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The Institute for Democracy “Societas Civilis” – Skopje (IDSCS) conducts research on the 
electoral model for voting a broad, which includes the first Internet survey aimed for citizens of 
Republic of Macedonia who live abroad. As a result of the Internet survey, IDSCS prepared an 
analytical research report “Macedonian Citizens Abroad – Vote YES for Voting Abroad”. The 
report presents and analyzes how much Macedonian citizens abroad are familiar and interested 
to vote abroad, do they know the electoral regulation, what is their political orientation and 
their connections with the country of origin. This way, IDSCS aims to present new data and 
arguments to the ongoing public debate on electoral policy but also to influence and contribute 
to creating an electoral system which will adequately meet the needs of the Macedonian 
citizens.   

 
The Internet survey was conducted from 18 December 2013   to 12 January 12 2014 on a 

sample of 378 respondents who could fill in the survey in Macedonian, Albanian or English. 
Respondents were reached through a wide distribution of the survey on social networks, 
mailing lists and the addresses of organizations abroad, as well as to the diplomatic consular 
offices of Macedonia (DCO) abroad.   

 
A great majority (84%) of Macedonian citizens abroad by now have become familiar with 

the right and the possibility to vote abroad, which makes a significant progress compared with 
the elections in 2011, when less than the half of those (46%) who meet the conditions did not 
know that they could vote. Still, they are poorly acquainted with the electoral regulations, so 
67% of the respondents do not know how to submit an application to vote in the DCO, while 
40% are not familiar with the Voters list for voting abroad. The lack of information is bigger 
among those living in electoral unit 9 and among those living in cities with no DCO.   

 
Majority of respondents intend to vote on the upcoming presidential and the next 

parliamentary elections (57% and 55%). Prevails the opinion (41%) that the current model of 
voting in DCOs partially provides Macedonian citizens fulfillment of their right to vote, followed 
by 38% who think that this model does that and other 21% who consider it does not provide 
that. However, most of the respondents (63%) believe that this way of voting should be changed 
and further adjusted, suggesting voting via Internet or via post depending on what’s more 
appropriate (35%), with more support for voting via Internet (24%). A small percentage want to 
keep this model of voting abroad (12%) or to abolish voting abroad (15%). Most of the 
respondents (65%) believe that the obligatory procedure of informing the citizens through one 
of the largest newspapers by circulation the country is not enough and it should be 
supplemented with information through the social networks (60%), DCOs’ mailing lists(56%), 
organizations and religious communities abroad (43%) and Internet and YouTube videos (38%).  

 
Respondents show great apathy towards political parties in Macedonia, which is reflected 

by the majority of 58% who are not willing to support any party.  
 
Nearly all of the respondents (93%) follow information on political, economic and other 

developments related to Macedonia and visit at least once in 2-3 years (87%). Majority of the 
respondents (62%) financially supports their families in Macedonia and the number of those 
who send money increases parallel with the increase in income among the respondents. Half 
of the survey respondents (47%) perceive that Macedonia is moving in the wrong direction, 
while a third considers that Macedonia is moving in the right direction.  


