MPs are elected (electoral model) at 
the parliamentary elections contribute 
to a higher quality composition of the 
Parliament?

1. I fully agree
2. I partially agree
3. I partially disagree
4. I fully disagree
9. I don’t know/ No answer 

44. Can a change of the model in which 
the MPs are elected (electoral model) at 
the parliamentary elections contribute 
to reducing the dependence of MPs on 
party leaders?

1. I fully agree
2. I partially agree
3. I partially disagree
4. I fully disagree
9. I don’t know/ No answer 

45. From the following groups of citizens 
whose interests do you think are best 
represented by the Parliament:  (THE 
RESPONDENT SHOULD SELECT TWO 
ANSWERS)

1. Persons with special needs
2. LGBT community
3. Roma people
4. Single parents
5. Women
6. Elderly
7. Unemployed
8. Social aid beneficiaries
9. Youth
10. Citizens of rural areas
9. I don’t know/ No answer
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47. If yes, about which issues do you 
think it is important for such groups to be 
established?

1. Persons with special needs
2. LGBT community
3. Roma
4. Single parents
5. Women
6. Elderly 
7. Unemployed people
8. Social aid beneficiaries
9. Youth
10. Environmental protection
11. Citizens of rural areas

46. Do you think it is important several 
party groups to be formed in the Parlia-
ment in which MPs from different parties 
will be united regarding the same issues?

1. Yes 

2. No (Skips question 47)

3. I don’t know/ No answer

А
The Govern-

ment has 
complete 

control over 
the Parlia-

ment

B C D E F G
The Parlia-
ment has 
complete 

control over 
the Govern-

ment

1 worst 5-best

1 2 3 4 5

48. For some countries it is said that the Government has greater power than the  
 Parliament and is not held responsible before the MPs. For other countries it  
 is said that the Government does not have greater power than the Parliament  
 and that it is subject to control by MPs. For the first group of countries it is  
 said that the Government has control over the Parliament, while   
 for the second it is said that the Parliament has control over the Government.  
 To what extent do you agree with the following statement?

49. Assess the work of the most recent composition of the Parliament on a scale  
 from 1 to 5 (1 being the worst and 5 the best)
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Link_

This	report	is	available	electronically	on:
-
https://idscs.org.mk/en/portfolio/results-from-the-

field-survey-on-citizens-perceptions-about-the-work-of-

parliament-2019/

Information about 
IDSCS_

IDSCS is a civil think-tank organisation researching 

the development of good governance, rule of law 

and Macedonia’s European integration. IDSCS has 

the mission to support citizens’ involvement in 

the decision-making process and strengthen the 

participatory political culture. By strengthening 

liberal values, IDSCS contributes towards 

coexistence of diversities.

Contact	information	about	IDSCS
-
Address:	Str.	Miroslav	Krlezha	52/2,

1000	Skopje

Phone	number/	Fax:	+389	2	3094	760

E-Mail:	contact@idscs.org.mk

Information about 
the project_

“Parliament Watch” is a project of the Swiss 

Agency for Development and Cooperation  

(SDC) implemented by the the Institute for 

Democracy “Societas Civilis”- Skopje. The 

project monitors and evaluates the quality of 

debate in the Parliament using the Discourse 

Quality Index on discussions related to 

specific topics included into the following 

areas: finance and budget, rule of law, civil 

rights and freedoms, European integration 

and other related topics of public interest. 

Conducts field public opinion survey about 

the work of the Parliament and manages 

a scholarship fund of the Parliamentary 

Institute service. The goal of the project is 

increasing the quality of political debate and 

argumentation in developing public policies 

and legislation in the Parliament of Republic 

of North Macedonia through monitoring of 

the quality of debate in the Parliament and 

support of the Parliamentary Institute trough 

scholarships for their service.
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